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CULTURAL  LIFE

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHAPTER CULTURAL LIFE
Cultural life is an essential part of everyday life. After the Second World War, the radical changes

in political, economic and social life were reflected on the cultural life of the peoples of Albania, Bulgaria
and Macedonia. Education and science policies, school life, the arts, Youth organisations were life style
were influenced by the communist ideology. However the effects are diverse on different areas and life
could be quite colourful in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia during the different political regimes.
The transformation of the early nineties considerable changed education and gave more freedom to the
cultural life in the three countries
Cultural life deals with the following subtopics:

Education: Education and school life
Education is an important element in the development of welfare, economy and culture in a

country. It also is an important political instrument for governments, reflecting ideology, equal if this
ideology is communist, nationalist or democratic. Education and school life are easily accessible for
pupils. It is amusing for them to compare their own school life with that in the past and to reflect on it.
What different aims did education have since 1945 in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia? How did
school life differ from nowadays?

Youth organisations
During the communist regimes in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia youth organisations played an

important role in the everyday life and education of young people. How were youth organisations
working and what were their aims? What happened to the youth organisations after the collapse of the
communist regimes?

Science
How did science and higher education develop in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia after 1945?

Arts
This subtopic deals with literature, folklore, music, painting and monuments. Arts are a creative

way to realize different ideas. It is both used for political aims as well as for free expression of ideas and
emotions. How was it used and applied? And did the political aims and the free expression sometimes
collide?

Life Style
How deeply can a political regime influence the life style? It is interesting for pupils to look  at how

fashion changed over time, and also just to see that people tried to follow fashion trends under the communist
regime as well as nowadays.
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Doc. 4
For a revolutionary school  “School should really become revolutionary, distinctly different to every

school in the bourgeois state.”
E. Hoxha, works, vol.5, 1972

Questions:
1.What is the attitude of the communist state towards education in Albania?

Doc. 5
Education Orientation led to
“clashes”

 “But not only revolutionary forces were active in schools  (at the
Shkoder Gymnasium – my note).  Clandestine organizations and
groups, especially clerical ones (e.g., “National Union,” “Christian-
Democrat Union,” etc.) also tried to exercise their influence in  schools
in the first years after liberation.”

H. Beqja, “In the Foundations
of our Popular Education,”1976

EDUCAEDUCAEDUCAEDUCAEDUCATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LIFE

Doc. 1
Education, Article 28 of the
Constitution of The People’s
Republic of Albania

“In order to increase the general cultural level of the people, the state
must ensure that all citizens have the possibility to attend school. The
schools are dependant on the state. It is not  possibile to open non-
public schools, except by law.
Their activity is under the state control. Primary education is
compulsory. Education is non-religious.”

Official newspaper,
March 19, 1946

Doc. 2
The aims of Education

E. Hoxha, “Speech at the
meeting of the Political Bureau

of the Central Committee of
The Albanian Labour Party,

 March 7,  1968

“From the first day of liberation, the preoccupation of the Party and the
Power has continually been that schools, the cradle of knowledge, be
an important breeding-ground for the education of our youth in line
with the politics of the PARTY.”

Doc. 3
No one–sided
educational policy

The newspaper “The Union,”
19 September 1949

“…As far as our culture is concerned, in my opinion (Shefqet Beja,
author’s note) it should not be restricted to the eastern world only.
I feel, we should not follow a one-sided educational policy.”

ALBANIA

Key Questions:
1. In what ways did education change?
2. How did these changes affect school life?
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Doc. 6
The Education Authorities will
not deal with you, State Security
will

…When I said that our educational syllabus was purely Soviet and not
at all appropriate for our country, and that we could not make progress
with it… the Deputy Minister of Education addresses me with these
words: “The education authorities will not deal with you, state
security will”.

 Prenk Gruda, “The Journal of a
Broken Heart – 1937-1975”

Doc. 7

The students of Redagogical
school (Elnasan) performed the

play: “ We are soviet citizens”
(School archive)

Question:
1. What is the picture’s message (doc.7)?
2. How did different viewpoints influence school education?

Doc. 8
There is no “persecution” of
intellectuals

E. Hoxha, “Speech at the
Meeting of the General Council

of the Front in 9 October 1946”,
The newspaper “The Union,” 9

October 1946

“It is said that there is a persecution of intellectuals in our country. This
is said by those who want to fight us… In some measure it is also true
because the old reactionary intelligentsia is dying that learned in schools
of fascism and a new people’s intelligentsia is being born…”

Doc. 9
To keep the school free of
foreign influences…

“Exercising working-class and peasant control on school education is
a need and necessity to apply Party Politics to education, in order to
keep the school free of foreign influences.”Sh. Osmani, “The Dictionary of

Pedagogy” ,1983

Doc. 10
Distortion of democratic
aspirations in schools

 “The totalitarian communist state of proletarian dictatorship, established
after World War II, seriously distorted the schools’ national and
democratic aspirations by founding education on the principle of
CLASS STRUGGLE …”

Genc Trandafili, “The foreword
of the Historical-Pedagogical

Album”,1995

Questions:
1. Describe how the totalitarian communist state distorted the democratic traditions of school education.
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Doc. 12
Struggle against illiteracy

 “The extensive efforts to erase illiteracy undertaken by the
Labour Party of Albania…has been, and still is, the first step to develop
and strengthen our Cultural Revolution.”

