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Teacher Instructions

Duration: 6 hours

Age-level: Ages 16-18, Grades 9-12.

Keywords: Museums, History, Identity, Selection, Historical narratives, Multiperspectivity, Memory, Artefacts. 

Materials: Handouts of images, highlighters, flip charts, crayons, glue, scissors, coloured papers, post-its, maps and plans of the museums.

Preparation:  It is advised for educators to prepare a list of the resources regarding the museums and historical sources for the country where they will realize the lesson plan.

Enquiry Question: How do museums display y(our) history and identity?

Description: This learning activity explores the role of museums in narrating national history. The lesson uses Cyprus as an exemplary case study, however, the lesson can be applied to any museum, as it is an exploration into the nature, selection and the use of evidence in constructing historical narratives. This lesson should lead to a development of the student’s understanding of the use of evidence to construct historical narratives. Students should move away from the view that historical knowledge is certain and universal, towards an understanding that historical knowledge is open to interpretation and therefore also provisional. This lesson focuses on the role of museums as they mediate the relationship between the visitors and the past. 

This lesson plan has been designed for high school children as a final project at the end of their secondary school years. The students will need to have substantive knowledge of their national history for this teaching activity to be really effective. Learners will examine museums in Cyprus to focus on the elements which are missing and the historical eras which are absent or repeatedly emphasized in the museums. Learners will have the opportunity to analyse museums as sites of memory that create national identity and belonging. To develop the knowledge gained through this plan, students will be assigned the role of a curator to design a collection for an exhibition on the history and identity of Cyprus. Finally, with the assistance of the teacher the students will share their exhibition in a gallery walk with peers at schools.









Learning Outcomes: 


Students will:

· Develop visual literacies to identify and explore the relationship between the objects and the representation of the past in the museums.

· Understand the process of source selection and interpretation in constructing a narrative of the past. 

· Discuss why certain groups, events, or ideas are not represented in national museums. 

· Acquire critical thinking skills about the concept of multiperspectivity.

· Develop new ways of discovering ‘smaller stories’ together, to create meaningful ‘big stories’ about the past.

· Design their own exhibitions by actively engaging in the process of curating.



	Lesson 1:  Museums and Artefacts



Learning Activity 1: What is a museum? What is displayed in these spaces?

	The aim of this learning activity is to capture the interest of the students in the topic. The central theme of the unit is introduced early in Lesson 1. All students are asked to bring in an artefact that represents the history and culture of Cyprus. You will then select a limited number of these artefacts to display in a class exhibition on the history and culture of Cyprus. This initial act of selection will be effective in introducing the idea of museums and museum curators selecting only certain artefacts or interpreting these artefacts differently based on political, national or other grounds. 



· Before the lesson: Ask students to bring something from home that they think represents the history and culture of Cyprus. Give students ideas about the kind of artefacts they could bring from home. Brainstorm a list of possible artefacts with students. 

· Choose only some of the objects your students bring in for an in-class exhibition. The chosen objects will be displayed on a history and culture of Cyprus display in class. Hopefully, student’s whose artefacts have not been included in the class exhibition will protest and ask why their artefacts have not been included. This will be a good time to explain to students that you wanted to highlight only certain aspects of Cypriot history and culture and the ones you felt were the most important. This might lead to a class discussion on what museums should include and who gets to decide what artefacts are included or excluded. 

· End the class with a brainstorm on Museums. Student can use the simple graphic organizer Lesson 1: Learning Activity 1: Museum Brainstorm to jot down their ideas for discussion. Some of the questions you could ask students to consider are: What is a museum?; Why are museums or museum displays produced?; When were museums established?; Who is responsible for selecting the artefacts that go on display in museum in Cyprus?



Learning Activity 2: Interpreting Artefacts

	After capturing the interest of the students in the role museums play to illustrate national history, the aim of this learning activity is to reflect on the existing knowledge that the learners have about museums and in particular artefacts. Students will gain an understanding of the museums and the objects/artefacts displayed in these spaces. They learn to think in a broader way about the relationship between museums, collections and the artefacts which offer direct access to the past.



