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	“How did the Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) change people’s lives?”
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Teacher Instructions 
Duration: 6 (45 – 55 minutes) periods.
Age Level: Ages 16-18, Grades 10-12. 
Keywords: Lebanese civil war, emotional, social, economic, educational effects, regional and sectarian divisions, oral history.
Materials: papers, pictures, texts, cardboards, colored papers, cameras, phones, microphones.
Preparation: Teachers who do not have a background in Lebanese History can read the student information handouts as background reading. The lessons provide different options for the teacher but do not demand extensive teacher background knowledge due to the reliance on student inquiry and primary sources. If students have access to technology through classroom internet connections and access to devices, then classroom research is encouraged. 
Enquiry question: How did the Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) change people’s lives?
Description: Students will learn about the changes in the lives of people during the civil war in Lebanon between 1975 and 1990. The lesson seeks to explore an emotive and controversial issue and is designed for Lebanese high school students in mind. The Lebanese civil war is not currently taught in the Lebanese National History Curriculum and History teachers in the country have been exploring how best to approach the topics. In this unit, students will be studying the causes of the conflict but the focus of the lesson will be on exploring, documenting and reflecting on the experience of living in a conflict zone. Students will be working as Historians, documenting the impact of the war on the people of Lebanon, through interviews with their families, which will provide a cross-generational experience of the past. Students will be conducting face to face interviews with acquaintances or members of their extended family and documenting oral history and first hand experiences of the civil war. Students will work in groups to explore different recollections and reflections of this conflict. Through group work, they will gain cooperative skills, communication skills, and time management. Through the different opportunities to reflect on their learning it is hoped they will gain empathy for those who experienced the civil war. This lesson aims to provide a case study of how to approach the teaching of emotive or controversial topics in recent History. 



Learning outcomes: 

Students will:
· Consider different perspectives.

· Acknowledge the similarity in people's experiences, regardless of their belonging to different groups.

· Take a stance against violence.

· Gain awareness and gather evidence through conducting interviews.

· Develop reflective and analytical thinking especially by linking the past to their current life.

· Practice skills such as collaborative work, pictures analysis, text analysis, interview making, oral history documentation and essay writing.



	Lesson 1: Using a primary source (two 45 minute periods)



Learning activity 1: Samira
	The lesson is based on one powerful visual image. Photographs are important sources to better understand the past and establish empathy for the human suffering that occurred during the civil war. Teachers wanting to teach other civil wars can use the same strategy. The shocking image is intended to capture students’ interest and begin a discussion about the impact the civil war had on the people of Lebanon. 



· Project the image of Samira for whole class viewing. Divide students up into 3 groups and explain to student that they will be analysing this photo. Ask students to consider the image carefully.

· Share Lesson 1: Learning Activity 1: Student Worksheet 1: Samira, photocopied for individual or group use, or simply provide each student with 3 pieces of coloured card/post its (3 colours, one for each question).

· Ask students to first answer the question: “What do you see?” Give students in each group time to share their ideas with the whole class. Then ask students to answer the second question: “What don’t you see?” Give them time to share their ideas with the whole class. Finally ask the students to answer the third question: “What can you infer?” Give them time to share their ideas with the whole class.

· Encourage students to discuss their ideas with the rest of the class.

· Explain to students that they will find out more about Samira in the next lesson

Learning activity 2: What happened to Samira?
	The aim of this lesson is to model the student activity. Students will watch, “The Story of Samira”. This is an up to date interview with the lady in the iconic image, conducted in 2017 by the author of this lesson. Watching the video is a good way to model the final outcome of the enquiry and to get them considering who they will be interviewing. The interview with Samira is hopeful and recognizes that after all the misery of the civil war, there is “light at the end of the tunnel”.



· Show the interview with “Samira”, the lady in the picture used in Lesson 1.

· Ask students to discuss with their peers and the teacher the following question: “How does the story of Samira help us to better understand how war changed her and her family’s life?”

· Students are free to write their reflection on this question on the board or on the flip chart.

· Explain to students that their Inquiry question is “How did the Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) change people’s lives?” Explain to students that in order to answer this question they will have to conduct an interview with a parent or a relative about their daily life during the civil war.

· Explain to students that the interview can be presented as an audio, a video, or a written report, or a combination of all three.

· Hand out Lesson 1: Learning Activity 2: Student Guidance for tips and instructions on how to carry out and document an interview. 


	Lesson 2: Causes and Images of the war (three 45 minute periods)



Learning activity 1: What do I know about the Lebanese Civil War?
	The aim of the lesson is to determine how much students already know about the Lebanese civil war. This lesson will help to introduce the focus of the lesson. The student will start with the general question: “What do I know about the Lebanese civil war?”



· Ask pupils: “What do you know about the Lebanese Civil War?” Have student fill in a KWL chart. Students can use Lesson 2: Learning Activity 1: Student Worksheet to help organize their ideas.

· As an in-class activity or as a home assignment, ask students to do some online research on the Lebanese Civil War. For this, provide accurate and reliable resources and references for students to return to.

