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Preparation to the Annual Conference: 

Technology Trial Sessions 
 

If you have taken part to online meetings, trainings, and courses in the last period, you might have 

found yourselves in a familiar situation: the host of the meeting starts with a short introduction of how 

the software works, and then during the meeting different websites or applications to engage the 

audience are used, and you are at a loss because you have never seen this obscure website in your life. 

To avoid this situation, we have decided to host two sessions, in October, during which we will walk 

you through the programmes and software that will be used during the Conference. Participation in 

these sessions will be completely free.  

 

Wednesday 21 October, 16:30 – 18:30: First Technology Trial Session (Register at this link) 

Wednesday 28 October, 16:30 – 18:30: Second Technology Trial Session (Register at this link) 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 31 October: Official Opening and Keynote 

14:00  Words of welcome from Steven Stegers, EuroClio Executive Director 

14:15 Dealing with Controversy and Polarisation in the Classroom 

Maarten van Alstein, Flemish Peace Institute 

Why is it important that we learn to disagree with each other? How can we teach young people 

to disagree in a democratic and peaceful manner? Starting from concrete cases in classroom 

practice, the keynote lecture will build on empirical research, democratic theory and insights 

from conflict transformation to make a case for conceptualizing the school as a laboratory for 

democracy. In this view, the school is seen as a place where students – through a wide diversity 

of methods ranging from dialogue to artistic practice – can explore their differences in a 

constructive manner. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIud-6urj4iG9QAFNXiudtwIq9hA-MmqE7z
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYucemtpzgjEtfObzOUQovFrJ8MjbN7QG49


02 – 06 November: Workshop Round 1 

 

Monday 02 November 

16:30 – 18:30 How to bring, discuss, and evaluate diverse perspectives in the classrooms. The 

case of Migrants. 

Ayse Bilgiç and Matej Matkovic, Learning to Disagree Team 

The first workshop of our online conference is a product of the Learning to Disagree project. 

This project was initiated in response to the needs of educators who experience difficulties in 

addressing sensitive and controversial issues in their classrooms. The project, now in its final 

stages, offers trainings and support materials for teachers to face these topics head first with 

their students, subsequently teaching students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to 

consider alternative interpretations, and the ability of interacting with people that they 

disagree with in a constructive manner. Skills they will enjoy far beyond the classroom. 

Additionally, in a time of growing division, where intolerance creates an “us-versus-them” 

attitude among social groups, it is essential for students to learn how to deal with controversial 

subjects, and how to cope with a variety of viewpoints and disagreements. And therefore it is 

also important that teachers include methods of dialogue, debate and discussion in their 

lessons, and deal with controversies. 

Both Matej and Ayse are core members of the Learning to Disagree team and will gladly 

introduce you to the methodologies and teachers guide they have been working on for the last 

three years. Their workshop will be divided in three parts. The first part will allow you to 

experience the newly developed lesson plan for students first hand. This lesson plan will 

consist of what we call “a variety of viewpoints”, in which participants are introduced to a 

collection of written texts and media images about migration. Based on these materials, you 

and your fellow colleagues from across Europa are asked to form an opinion on migration to 

Europe and subsequently discuss these opinions in a group. In the second part, Matej and Ayse 

will introduce the rationale behind the lesson, e.g. the teachers’ guide, focusing on how to use 

the teachers’ guide in different classrooms. In the final part, Matej and Ayse will ask you to 

share your  views on the teaching strategy and assessment methods presented. 

 

Tuesday 03 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Workshop to be confirmed 

Host to be confirmed 

We are currently confirming the last details of this workshop with the host. We will update this 

page as soon as possible. #starytuned.  

 

 

 



Wednesday 04 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Workshop to be confirmed 

Host to be confirmed 

We are currently confirming the last details of this workshop with the host. We will update this 

page as soon as possible. #starytuned.  

 

Thursday 05 November 

16:00 – 18:00 Conceptualizing Multiperspectivity in History Education 

Bjorn Wansink, Utrecht University 

In a time of growing division, where intolerance creates an “us-versus-them” attitude among 

social groups, it is essential for students to learn how to deal with controversial subjects, and 

how to cope with a variety of viewpoints and disagreements. 