· Provide students with a selection of images of 4-6 artefacts displayed at local museums. Images of the artefacts should be printed and shared with the students to familiarize them with the objects displayed in the museums.

· Divide student up into group pairs or groups of 3 and ask students to think about the artefacts and why they are important for museums by raising following questions for a discussion: 

· What is this artefact? How was it made? What could it be used for?
· Who made and/or used this artefact? 
· What does the artefact tell us about the lifestyles of the people who made 			it or used it? 
· How limited is the knowledge that we gain from these artefacts?

· Students can use the handout Lesson 1: Learning Activity 2: Interpreting Artefacts as they interrogate the sources.

· Some examples of artefacts that students may examine are:

· Amphora
· Sarcophagus
· Coins
· Territorial maps
· Manuscripts
· Costumes
· Golden masks
· Jewelleries
· Statues


	Lesson 2:  Museum Fieldwork



Learning Activity 1: Pre Visit

	Students work collectively to engage in a critical discussion about the collection of a museum and to understand the importance of reading the past through the artefacts displayed in a museum. 



· Decide if you will be taking the students to an archaeological museum or to an ethnographic museum. Please note that certain museums do not have such a distinction. Therefore depending on how the museum is organized the teacher can make a decision.

· This is a handy list of the museums to be visited in Cyprus across the dividing line: 

· The Cyprus Museum
· The National Struggle Museum
· The Museum of Barbarism
· Kyrenia Shipwreck Museum
· Cypriot Folk Art Museum
· Leventis Museum
· CVAR/ Severis Museum
· Canbulat Museum


· It is recommended to prepare a list of the museums in your city and or region prior to the realization of the lesson plan.


Before the visit: 

· Ask students if they have visited the museum before, ask them to share their experiences or recollections of the museum.

· Provide students with detailed instructions for their task during the visit. Inform students about the museum and show pictures of it to them.

· Distribute the map of the museum to the students and provide them basic information regarding the collection of the museum.

· If you would like to limit your activity to a specific historical timeline indicate this exhibition hall on the map provided to the students.



Learning Activity 2: Museum Visit Activity

During the visit:

· Provide each student with two cards/images which will give more information on what type of artefacts students should to look for. Set a certain amount of time and inform them to meet you at the entrance of the museum at the end of this time.

· Explain to students that what they have to do is to locate these images within the museum. Ask students to find an artefact that is similar to the one on the card.

· One of the cards given to the students will be of a missing object, a type of artefact that is not present in the museum. Students will not be able to find a similar artefact in the museum.

· Examples of missing images/artefacts: representations of a woman or women, depiction of poor men or women, slaves, gods and goddesses, ethnic or religious minorities.

· While the students are looking for these images they should also pay attention to how these artefacts are displayed and where they are exhibited, ask students to note down if the artefact was displayed in a prominent position? Are these artefacts located at the beginning of the exhibition hall? If yes, what is the meaning of it?

NOTE: Examples of the missing objects will vary depending on the country. However, most museums have a masculinized narrative of history. Therefore, the names and images of important women who have contributed immensely to the history of that country can be an example. 

For the case of Cyprus, the Ottoman period in Cyprus is considered a controversial topic. The Ottoman cultural heritage sites can be used by teachers for this lesson plan. Toponymal changes are common phenomena across the dividing line for the creation of a collective memory. Therefore, the names of the former Turkish or Greek names of certain villages are a good example of missing chapters or items from Cypriot museums. Ask students to find these names on the maps displayed at these museums.




Back in the classroom:

· Open up a discussion by using the flashcards of the missing objects given to the students during their museum visit. For instance in Cyprus, this will be the Ottoman period in Cyprus. Invite students to reflect upon the question of: Why is it difficult to talk about the Ottoman period in Cyprus? In other countries, students could explore: Why their museum do not mention certain groups, events or periods? 