S.Temo, Foreword to Ahmet Kon-
do’s book “The struggle against
 illiteracy in Albania in the Years
1945-1955”, Tirana, 1985

Doc. 13
Results of the struggle against
illiteracy

“Albania a patrimony of
European values” Tirana, 2000

By 1948, nearly 129.000 people had learned to read and write.

Doc. 14
From life in a small Greek
minority village in Albania:
erasing illiteracy in Pogon.
The newspaper “The Union,” 13

August 1946

“…On 28th  July, in the presence of the Education representative from
the sub-prefecture of Libohove, J. Fero, the course teacher, Lefter
Mano,  and the secretary of people’s council of the village G. Çani, the
examinations of the course participants against illiteracy were organized.”

Question:
1.What kind of actions were initiated against illiteracy?
2.What were the results of the struggle against illiteracy?

Doc. 11

During the course against
illiteracy, 1945
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Doc. 18
The history of the Labour Party
of Albania

Doc. 19
Basic Knowledge of
Marxism-Leninism

Doc. 20
Politic economy of capitalism

The Ministry of Education and Science Archive

Questions:
1. What was the character of the 1946 educational reform ?
2. Which system of education was applied in Albania in the 1950s ?
3. How did the curriculum change at that time?

Doc. 21
The training of teachers

The “ Union” newspaper, July
25, 1946

“…In the main cities, courses for teachers’ political and professional
clarification will be given.”

Doc. 22
Information

The “Union” newspaper,
October 16, 1946

“ The course ‘Pedagogy for minorities’ was given at the end of
theoretical classes…”

Doc. 23
Institute for teacher training The Institute of Pedagogical Studies, the important centre for  the study

of education problems, was established in Tirana in1970.Sh. Osmani, The pedagogical
dictionary, Tirana, 1983

Doc. 15
The educational reform

“ Through its execution (The Educational Reform of 1946, author’s
note), the full democratization of the educational system was
accomplished. Learning became free, elementary education became
obligatory and open to all regardless of sex, economic condition and
religious belief, the right to education in  the mother tongue for ethnic
minorities was assured, etc.”

S. Temo, “Education in the
People’s Socialist Republic of

Albania”, Tirana, 1984

Doc. 16
Toward the Soviet pedagogy “In the 50’s, all of the “old” programmes and textbooks were taken

out of use, and their denigration plus the application of borrowed
ones from Soviet pedagogy was considered creative work.”

 G. Trandafili, The Historical-
Pedagogical Album,1995

Doc. 17
“Absolutely” essential subjects
introduced

E. Kambo, “Development of
Cultural Revolution in Albania

during the years 1944-48”,
Tirana,1982

“…Absolutely essential subjects were introduced, such as History of
the National-Liberation War, the Constitution, and later, Basic
Knowledge of Marxism- Leninism…”

Question:
1. Which institutions were responsible for  teacher training?
2. Which methods were used to resolve school problems?
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Question:
1. Why did the communist regime
   supply expenditure in the field

of education?
2. What were the achievements

during the communism regime
in the field of education?

Doc. 24
Additional expenses in the field
of education

amit Beqja “In the Foundations
of our Popular Education”

“In addition to the usual high expenses that every socialist
country includes in their budget for education, considerably higher
expenditure was made to overcome the numerous material and
financial difficulties.”

Doc. 25 “…Organization of schools was accompanied by an all-round
programme for the rapid expansion of the school network by means of
new construction. The state, newly-born after the war, subsidized  this
programme with 2,722,000 Albanian Francs even though it was
experiencing great material difficulties.”

The Official Gazette, No. 85,
Law No. 172, 1948

Doc. 26
The first Albanian University

“On 16 September 1957, the University of Tirana was created.
Founding  the University in the Party’s era was not only a desire but
also a means of the highest order in the battle to build the most advanced
social order, socialism”

Pedagogical Magazine, No 4,
Tirana, 1977

Doc. 27
The Tirana University

25 years Socialist Albania –
Album, 1979

Doc. 28
A complete system of profes-
sional and higher education
E. Kambo, “The Cultural Revo-
lution 1944-1948”, Tirana, 1982

“Important tasks of the Cultural Revolution had been
accomplished, illiteracy had been eradicated, obligatory general
elementary education and later also the 7-year education (1952), were
fulfilled, all the rings and categories of schools were created including
a complete system of professional and higher education.”