In history education multiperspectivity is a vital tool in dealing with and making sense of this 

variety of viewpoints.  Subsequently, multiperspectivity is a popular term used in history 

education, yet the concept’s exact meaning and practical implication often remain unclear. 

In this interactive workshop Bjorn Wansink will try to help you to deepen your understanding 

of multiperspectivity.  In this workshop Bjorn will shed light on this frequently used term by 

exploring the concept of multiperspectivity in a variety of ways. This will be done by addressing 

the following issues:  what does multiperspectivity mean in terms of temporality,  how can we 

understand multiperspectivity psychologically, what are moral, political and epistemological 

limits of multiperspectivity, what are design principles for teaching multiperspectivity in 

history, and what perspectives do teachers address in the classroom? 

In this workshop you will explore these theoretical issues and, together with Bjorn and a group 

of motivated colleagues from across Europe, will try to make them tangible and apply them to 

the situation in your classroom. 

Several models and activities will be proposed to understand this complex concept better. 

 

Friday 06 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Graphic Novel as Educational Concept in Teaching About the Holocaust 

Miško Stanišić, Terraforming 

During this workshop Miško will introduce you to Ester. 

Ester is a collection of novels and a teaching material about the Holocaust. Ester’s most 

distinctive and important feature is a series of dramatized and illustrated novels about the 

Jewish victims killed in the Concentration Camp Judenlager Semlin at the Belgrade Fairground 

(Staro Sajmište) in the beginning of 1942.  

These graphic novels are specifically developed to serve as a tool for teaching and learning 

about the Holocaust. They focus on young victims and their families, their pre-war lives, as well 

as under the German occupation and during the Holocaust. The novels are based on true 



historical events and the people who experienced them. Esther graphic novels are 

reconstructions and dramatizations of history based on available fragments of personal 

stories. Historical events and facts are central, whilst the main focus is simultaneously placed 

on the human experience, feelings and thoughts of the main characters.  

Created primarily for 12-13- and 16-18-year-old students, the novels can be enjoyed by anyone 

who is interested in learning history through the means of a graphic novel.   

Ester is created by Miško Stanišić and his team at Terraforming – a Serbian NGO which 

develops educational methodologies and teaching materials, combining best practices in 

contemporary pedagogy with new-media technologies while facilitating multidisciplinary 

cross-sectoral international project cooperation and exchange.  

In this interactive workshop Miško will show you how you can use Ester in your own classroom. 

 

Saturday 07 November: Panel Discussion 

 

14:00 Panel Discussion on Learning to Disagree in the Balkan Region 

Members of the EuroClio Network in the Balkan Region. Session moderated by 

the EuroClio Secretariat. 

During this session, member of EuroClio’s Network in the Balkan Region will introduce a set of 

controversial topics in their respective countries, and how they are tackled in the classroom.  

Moderated by the EuroClio Secretariat, this panel discussion will then investigate how the 

teaching strategies presented in the Learning to Disagree project, together with other 

educational material developed by panelists and by EuroClio in the past,  could be used to 

deepen students’ understanding of controversial issues brought to the classroom. 

Participants to the panel will be given the possibility to ask questions and to intervene with 

their own example. 

 

 

  



09 – 13 November: Workshop Round 2 

 

Monday 09 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Hawks and Doves – Conflict: How to use the House of European History online 

resources to create a lesson plan on Conflict? 

Laurence Bragard, House of European History 

Many reasons can bring individuals and groups into confrontation with each other. At the same 

time, there are things we cannot achieve without others. This workshop will explore dynamics 

of war and peace. It highlights how Europe today is largely the result of both a history of war, 

occupation and destruction, and a history of solidarity, negotiation, and reconciliation. 

To illustrate these simultaneous opposing and intertwining processes, this workshop will focus 

on what does it take to make peace. Indeed, news reports and the stories of battles that fill 

history textbooks should not make us forget that there are, and have always been, people and 

groups working for a culture of peace. We want students to learn about some of them! The 

learning outcomes of this workshop will aim to make student understand the contemporary 

and historical significance of peace activism and to realise that peace is a challenge that 

requires action to be taken. 