· After the introductory session, open up a discussion about the absence/gap within the history of your country by making use of the student’s knowledge of their national history and of the insights gathered by students during their museum visit.




	Lesson 3:  Curating an inclusive exhibition. 



Learning Activity 1: Preparing the Exhibition

	So far, students have discovered that there are absences or gaps in the way history is represented in museums. Therefore, the purpose of this learning activity is for students to develop an exhibition that is the story of everyone: more inclusive and more diverse. The aim of this activity is to develop historical consciousness and understanding through concepts like historical change, continuity and diversity. Acquiring critical thinking about the concept of multiperspectivity enables students to comprehend the different kinds of claims made by the exhibitions in the museums.



· Divide students into 4 groups of 5 students. Ask students to discuss in groups the approach that they will adopt as the curators of an exhibition. Their aim is to be as inclusive as possible.

· The focus of their exhibition will be on the absent items, artefacts, maps, photos, or images that each student has failed to find during their museum visit. They will be expected to display these items in a coherent way.

· The concept of multiperspectivity is the key term to equip the students with required knowledge so that they can curate an exhibition. Whilst curating their own exhibition, ask students to think about the missing items in the museums that they have visited to reflect on these artefacts.

· Prior to the beginning of their group work, ask students to think about the following elements:

· Things to think about while designing an exhibition
· The artefacts/maps/images to be chosen
· The timeline to be addressed
· The people to be included
· The concept of multiperspectivity


· RECOMMENDED: Assign homework to the students for the upcoming step of the lesson plan. Students will carry out some online research at home about the exhibition halls of the museums, collections and the way these spaces are organized to display a collection.

· NOTE: In order to make the task more achievable, ask students to concentrate on a particular age or a historical period.


Learning Activity 2:  Researching and Designing the Exhibition

	Students will research and design their exhibition, however the teacher will introduce a financial constraint, which will force the students to select the best possible artefacts or materials. The financial constraint means that students will not be able to exhibit every item they have planned to use and will force them to make a selection. Students will share their work with peers. The gallery walk requires students to physically move around the room and raise questions to discuss with their classmates.



· In this lesson you will return to the hook that was used in Lesson 1, the exhibition of selected materials brought by the students to the classroom.
 
· Explain to students that each museum has financial, spatial, curatorial limitations and challenges. Students will need to understand that selection is necessary.
  
· Give students time during class to conduct their research and time to work on the content of the gallery walk.

· Students will need images of important artefacts, objects, costumes, heroes, maps and texts of certain historical chapters. They will also need highlighters, coloured pencils, glue etc. All these materials will be provided. However they will not be given free of charge to the students.

· Each group will receive a 10 Euro budget to purchase these items from the teacher. With this budget they will also need to buy flip charts, pens, pencils, or coloured papers and pay for any images they print out. Explain to students that they can also draw or illustrate their own artefacts or maps as well.

· Provide post-its to the students so that they can write down their suggestions/recommendations about the exhibitions and stick them up on the wall.

· Remind students that they will share an exhibition hall with their peers so there will be a limitation on the space as well. 

· TIP: To encourage the creativity of the students ask them how they will name their exhibitions.


Gallery Walk

· [bookmark: _u347wyhppemf]The Gallery walk is the end product for the enquiry. Students will share an exhibition hall to display the exhibition that they have curated. Starting from the 1st team each team will present their exhibitions to their classmates.

· [bookmark: _uhs3ah8esi5x]Later on, the students will be invited to participate in a gallery walk to evaluate the works of their classmates. During the gallery walk students are expected to explore multiple texts, images and artefacts around the exhibition hall.

· [bookmark: _lz466idd3pyn]Before the gallery walk starts, distribute post-its to the students so that they can write their comments/suggestions and stick them up on the exhibitions prepared by different teams. 
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