Doc. 29
The maths textbook for the
Greek minority, Tirana, 1975

Question:
1. Why was the maths text-
   books written in Greek?

The Ministry of Education and
Science Archive

Glory Marxism and Leninism
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Doc. 30
Slogans used by the communist
regime to portray the character
of Education  “Education for all.” and

“Higher Education for the people’s sons too.”Hamit Beqja, “In the
Foundations of our Popular

Education,” Tirana, 1976

Doc. 31
There is no place for the sons
of enemies at schools

A part of my diary – F. Shehu,
1975

“…I was in the first course at university, when my friend
Kastriot, left his studies because his father had “killed himself”. The
party ordered his family to leave their  home in town and go to the
village. Kastriot  went with his family. His father was the first secretary
of the Communist Party in the district. We heard that he was an enemy...”

Question:
1. What were the expectations and disappointments of the ordinary people regarding the communist
    educational propaganda?
2. What is the contradiction between Doc. 30 and 31?

Doc. 32
Further revolutionization of
schools

“By denying the achievements of the European school system
and failing to transplant the Sovietsystem, the Labour Party of Albania
created the “original” Marxist –Leninist platform for further
revolutionization of schools.

The fundamental principle of this programme (the Labour Party
of Albania’s programme- author’s note) was to establish the entire work
of the school and all  of its teaching and educational structures on the
basis of the ideological Marxist –Leninist axis in  a resolute war against
all idealistic and religious influences, all foreign reactionary ideologies,
old or new. In close connection with this, and to strengthen it, all school
work was planned on the basis of triangle learning – production
work, physical and military education, by applying the teachings of
Marxism- Leninism constantly and creatively.”

Genc Trandafili, “The historical
and pedagogical album”,

Elbasan 1995

Doc. 33
Revolutionary triangle: lear-
ning, production work and
military training, according to
Article 32 of The Albanian
Socialist Peoples’ Republic
Constitution

“In the mid 70’s, the fundamental principles of further
revolutionizing schools were legally affirmed in the New Constitution of
the People’s Republic of Albania. In  Article 32 of this Constitution, it
said: “The State gives special attention to the development and education
of the new generation in the spirit of  socialism and communism.

“…In  Article 33 it is pointed out that “this is built on the basis
of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook as well as of the link between
learning and production work and physical and military training.”

“…A great change in school life, especially of secondary and
higher schools was brought about by the more constant and organized
application of the link between learning and production work
and physical and military training.”

 Hamit Beqja, “In the Struggle
for a Socialist School and
Pedagogy,”  Tirana, 1986

Question:
1. Explain, why the communist party of Albania created the “original” Marxist –Leninist platform for

further revolutionization of  schools?
2. What was the fundamental principle to further revolutionize schools?
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Doc. 34
Syllabus of pedagogical school
1986-1990

HISTORY OF PLA PSYCHOLOGY
MARXISM PEDAGOGY
ALBANIAN LANGUAGE PRACTICAL PEDAGOGY
LITERATURE MUSIC
HISTORY DRAWING
GEOGRAPHY HANDICRAFT
MATHEMATICS HOUSE-KEEPING ECONOMY
PHYSICS CALLIGRAPHY
CHEMISTRY PHYSICAL EDUCATION
BOTANY PRODUCTION WORK
BIOLOGY MILITARY TRAINING

Doc. 35
Structure of the school year 1983-1984 (in weeks)

Doc. 36
History cabinet in the secon-
dary  high school, “ P. N. Lua-
rasi”, Tirana, 1975

 School archive

Doc. 37
Children learning at kinder-
garten

The magazine “Ylli”, 1971

C lasses     P roductive  work  M ilita ry education   E xam s   E xcursions and  ho lidays V acations 

37  3  - - 1 .5  10.5  

34  4  2  - 1 .5  10.5  

32  3 2  3 1 .5  9 .5  
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Doc. 38
Marxist-leninist education in
kindergaten

 B. Dedja; “Acceleration of
psychic developmentand

ideopolitical education”, Tirana
1975

“Whereas, the mother of the four year and three month old boy asked
him deliberately this question: What is imperialism? …The imperialists
are bad. The imperialists are those americans”.

Doc. 39
Even the pupils of the elemen-
tary school be clarified…
H.Beqja, “In the Foundations of

our Popular Education”,
Tirana, 1976

“…Our school is politics, and as such it requires that even the pupils of
the elementary school be clarified… The citizen of the Albanian school,
like the Albanian citizen must be prepared politically since the desks of
school.”