Laurence Bragard, Museum Educator in charge of school programming at the House of 

European History, will present different activities on the theme of conflict that you can use in 

your classroom. These learning activities are part of the thematic online learning resources 

available in the 24 official languages of the European Union on the website of the museum. 

 

Tuesday 10 November 

16:30 – 18:30 People on the Move: The Arrival of Migrants to Europe in 2015 

Bistra Stoimenova, Learning to Disagree Team 

Bistra is one of the core members of the Learning to Disagree project, and this workshop is one 

of the results of said project.  Learning to Disagree  was initiated in response to the needs of 

educators who experience difficulties in addressing sensitive and controversial issues in their 

classrooms. The project, now in its final stages, offers trainings and support materials for 

teachers to face these topics head-on with their students. These materials aim to teach 

students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to consider alternative interpretations, and the 

ability of interacting with people that they disagree with in a constructive manner. 

Students develop critical thinking and the vital competences for dialogue and discussion in 

classrooms. This workshop is designed for history teachers and civic educators who want to 

foster the development of these skills. 

The lesson plan discussed in this workshop aims to do so by having students deal with a 

diverse range of sources representing different viewpoints on migration to Europe in 2015 and 

take part in a discussion on migration to Europe based on recent events. This will help students 

to develop their knowledge and critical understanding of the complexity of reactions to 



migration, specifically the reaction to the arrival of the refugees in 2015 and 2016, analyse 

diverse historical resources, discuss and express their opinions, develop their cooperation 

skills, and their values of human dignity and human rights. 

 

 

Wednesday 11 November 

16:30 – 18:30 How should we deal with the difficult past? 

In Europe Schools 

In Europe Schools is a project of the VGN, the Dutch History Teachers Association, the Dutch 

broadcasting company VPRO, and EuroClio. This exciting project will result in an educational 

toolkit, to encourage students to research their own history and to help them become aware of 

multiperspectivity. During this workshop, Marian and Odette, will introduce the toolkits on the 

themes of “How should we deal with migration?” and “How should we deal with the difficult 

past?” developed for this project. “How should we deal with migration” is a lesson plan which 

teaches students about different perspectives on and patterns of migration. This, so students 

learn to see and evaluate different perspectives, develop a fact-based view on migration and 

see they can actively participate in public debates on migration. “How should we deal with a 

difficult past?” allows students to investigate local personal histories and to situate these 

histories in a broader context. This toolkit again demands students to think critically, consider 

multiple perspectives and to engage with the world around them in a creative way. 

What sets these two toolkits apart is that both lesson plans result in students making a 

documentary. This aspect does not only further develop students’ creativity, but it engages 

them, develops their research and cooperation skills and to helps them to contextualise 

individual stories in a broader historical context. 

 

Thursday 12 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Using Archival Material to Promote History Education 

United National International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals 

The workshop will introduce the archives of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia (ICTY), highlighting some of the features and resources available to the general 

public, including curated video materials as well as primary sources from the various court 

cases. Containing a well of sources, the archives serve as an excellent starting point for any 

educator aspiring to teach about the recent Balkan wars. The workshop is a condensed version 

of the training course delivered by the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals 

in collaboration with EuroClio to history teachers across the Western Balkans.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.euroclio.eu/2020/02/13/from-tribunal-to-classroom/


Friday 13 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Surviving Under Pressure: Surviving in a War Context (WW2 and Algerian War of 

Independence) 

Ann-Laure Lieval, Burcu Cingay, and Vassiliki Yannou, Learning to Disagree Team 

This workshop is the product of the Learning to Disagree project and will help those who want 

to engage all students, even those who do not usually speak up, in debate.  This project was 

initiated in response to the needs of educators who experience difficulties in addressing 

sensitive and controversial issues in their classrooms. The project, now in its final stages, offers 

trainings and support materials for teachers to face these topics head-on with their students. 

These materials aim to teach students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to consider 

alternative interpretations, and the ability of interacting with people that they disagree with in 

a constructive manner. 

Ann-Laure, Burcu, and Vassiliki, all members of the core team of Learning to Disagree. They 

have blended three new learning activities into one workshop. 

