Lesson 2: Learning activity 2: Student Cause Cards: What caused the war?
Group 1:
Read the cause card, and then categorize your cause card with regard to whether the card explores a social, economic, religious or political cause. Then, decide if the cause is a long term or short term cause. Finally, decide how your cause led to the outbreak of civil war. You will need to share you findings with the rest of the class


Bombardment of Beirut Airport

In December 1968, a swift commando operation was carried out by Israelis in Beirut airport. Three Israeli soldiers stepped out of the Israeli plane that landed in the airport, and they blew up 13 civilian airplanes parked in the airport. This operation came in retaliation to a guerrilla operation on an Israeli civilian airplane in Athens conducted by Palestinians who had taken refuge in Lebanon. The operation in Beirut was seen as a strong warning to the Lebanese authorities to control the Palestinian militants in Lebanon. 













Group 2
Read the cause card, and then categorize your cause card with regard to whether the card explores a social, economic, religious or political cause. Then, decide if the cause is a long term or short term cause. Finally, decide how your cause led to the outbreak of civil war. You will need to share you findings with the rest of the class.


The Cairo Agreement

The agreement, signed on 3 December 1969 in Cairo, aims at organizing the armed Palestinian presence in Lebanon. At the time, Lebanese President Charles El Helou sent a delegation headed by Army Chief Commander Emile Boustani to Cairo to negotiate with Yasser Arafat, head of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), under the supervision of Egyptian defense minister Mohamad Fawzi. Lebanon recognized the political and military presence of the PLO in Lebanon which gave legitimacy to its presence and its military resistance operations launched from Lebanon’s Territories. 














Group 3
Read the cause card, and then categorize your cause card with regard to whether the card explores a social, economic, religious or political cause. Then, decide if the cause is a long term or short term cause. Finally, decide how your cause led to the outbreak of civil war. You will need to share you findings with the rest of the class


The Economic situation before the war

In the years prior to the war, Lebanon's open economy and wise fiscal policy pursued by its governments attracted foreign investment to Lebanon and provided a safe refuge for deposits and investments. Local investments were also encouraged which helped the economy to flourish. In the early seventies, the Lebanese Lira reached unprecedented levels against foreign currencies. Beirut became the region’s most important banking and commercial center. However, the economic flourishing did not equally affect all the Lebanese. There were clear disparities, on one hand in per capita income, on the one hand unequal development across Lebanese regions. This disparity was very clear between the urban, especially Beirut, and the remote rural areas. The rural areas did not benefit, as the cities did, from the supremacy of the fiscal and commercial sectors. Moreover, the subsequent Lebanese governments did not put enough effort to strengthen the agricultural sector and develop the rural areas lacked behind. 







Group 4
Read the cause card, and then categorize your cause card with regard to whether the card explores a social, economic, religious or political cause. Then, decide if the cause is a long term or short term cause. Finally, decide how your cause led to the outbreak of civil war. You will need to share you findings with the rest of the class.


Fishermen’s crisis and the death of Marouf Saad

In February 1974, the fishermen’s demonstration marched in Saida. Protestors denounced the decision of the Lebanese government to grant a company called “protein” an exclusive right to fish along the Lebanese coast. One of Protein’s main shareholders was former president Kameel Chamoun. Fishermen considered the decision as a threat to their livelihood. The Lebanese army had been positioned in the city of Saida to back up the decision. During the demonstration, shooting started during which the leader of the Popular Nasserite Party "Marouf Saad" was wounded. He died a few days later affected by his wounds.













Group 5
Read the cause card, and then categorize your cause card with regard to whether the card explores a social, economic, religious or political cause. Then, decide if the cause is a long term or short term cause. Finally, decide how your cause led to the outbreak of civil war. You will need to share you findings with the rest of the class.


The bus of Ain Al Rummaneh
[bookmark: _GoBack]
On April 13, 1975 a bus carrying passengers, mostly Palestinians on their way to the Tal-el-Zaatar refugee camp, was showered with bullets in Ain el Remmaneh. The attack culminated in the death of 27 of them and many were wounded. This incident was seen as a retaliation to this the shooting incident that took place earlier during a church inauguration in Ain El Remmaneh by Sheikh Pierre Gemayel, Head of the Phalangist party. Bullets were fired against the church, two persons were killed, one of them being Gemayel’s bodyguard.  The April 13 incident marked the beginning of the civil war that lasted from 1975 to 1990.