Doc. 40
Ilir Xhemali’s report (pupil, aged
6) at the end of the first year,
Fier, 1989

Subjects:    Marks
1.Reading and writing Very good
2.Math Very good
3.Political and ethical
  education               Very good
4.Physical education Very good
5.Musical education Very good
6.Drawing                        Very good
7.Handy work Very good

Private archive

Question:
1. Analyse the impact of the “original” Marxist –Leninist platform on the school curriculum and teaching.

Doc. 41
“They will become technicians
of the five-year plan”(The Vlora
district professional school)

 At school, Mark Gjon Lleshi made many friends:, Boço
Çeko from Kurvelesh, Thoma Ilia from Bodrishte in Gjirokaster,
and others. They study and live together. The classes are developed
both in theory and practice.

At the school of job training. a special care is given to political
education and the all-round cultural development of students. Every
morning they are provided with political information concerning the
most important national and international events, and twice a week,
regularly, political, cultural and scientific activities on certain themes
take place. Up to now, 31 different lectures have been given, including
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the struggle to defend peace, great achievements in creating communism
in the Soviet Union and  life in countries of people’s democracies and
in our country. Great importance is also paid to cultural and artistic
development. There are 9 folklore groups, 3 theatre groups, 1 choral
group and different sports teams.

The student Thoma Ilia from Bodrishte (minority village) in
Gjirokaster is studying in his second year now. He hopes to become
a good specialist. “I will work night and day, he says, to return
this great favour the Party did me by sending me to this school.”

 M. Fero, The newspaper
“The People’s Voice,”

18 November 1952

Doc. 42
Matura,1974(Memory).The
“Janaq Kilica” High Secundary
School ,Fier (At the top of this
picture taking the book “The
History of  the Labour Party of
Albania)

Private archive

 Question:
1. How was school life organized during the communist regime according to “They will become
    technicians of the five year plan” (doc. 41)?
2. What was the ethnical composition of the students?
3. What was the impact of communist education on school life?

Doc. 43
The students, Eli, Fatma, Bruna,
Donika, Luta Yllka, in the
village of Seman during pro-
duction work time, 1974

Private archive

Question:
1. Explain, what is meant by the

production work term ?
2. What is the author’s main idea

in “The aim of production
work”?



281
UNDERSTANDING A SHARED PAST LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

CULTURAL LIFE EDUCATION

Doc. 44
Military education in kindergarten,  1971

“Ylli “Magazine

Doc. 45
“And I will defend the fatherland”,
1973

“ Shqiptarja e Re” Magazine

Doc. 46
Learn to use weapons  “ Our friends have learned to use weapons in battles against

the enemy. We are learning how to use them at school.”
The magazine “Ylli”, 1971

Doc. 47
Students during military trai-
ning

The magazine “ Ylli”, 1971

Question:
1. What do the children have in their hands?
2. Explain how their everyday life was affected by communist

ideology.
3. Find out one common element in docs. 44 & 45.
    Describe your reflections on it.
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Doc. 48
My memories of military trai-
ning at high secundary school

Written by F. Shehu,1973

I  studied at the general secondary school “Janaq Kilica”, from
1971-1974 in Fier. We spent a month in military training during one
school year at a military center near the town. During this time contacts
with our families were not frequent. We were only allowed to meet
them on Sundays. That day we were happy because our families gave
us better food. We had to eat according to a fixed schedule. We were
not allowdd to keep food where we stayed. There were many reasons
for this, but the main was because we had to be trained for a war
situation. We couldn’t eat all the food at once, so we put some of it in
our cupboards. One night we heard a loud noise. There were heavy
knocks on the door and someone shouted “alarm”. All of us woke up
and put on our clothes  in 3 minutes. We went out and three of our
teachers, who in this case were our military officers, came into our
dormitory to check us. They gathered all our food and then ordered us
to dig a big hole in order to bury the food. They also ordered us to sing
partisan songs while the food was being put into the hole. I often thought
of the “enemies” who deprived us of living our lives. But I never knew
them. Where were they?

Doc. 49
Free time during military
training at high secundary
school, 1973

Doc. 50
“Military training was really
wonderful” (Interview with
Valbona Selimllari – the first
Miss Albania )

“P. N. Luarasi”newspaper –
Matura 99

V.S. “…What has stayed in my mind was  the military training, we
did in the school which really was wonderful, I am so sorry that you
haven’t had this luck.

Doc. 51
Free time during military training
for university students, 1977

Question:
1. What different attitudes did
   students have towards mili-
   tarey education?
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Doc. 52
The teacher Trifon Çarka, with
his pupils from Allkomemaj
village, Tepelene, 1953

Private archive

Doc. 53
The role of teachers during the
communist regime

The memories of the teacher
Trifon Çarka, 2002

 “…The teacher, as a well-prepared person in the village, had
many responsibilities, such as reading the newspapers for the peasants,
the preparation and activation of the propaganda group, participation
in the various election commissions, or in economic commissions, etc.