They will introduce the teaching strategy of the “silent placemat conversation”.  This strategy 

has been developed to facilitate calm, thoughtful and democratic discussions in classrooms, as 

all discussions are conducted in silence. Students will be asked to contribute to the discussion 

by writing their arguments on paper. This workshop will introduce you  to the workings of this 

activity, whilst also addressing how this activity can be adopted to your classroom. 

Additionally, this workshop will introduce the “K-W-L chart” assessment strategy. This strategy 

teaches students to reflect on what they know and what they want to know prior to an activity 

and what they have learned after the completion of a lesson (What do I know, what do I want to 

learn, what have I learnt). This workshop will use three different case studies and nine 

viewpoints. 

Saturday 14 November: Discussion ‘Tables’ 

 

14:00 Discussion ‘Tables’ on “What is quality history education? Do History Educators 

agree?” 

Session moderated by the EuroClio Secretariat. 

What are the main features of quality history education?  

The answer to this question is ever changing, however, it is also the main driving force behind 

EuroClio’s work. Since 1992 it  has been EuroClio’s mission to inspire and support educators to 

engage learners in innovative and responsible history and citizenship education. During this 

session, participants will discuss what are the main features of quality history education, and 

how EuroClio can strive to promote them in its everyday work.  

As good quality history education is ever changing, the results of the discussion tables will feed 

into the revision of the EuroClio Manifesto. 

The specific topics of the discussion tables will be confirmed soon.  



16 - 20 November: Workshop Round 3 

 

Monday 16 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Heroes and Traitors 

Zsolt Vódli and Juraj Varga, Learning to Disagree Team 

When leaders make decisions about letting their allies invade their country, are they heroes or 

traitors? 

This is the question your students should be able to answer by the end of the learning activity 

developed by Zsolt and Juraj. During this workshop they will discuss the contents of the 

learning activity, how to use it in your classroom, and how to assess your students during this 

learning activity.  This activity will help your students develop a plethora of skills, abilities and 

knowledge on historical figures and events. 

The learning activity allows students to work in groups and discuss provocative statements; 

they will have to decide whether they agree, strongly agree, disagree or strongly disagree with 

these statements. Students cannot just say what they think in these discussions, they have to 

substantiate their opinions with an explanation or evidence. This learning activity provides 

students with the opportunity to understand the actions of leaders and people in a historically 

rather debated era. At the same time, it also gives them the opportunity to learn certain verbal 

competence while practicing critical thinking. 

By the end of this learning activity your students will have developed their ability to evaluate 

different viewpoints, have learnt to express their opinion on sensitive and controversial topics, 

and further developed their critical thinking. 

This workshop is the product of the Learning to Disagree project. This project was initiated in 

response to the needs of educators who experience difficulties in addressing sensitive and 

controversial issues in their classrooms. The project, now in its final stages, offers trainings and 

support materials for teachers to face these topics head-on with their students. These 

materials aim to teach students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to consider alternative 

interpretations, and the ability of interacting with people that they disagree with in a 

constructive manner. 

 

Tuesday 17 November 

16:30 – 18:30 How to Teach and Learn About Reliable Research to Foster a Good Future for our 

Society 

Katharina Miller, Path2Integrity Project 

This workshop is for all of those who are interested in research, the notion of teachers as 

researcher and ethics. 

According to the statement by the ALLEA Permanent Working Group on Science and Ethics 

(2013), and “in view of recent events and debates, education in research ethics needs to be 

strengthened to ensure trust and confidence in scientific research.” Furthermore, “ALLEA 



argues in this statement that societies need to set aside or create resources (time, human 

resources, knowledge banks etc.), so as to ensure that all research is conducted by individuals 

who have the necessary literacy in ethics.” 

In light of this, Path2integrity has been designing learning cards to argue in favour of reliable 

research results and responsible research. These cards cater to secondary school students, 

students as well as (future) researchers. These units are student-centred and use a dialogical 

approach, with role-playing and storytelling to foster trust in research. The learning cards 

empower its users all over Europe to understand how important such reliable research is, 

especially how important reliable research for society is. 

This project receives funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

programme under grant agreement No 824488. 