Learning Activity 2: Understanding the context and building causal thinking: “What caused the war?”
	This lesson provides important context and a chronological framework for the Lebanese civil war. It will help students to understand what led to the war and will promote causal thinking.   



· Students will work in groups of 3 or 4.

· Give each group one cause-card about a factor that triggered the war. This Lesson comes with 5 prepared cause cards in Lesson 2: Learning activity 2a: Student Cause Cards, but teachers can develop these sources with additional cause cards or textbook entries.

· Ask each group to read their assigned text. Students will first need to read the cause card. Secondly, they will need to categorize the cause (social, economic, religious, and political), and thirdly decide if their cause is a long term or short term cause. Finally, they will need to decide how their cause contributed to the outbreak of the civil war. Ask the groups of students to share their findings with the rest of the class.

·  As the different groups share their knowledge and understanding of their assigned cause, have the other students collect their findings in the sample graphic organizer in Lesson 2: Learning activity 2b: Student Worksheet: Causes of the Civil War.

· As a culminating activity, ask students to work in their groups to create an infographic on the causes of the civil war. There are some useful websites and apps to help students develop their infographic such as https://www.canva.com/.
 
Learning Activity 3: Using sources to build evidence: Lebanon before and after the war. 
	This lesson helps students begin to realize the changes that occurred as a result of the civil war, and also what elements of daily life were preserved. After examining the causes of the civil war and seeing powerful images of destruction, students will examine other elements of daily life during war.



Destruction of War

· Ask students to work in groups of 3 or 4.

· Share Lesson 2: Learning Activity 3a: Destruction of War with the groups. Give each group two pictures of the same place, one before and one after the war. Give the groups two minutes to observe the pictures.

· Ask the students to answer the following questions: “What are your impressions?” Then: “What do the pictures tell you about the impact of war on people’s lives?” 

Life Goes On 
· Share Lesson 2: Learning Activity 3b: Life goes on. Project onto a screen the two newspaper advertisements: Festivities or luxury life taking “during” the war.

· Ask the students to answer orally the following questions: “What new ideas do these images give us about the impact of the civil war on people’s lives?”, and then ask student if the sources have changed their understanding of the impact of the civil war on people’s lives.


	Lesson 3: “We want to know”  Documentary the memory of war (two to three 45 minute periods)



Learning activity 1: Watch the Documentary
	Student will watch the documentary “Badna Naaref" which provides a narration of the memory of the civil war (1975-1990) in Lebanon by Lebanese high school students through the eyes of their parents, relatives, and neighbours. This documentary will help the students to recognize that the war had different impacts on the Lebanese people. Many of the students play computer games that involves fighting fictitious wars against imaginary enemies. This movie will show them real war in places they know or commute through, and the victims might be distant relatives or neighbours.



· Prepare the students by giving them some background information on the documentary. Explain to students that they are being asked to interview someone and document their recollections of the war. Watching this documentary is a good preparation for their task.

· Explain to students that this documentary will help them understand how people were affected by the war.

· Ask students to watch the documentary carefully and jot down notes about specific events or incidents shared in the movie. For this, students can use Lesson 3: Learning activity 1: Student Worksheet. Explain to students that they will use this information to answer their inquiry question “How did the Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) change people’s lives?” 

Learning Activity 2: How did the civil war change our lives?
	Through the documentary, students will “live” the atrocities of the war through the four stories presented. This will help them to empathize with the victims, and more fully understand the impact of the civil war and better analyse its consequences. This is relevant when discussing any war situation or when a teacher want to nurture values of peace education.



· Ask student to use their notes and recollections from the documentary they watch to answer the question: “What does this documentary tell us about the changes that occurred in people’s lives?”

· Start brainstorming, students can write their reflections on a big flip chart which can be shared with the class (visible thinking).



	Lesson 4: Oral history – Students presentation (Duration will depend on number of students in class and the length of their presentations)



Learning Activity 1: Sharing Student Presentations
	The aim of this Learning Activities 1 and 2 is to give students the opportunity to share their interviews with the rest of the class and also to reflect on their findings and the findings of their peers. 



· The date for the class presentations should allow for a lapse of time for students to use their learning in Lessons 1 to 3 when developing their documentaries. Class time should be allowed to discuss student interview questions and techniques.

· Students will share their documentaries in class. It would be wise to preview this before the class to avoid technical issues or problems with file formats. This is also a great opportunity to have the students share their work with the school community in an assembly or open day.

· At the end of their presentation, students will conduct a debriefing and reflection session with the rest of the class.

Learning Activity 2: Wrapping up towards a deeper level of thinking
· Ask students to reflect first individually on their interview by answering the following questions:

1. How did your interviews contribute to building knowledge about the war?
2. How did your interview change your perspective on the war?
3. How can we avoid future conflict in Lebanon, how can we learn from the mistakes of the past? How can we learn from human experiences in the past?
4. What positive actions can individuals take to promote peace and dialogue? 

· Ask students to share their reflection with the rest of the class.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Summative Assessment: 
Explain to students that they will be writing an article in their local newspaper. The article aims to answer the question “How did the Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) change people’s lives?” 
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