Doc. 54
Honorary certificate for good
work by teacher M. Brozi,
1985

The honorary certificate states:
“Given for a good ideological and
pedagogical preparation, as well
as for achievements in the educa-
tion and teaching process”.

Private archive

Doc. 55
The “Naim Frasheri” medal for
teachers with high results

 Sh. Osmani Pedagogical
dictationary,1983
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Doc. 59
Teachers and students  from the
non-public Secondary High
School-INKUS, 2000

 School Archive

Doc. 56 Years      1960      1989     2000 

1.Pre-school education 

Kindergartens 434 3329 2002 

Children 23,000 125000 80443 

Kindergarten 1004 5439 3749 

2.Primary education 

 8 year schools 557 1698 1820 

Pupils 275 000 551 000 535238 

Teachers 8569 23 441 28321 

3.High Secondary education 

Schools 69 497 375 

Pupils 30 000 203 000 107435 

Teachers 1013 9367 5760 

4.Higher education 

Higher schools 6 8 11 

Students 7000 26000 40 000 

Pedagogues 288 1797 2658 

 

Statistical yearbook of the
People’s Socialist Republic of

Albania, 1990
(The data for 2000 is from the

Ministry of Education and
Science in 2001)

Question
1.Analyse the data in doc. 56  and

describe how the elements
(schools, students, teachers) of
education have changed over
the years

Doc. 57
For a democratic educational
system, after 1990  “Transition from the communist dictatorship to democracy also

implies a radical reformation of the whole educational system.”Hysni Myzyri Pedagogical
Magazine No2 , 1995

Doc. 58
Education for democratic
change

 “At the beginning of 1990, respective changes to the contents
of school education were also considered,  and the work production
and military training elements were removed without changing the general
structure.  Private education was also permitted.

The democratic developments in the 90’s were accompanied
by great changes to the education system. The first changes dealt with
removing politics from schools, reforming the education system
according to the western schools standards, starting several  new
projects aimed at democratisation and modernization of schools, the
introduction of active teaching methods, the introduction and
consolidation of citizen education in schools, etc.

In 1990 Albania  had only one university and 7 higher institutes
of pedagogy and agriculture. The higher education  system currently
has 11 higher institutions (8 of them are universities) with 40.000
students.

Before 1990, entrance to university was governed by the state
– party thorough ideological selection. After the communist regime
collapsed, university entrance was based on competition.”

The Ministry of Education and
Scienc mid-term strategy, 2000
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Doc. 60
The challenges to be faced

Nora Dudwick, Helen Shahriari
“Education in Albania:
changing attitudes and

expectations”,  2000-Published
by World Bank)

“Compared to 1991, the situation stabilized during the years
1995-1997. Things started to improve, and schools became more
secure, but it all changed in 1997. We had to live through another trauma
that destroyed this stability in a drastic frightening manner…Now
things are different and it is very difficult to work under this pressure.”
 Although 1991 was the most serious turning point for schools, the events
in 1997 further undermined people’s confidence in the stability of their
country. From 1990 –1995, the value of schools was increasing,
something was changing, but 1997 destroyed everything, the events in
1997 were like a civil war. (The war in Kosovo began in 1998 –
author’s note)

Doc. 61
The danger of girls abandoning
schools
A  TVA report, dated 11 Febrary

2002, 7. 30 p.a

“The Nikel village in the Kruja district is reviving the old principle
of keeping girls at home and for them to abandon school.”

Doc. 62
Problems to be faced

“The most overtly excluded students are from families that have
migrated from the impoverished, rural districts, usually in the northeast,
to larger cities, as well as students living in remote villages who go to
schools in neighboring villages or towns. The Roma also constitute an
impoverished and marginalized group.”

The world bank “Education in
Albania”, Nora Dudwick, Helen

Shahriari, 2000

Question
   1. What educational reforms started after the fall of communism?
  2. What were the main transformations in the school system?
   3. Explain why the education became worse from 1997-1998?

Doc. 63
The education of minority
students

“3500 children and students from the Greek minority, and about
800 children and students from the Macedonian minority are in
education. There are 420 teachers  at 50 primary schools, 46 elementary
schools and 4 secondary schools for the Greek minority, while 55
teachers work in 2 primary schools, 8 elementary schools and in one
secondary school for the  Macedonian minority. There is a Pedagogical
College in Gjirokastra with a “minority-teacher” section, in which
secondary teachers are trained. In the same town, Greek minority
students attend the “Teachers” faculty in Greek  at the E. Çabej
University”

 D.Nikollari, Pedagogical
Magazine No 2,  Tirana 1996

Question:
1. Do the minorities have rights in the field of education nowadays?
   Are there changes in the attitude towards minorities?