 

Wednesday 18 November 

16:30 – 18:30 The Benefit of Hindsight 

Valerio Bernardi, Learning to Disagree Team 

This workshop is the product of the Learning to Disagree project. This project was initiated in 

response to the needs of educators who experience difficulties in addressing sensitive and 

controversial issues in their classrooms. The project, now in its final stages, offers trainings and 

support materials for teachers to face these topics head first with their students, subsequently 

teaching students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to consider alternative 

interpretations, and the ability of interacting with people that they disagree with in a 

constructive manner. 

In August 1991, a cargo ship named Vlora arrived from Albania with 20,000 people on board in 

the Bari seaport, a major city of south-east Italy. The Italian Government decided to authorize 

the ship to come alongside the quay in Bari. After one or two days the immigrants were 

brought to the old Stadium in Bari called Victory. They were segregated for several days and 

most of them were repatriated to Albania. During those days there were also some riots  in the 

stadium . In the decades to come many more ships like the Vlora arrived in Italy from various 

places. 

Valerio is one of the core members of the Learning to Disagree team and created the learning 

activity about the Vlora. In this workshop you will partake in said learning activity and 

subsequently you will be introduced to an activity that will allow students to have the 

possibility to compare migration in the past with migration today. Even more so, it will help 

students develop an understanding of the motivation of migration, empathy with the actors 

involved in (the history of) migration, and develop a positive attitude towards people with a 

different cultural background. The latter is specifically important as understanding of the other 

is needed to foster good dialogue and communication. 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 19 November 

16:30 – 18:30 The Limits of Multiple Perspectives: Building Resilience to Hate Online 

Nicole Fournier-Sylvester and Katie O’Brian, Global Centre for Pluralism 

We live in societies which we share with many others. With these others we have many things 

in common, whilst simultaneously having diverging views on many issues. Including divergent 

viewpoints- i.e. respect for diversity –  is essential for pluralism to thrive. Not only pluralism 

thrives with respect for diversity, but so does a healthy democracy in which people live 

together in one society and critically, yet constructively, engage with those that think 

differently from them.  

However, with the help of the internet a multitude of divergent (and controversial) viewpoints 

has developed and this raised the question: should limits be placed on some perspectives?  

This question becomes especially poignant when you consider that many young people 

increasingly distil ideas about identity from digital platforms. To help students in the formation 

of their identity, education programs should include tools to critically navigate online 

knowledge sources. 

In this workshop, participants will unpack the assumptions behind expressions of identity that 

do not respect difference (e.g., white nationalism or radical religious supremacy) or that use 

violence as a means of expression. Through interactive group work, participants will learn 

about digital safety, digital resilience and digital leadership and identify the logical fallacies 

most commonly used by hate groups online. This will allow them in turn to return to the 

classroom and help young people build resilience to hate speech and develop critical and 

historical thinking skills, while exploring issues around digital safety and inclusion. 

 

Friday 20 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Disagreement Through Multiperspectivity in Practice 

Anna Huijgen, DENISE Amsterdam, Maayke de Vries, International School Almere 

History without disagreement would be boring, wouldn’t it? Educators are challenged to teach 

students how to disagree in a respectful way while staying open-minded to new ideas and 

perspectives. In this workshop Anna Huijgen (DENISE Amsterdam) and Maayke de Vries 

(International School Almere) will use three approaches or “layers” to teaching disagreements 

(Wansink et al. 2018): multiperspectivity in the past; multiperspectivity between past and 

present and multiperspectivity in the present. 

The first layer consists of the perspective of individuals, people or groups who have been living 

in a particular moment in the past. For this, primary sources can be used to represent a 

multitude of views in that event. 

The second layer is about historiographical approaches and interpretations to the past , 

developed by historians (but also politicians and journalists) who mostly did not live in the 

same time period as the events they write about. 

 



The third layer is the approach of history from a contemporary position. The goal for students 

is to realise that perspectives are personal, that teachers and students are consumers of 

history and that we make our own constructions of the past. 