Doc. 64
Tomorrow will be the most
beautiful
(desire of Roma and non – Roma
children)

Dorina Verrlaci 11 age
I am in the first class at the Don bosko centre. I haven’t the

right condition to go to state school. I have a friend and I have other
friends, but they don’t played with me, because I am Roma. I would
like to become a teacher”
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Joana, News paper from the
Secondary High School

P.N.Luarasi, Tirana “Dream
that isn’t lost”,1997

Doc. 65
Cultural event at the Pedago-
gical High School, 94

Doc. 66
A pupil from the primary scho-
ol“ Jakov Xoxa” –Fier 1994-
1995, at the end of the school
year. A memory with their
teacher
Question:
1. What changes occurred after
   1990 in school life and mino-
   rity life ?
2. Explain why the open society

demands respect of human
rights?

Doc. 67
The students at the seminar are
discussing history textbooks
with their teachers, Tirana,
2001

Question:
1.Explain why is it useful to involve

the students in the educational
reform process ?

Doc. 68
School vocabulary (how the
students see some elements of
school)

The mark- A weapon with a permit that can only be used by the
teachers ( those that have done military training)
Exception- The reward of pleasure for unfrequented hours
Laboratories – Prehistoric rooms
Parents meeting – teachers meeting (a multitude of teachers) with
parents (small quantity) for the problems that don’t trouble anybody.
The school door – “Prison” door that is closed at 8 and opened at
1.10 p.m.
Toilet – Teachers privilege
School guardian – VIP that must become corrupt sometime
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Doc. 69
Initial training and professional
development of teachers

The World Bank, “Albania
issues and challenges in

education governance”, 2000

Initial teacher education is undertaken at university after
completing 12 years of education. The 1999 law on higher education
determines the autonomy of the university regarding academic freedom
in terms of curriculum programmes, methodology and research. In-
service teacher training was the responsibility of the pedagogical cabinet
of the previous district education body. The Pedagogical cabinets were
abolished in 1992 and a cascade of service training methods was
introduced.

Doc. 70
International seminar to train
history teachers and pedago-
gues organized  by the Ministry
of Education and Science in
cooperation with the Council of
Europe, 1999

Doc. 71
International seminar to train
history teachers and pedago-
gues organized by the Ministry
of Education and Science, the
Council of Europe, the Eu-
ropean History Assocation
EUROCLIO, Albania History
Assocation “Youth and His-
tory”, “Active methods of lear-
ning and teaching History”,
2001

Doc. 72
Petition to the teachers

Why don’t you try to listen to us and our needs, instead of
spending a lot of time threatening us with the only weapon that you
possess ‘The terrible MARK” .Why don’t you try a little to live our
age. You are just slaves of  the mark but don’t forget that the brave
ROBIN HOODS-never miss..”

The newspaper of “P. N. Luarasi”
gymnasium “The dream that isn’t
lost” No 1 October 1997

Questions
1.How do the students see their own problems in school life?
2.What are new possibilities for teachers trening after 1990?

Reform on History teaching in
Albania

6-8 october 1999
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Doc. 73
The new Bulgarian School

Decisions of Supreme School
Council, 05.05.1945

Fatherland Front schools are aimed at destroying fascism,
nationalism and any other reactionary ideology, to bring up  young
people according to progressive FF ideas, and to provide scientific
and social preparation to the future creators of the economic,
political, social and cultural life of the country.

Doc. 74
Law of Integration of the
School System into Real Life
and Further Development of
Education in the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria

Official gazette, issue 57,
7.07.1959.

The main purpose of the school system in the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria is to prepare young people for real life in a socialist and
communist society, connecting education with publicly-beneficial and
productive labour; to bring up the young generation  to respect and
cherish communist principles,  to love work and show socialist patriotism
and proletarian interna-tionalism.

[…]General education is free and is obligatory for all children
until 16.

Hostels, study-rooms, mess-rooms and summer camps can
be opened and supported by enterprises, co-operative farms and
other public organizations.

Doc. 75
The first class at school, Botev-
grad, 1967

Doc. 76
Pedagogical School band in
Bourgas, 1960

BULGARIA
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Doc. 77
Another book in the head

Newspaper “Zora”, 1990, No 25.

Doc. 78
Curriculum for the transition to
a common secondary education

Education aims:
-85-90% of all children aged 3 to 7 to be in kindergartens (including
54-58% in full-time kindergartens) by the year 1980. Special attention
should be given to providing kindergartens for Bulgarian, Turkish and
gypsy children.
- Primary education  for all boys and girls under the age of sixteen
should be ensured.
-By 1980 85-90% of the people who received primary education should
be finishing secondary educationS., 1977

Doc. 79
Law governing Educational
Level, General Minimum Edu-
cation and School Curriculum,
1999

7(2) The aims of general education shall conform with Human Rights,
the Rights of the Child, the freedom of conscience and religion, the
values of social education, the achievements of European and world
science, technologies and culture, and shall  be based on the traditions
of Bulgarian culture and education.
(3)The basic aims of general education are:
…
4.To build the national identity of young people in the framework of
European and world cultural traditions by means of realizing the wealth
of Bulgarian culture.
5.To ensure the right of difference on the basis of respect for the
personality and individuality of others, consideration for other
cultures and appreciation of different knowledge.

Questions:
1. Determine the leading aims of Bulgarian education throughout the different periods.
2. Were the aims really achievable? Substantiate your opinion.
3. What dependency do you see between the social–economical development of the country and
   the aims of education?
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Doc. 80
Natural reservation in the
village of Cherny Osam.

The teacher Iliya Iliev started the school collection in 1956,
and it was enlarged in 1977. It was situated in the Regional Museum
of History in the town of Lovech, in the department “Priroda”
(“Nature”). Schools in the Lovech region used it as experimental base
in biology.

Doc. 81
Curriculum for the compre-
hensive polytechnic school -
1967/68

Questions:
1.Which subjects were given
   a leading position?
2.Arrange them in groups
   according to the prevailing
   number of periods.
3.What was the object of
   assessment?
4.How did the educated per-

son in the 60’s appear ac-
cording to the curriculum?
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Doc. 84
Diploma for completed secon-
dary education. Violeta Petrova
Georgieva, School year 1977/78.

Questions:
1. What degree of education do

the diplomas refer to?
2. Which subjects are included?
3.Evaluate the aims of edu-

cation according to the docu-
ments.

Doc. 82
Certificate to Dona Nikolova Dimitrova for 4th form
primary school, School year 1949/50

Doc. 83
Diploma for completed 7th class Secondary school, Milena
Dimova Kaneva, School year 1974/75
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Doc. 85
Statistic data on education

Statistic annual of PR Bulgaria, 2000

Doc. 86
Education structure of the
economically active population
within the largest ethnic groups

Tomova, I. Gypsies in the
Transition Period. S., 1995

Questions:
1. What are the strongest tendencies regarding school types and population education levels?
2. Which types of schools predominate?
3. Make an assumption about the factors affected by these changes.

Doc. 87
It was a great day

I remember my first day at school very well. I was enrolled in
the L. Dimitriva school. I wore a gown with a white collar and red
ribbons on it. That was a great day. I was very exited. I couldn’t sleep
the whole night. My shoes were under my bed and I got up in the night
to put them on.  First grade teacher is still alive. There were both Turkish
and Bulgarian children in my class.

Keinish Suleimanova, born in
1957 in Russe

Doc. 88
Manifestation celebrating the
100th anniversary of the “Vassil
Levski” School in  the village of
Cherny Osam

HOLIDAYS IN THE BULGARIAN SCHOOL
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Doc. 89
Official opening of the school
year, 17th  September 2001

 With an official dedicatio, metro-
politan Gzigorius opens the new
academic year at Veliko Tur-
novo’s “St.Cirril and St. Meto-dius”
University (1.X.2001)

Records of the University

Doc. 90
First school day at the 120 year-
old school in the village of
German with the Prime-minister,
2001

Doc. 91
Speech by Prime Minister
Simeon Sax-Coburg-Gotha

It is not only a pleasure for me, but I am also proud to be here
on such a fine celebration day...

I will say only one word more for the teachers – because  I
have always respected them so much…

So I want you to  respect them. To consider what their dedicated
work for society really means, and what we will owe them someday…
Bulgarian Prime Minister Simeon Saks Koburggotski’s opening speech
at the beginning of the new school year.

Newspaper “Trud” (Labour),
18.09.2001.

Questions:
1. What assets of  Bulgarian society are presented in the documents?
2. What message did politicians give by participating in the celebration day?
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Doc. 92
24.05 - reception for teachers at
the ‘Bojana“ residence on the
Day of Slavic Literacy,
Education and Culture.

Doc. 93
From the diary of the young poet
Petja Doubarova, (1962 –1979).

…6.11.1978. Monday
Tomorrow is a great holiday -  7th November. It is great too, because
we are not going to school. That’s good - great fun. Today I wasn’t
tested in any subjects. There remains for us one of the dullest and
most arduous periods - namely - the class - teacher’s period. I hate
it intensely. Then we are going to have a circle with Iskarov. Last
night the theatre wasn’t that bad. “

Doc. 94
From the poem “Winter holi-
days” by Petya Dubarova.
Petya Dubarova was a student
poet.

P. Doubarova. The Bluest
Magic. S., 1988

Sweet holidays, I yearn to have you
In memories that branch like vines,
And in my winter herbarium keep you
Like a miniature tear of ice

Doc. 95
From the essay “On the Same
Bench”, 2001

Denitza is my best friend. We have studied together for two
years. She’s a very good friend. And studies very well, too. We
understand each other very well. Sometimes we help each other no
matter in what. We always share our feelings with each other. Denitza
is a very nice person. Whenever I feel sad, she tries to make me laugh
and really succeeds.