In this workshop we will put into practice one activity for each layer so educators can 

experience each approach and how disagreement can be conducted within the classroom. The 

aim is to provide educators with practical examples, which are easily translatable to their own 

context, so teachers get hands-on guidelines on how to address controversial topics. The 

workshop also aims to have a dialogue between educators to exchange their best-practices in 

teaching multiperspectivity regarding debated and controversial topics. 

 

Saturday 21 November: Plenary Workshop 

 

14:00 Plenary workshop on Assessment 

Anthony Malone and Majella Dempsey, Maynooth University 

During this session, Anthony and Majella will introduce a series of different assessment 

methods, discussing what each of them is most suitable for, and how to practically implement 

these methods in the classroom. 

The plenary workshop will actively engage participants, who will be asked to try out some of 

the methods and to share their thoughts about and approaches to assessment. 

The assessment methods presented in this plenary workshop are based on the Teacher Guide 

on Learning to Disagree. 

 

 

  



23 - 27 November: Workshop Round 4 

 

Monday 23 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Postwar Dilemmas 

Jakub Mańczak, Pilecki Institute 

This workshop deals with different topics connected with themes of conference. It shows, how 

radically borders of post-war Poland were changed and how it affected polish citizens. It shows 

how many polish citizens were expelled out of their homes during the war and met the end of 

the war on exile (and the reasons they stayed abroad or got back). Finally, it shows how 

personal fates were shaped by extremely complex political situation – two governments 

claiming their right to legal representation of the nation, Red Army occupation of polish 

territories, falsifying elections by communist and persecution of agrarian movement and all 

opposition. All those complex matters raise disagreement in classroom. We trying to “defuse” 

the controversial topic by placing participants in shoes of different historical characters to 

show their motivations and situation. 

 

Tuesday 24 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Moving Beyond Perceived Borders: Dealing with Disagreement in Contested 

Borders 

Amaia Lamikiz and Angela Bermudez, Learning to Disagree Team 

Borders divide land into countries, and communities into different societies. Where a border is 

placed is a highly contested issue and to this day many borders cause serious conflict. 

This workshop is the product of the Learning to Disagree project. This project was initiated in 

response to the needs of educators who experience difficulties in addressing sensitive and 

controversial issues in their classrooms. The project, now in its final stages, offers trainings and 

support materials for teachers to face these topics head-on with their students. These 

materials aim to teach students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to consider alternative 

interpretations, and the ability of interacting with people that they disagree with in a 

constructive manner. 

Amaia and Angela are all core members of the Learning to Disagree project.  In this workshop 

they will aim to present the work they have developed. Starting with a general introduction on 

how the multiperspectivity approach can help us to work on contested issues in the classroom, 

they will then present the materials we have created to help our students reflect and debate on 

the topic of borders. For this purpose we will use some European examples to make students 

aware of how communities draw their borders, and how we can deal with disagreement in 

cases of controversy. 

 

 



Wednesday 25 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Adopt a Monument 

Marjan de Groot-Reuvekamp, Adopt a Monument Project 

The Adopt a Monument project is designed to bring local war history and remembrance to life. 

In this workshop, led by Marjan, you will explore the teaching materials of Adopt a Monument, 

whilst also discussing philosophical questions to stimulate dialogue on commemoration and 

teaching. 

By adopting a monument or war grave and organizing a commemoration thousands of 

children in the Netherlands are annually involved in the (local / regional) history of the Second 

World War, the tradition of commemoration and associated rituals. With the teaching materials 

of ‘Adopt a monument’ they explore the story of the monument, they reflect upon the 

importance of commemorating and celebrating and they design their own commemoration. 

This monument or grave that the children adopt is located in their own neighbourhood, thus 

they really are discovering their own local history. They learn what commemoration is and why 

it is important to pass on the stories from the war. 

The workshop starts with a short presentation of a research project (conducted by Marjan 

together with Arie Wilschut) on the effects of ‘Adopt a monument’ on grade 7 pupils’ 

knowledge and attitudes regarding war commemoration (rituals, values, meanings) in relation 

to the (local) occupation history of the Netherlands during the Second World War. 

The workshop focuses on primary schools, however the materials can also be used in lower 

secondary schools. 

 

Thursday 26 November 

16:30 – 18:30 People on the Move – Why Do People Disagree About Migration? 

Benny Christensen, Learning to Disagree Team 

This workshop is the product of the Learning to Disagree project. This project was initiated in 

response to the needs of educators who experience difficulties in addressing sensitive and 

controversial issues in their classrooms. The project, now in its final stages, offers trainings and 

support materials for teachers to face these topics head-on with their students. These 

materials aim to teach students vital skills such as the ability to listen, to consider alternative 

interpretations, and the ability of interacting with people that they disagree with in a 

constructive manner. 

Benny is one of the core members of the Learning to Disagree team. The workshop will focus 

on developing lesson plans on the topic of migration to Europe, so you can apply this lesson 

plan directly to your classroom. Migration is not a new phenomenon, yet it remains the cause 

of many heated debates, not least in classrooms. Therefore, Benny designed this learning 

activity around the topic. Via group work and general discussions, you will work on a variety of 

strategies based on an exemplar lesson plan. You will engage in this exemplar lesson plan by 

developing parts of the learning activity People on the Move – why do people disagree about 

migration?  with fellow colleagues from all over Europe! 



Friday 27 November 

16:30 – 18:30 Addressing Competing Historical Narratives in a Diverse Classroom 

Gijs van Gaans, Fontys University of Applied Sciences 

Are you aware how you construct historical narratives? Do you understand your own bias in 

organising and highlighting specific historic events? Do you understand how your students 

construct a historical narrative based on their own experiences in life? 

In diverse classrooms some historical topics can be quite sensitive. Discussing these subjects 

may sometimes even lead to heated debates, where emotions seem to be more important than 

sound arguments based on evidence. In some cases the history teacher might be reluctant to 

address these topics, because they don’t know how to deal with these emotions. This 

workshops tries to provide tools, not only how to understand these emotions and the 

narratives behind them, but also how to incorporate them as an explicit element in your 

classroom while maintaining a safe learning environment. 

 

Saturday 28 November: Plenary Session (Marketplace) 

 

14:00 Marketplace on Contested Cultural Heritage 

Moderators to be confirmed 

During this session, participants will learn about the research that EuroClio and the Institute 

for Historical Justice and Reconciliation have been doing to study contested histories in public 

spaces. 

Then, they will have the possibility to reflect on how the teaching strategies presented 

throughout the Annual Conference can be applied to examples of controversial cultural 

heritage within their local context.  

To prepare to this session, participants are asked to send an image of an example of 

controversial street names/monuments/buildings in their country. 

 

 

Sunday 29 November: Celebratory Pub Quiz 

 

19:00 Official Conference Closing 

How did we do? What could we have done differently? Do you have any suggestions for us? You 

will have space to share this and much more! 



19:30 PubQuiz 

Moderators to be confirmed 

The Pub Quiz tradition continues. After an exciting Pub Quiz in Gdansk, Poland – featuring 

among other topics Pop Culture, knowledge of EuroClio, and knowledge of the history of 

Poland – you are invited to get together in carefully constructed teams and to challenge your 

peers with six new rounds of questions.  

Who will be the next Pub Quiz champion? Join us on to find out!  

 

 

 

After the Annual Conference: 

Networking Sessions 
 

Did you (e)meet colleagues that you hadn’t seen for so long, and would you like to catch up with them in 

private, without having to use the chat? Then, join our special networking sessions. 

 

How does this work? 

Throughout the Annual Conference, you can privately chat with other participants to the sessions and 

workshops, and agree with them to meet up in one of the three networking sessions that take place in 

December. Once you have agreed on the day that you would like to meet up, email us at 

alice@euroclio.eu or djoera@euroclio.eu. We will share the link to the networking session with you. 

You can meet at any time within the time slots that we have set up. For example, you can decide to 

meet at 17:15 on Tuesday December 1st. We will be there to let you in the meeting, and to set up a 

separate room for you and your colleagues to have a private chat. 

If you would like to see who joins online, but have no set appointments, you can email us anyway, and 

we will let you in at the very beginning of the networking sessions. 

 

The networking sessions will take place on: 

 Tuesday December 1st at 16:30 – 18:30 

 Thursday December 3rd at 16:00 – 18:00 

 Saturday December 5th at 15:00 – 16:30 