Fatne Nuraydinova Sabrieva,
6th class.,“Vela Blagoeva”

secon-dary school, V. Turnovo

Doc. 96
On the Same Bench

Children from the Stragitza home
for orphan children and teenagers

THE SCHOOL DAY AND HOLIDAY AS SEEN BY A STUDENT



295
UNDERSTANDING A SHARED PAST LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

CULTURAL LIFE EDUCATION

Doc. 97
Certificate from 12th

International Olympiad for
Computer Science, 2000

Archive of the Mathematical
High School “Academician

N.Obreshkov” in Bourgas

Doc. 98
Participants of the Balkan
Olympiad for Mathematics in
Cyprus in 1993 holding the
Augustinus plate they were
awarded  (which was broken and
then stuck together again)

Doc. 99
About XXXVI International
Olympiad for Mathematics in
Istambul, 12-24 July 1993

After discovering that I was the Bulgarian observer, a South
Korean asked for a “serious” talk. He was trying to persuade me to
cooperate with his publishing house and to write a mathematical
book of my own choice. I listened to him and asked: ”What makes
you think that I am the right person? We don’t know each other at
all!”. His simple-hearted answer was: “Of course, we don’t know
each other. But you are a mathematician from Bulgaria! When we
hear that China, Russia or USA rank first in international Olympiads
we are not surprised. These countries possess a great potential.
But how is it possible for the little countries from Eastern Europe
like yours to compete with them ? The press informs us about your
ruined economies every day. I have come here especially to establish
contacts with Bulgarian specialists. They must be the best in the
world”…

The countries which performed best were as follows: China-
215 points, Germany-189 points, Bulgaria-178 points, Russia-177
points, Taiwan-162 points, Iran-153 points, USA-151 points…

Name Points received Medals 
Mladen Dimitrov 
Avgustin Marinov 
Nicolai Nicolov 
Borislav Deyanov 
Jasen Siderov 
Valentin Dimitrov 
Total 

33 
28 
31 
29 
29 
28 

178 

gold 
silver 
gold 

silver 
silver 
silver 

6 
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Doc. 100
Declaration to the First ACPLM
Assembly concerning basic
citizens’ rights in the Democracy
of Macedonia, 2nd August 1944

  Art. 11
The People’s Authority plans to eliminate illiteracy, raise  cultural

standards and ensure free education.

Doc. 101
 Decision by the First ACPLM
Assembly to introduce the
Macedonian language as the
official language in the
Macedonian State, 2nd August
1944

AM-Fund ACPLM, 1944

Art. 1
The Macedonian language is registered as the official language

in the Macedonian State
Art. 2

The Decision enters into force immediately.

At the Monastery of Sv. Prohor Pcinjski on Ilinden, 2nd August
1944.

Secretary
Ljupco Arsov

Chairman
Metodi Andonov Cento

Doc. 102
SRM 1963 Constitution

From the 1963 Constitution of
the Socialist Republic of

Macedonia

Article 26
The social community is responsible for, and encourages the

development of  education,  science,  culture and  art.

 Article 27
The education of  citizens is conducted in a unique system of

education, as laid down by law.
Schools and all other educational institutions are required by

law to  provide equal conditions for all citizens in their pursuit of
knowledge.  All  members of the other religious communities of
Yugoslavia living in SRM are legally guaranteed the right to education
and cultural activity in their own language.

MACEDONIA

Doc. 103
1991 Constitution of R.
Macedonia

Article 44
Each young person has a right to education.
Education is available to all, under all conditions.
Elementary education is obligatory and free.

Article 45
Citizens have the right, under certain legal conditions, to establish
private educational institutions at all levels of education, except
primary elementary schools.

 From the 1991 Constitution of
the Republic of Macedonia

Questions:
1. What was the status of the education in the 1963 and 1991 Constitutions?
2. What rights did the minorities have regarding education and  culture according  to the 1963
   Constitution?
3. What kind of educational institutions could be founded under the 1991 Constitution?
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Doc. 104
Blaze Koneski, University
professor, philologist, poet and
academician

Doc. 105
Illiterate population

Nada Jurukova, Primary
education in Macedonia 1944-

1950, INI Skopje, 1990

Immediately after the liberation, Macedonia was in a very
difficult position, both in economic as well as cultural and
educational terms. The People’s Authorities, educational officials
in particular, encountered serious problems in the implementation
of cultural and educational policies: high proportion of illiterate
population, lack of professional teaching staff, the conditions of
school buildings which were either destroyed or severely damaged.
The proportion of the illiterate population was high. In early 1945,
the number of illiterate people in Macedonia above 10 years of
age was 297,000, or 67 percent of the total population.

Question:
1. What  problems did  the autho-

rities face while trying to imple-
ment educational policies?

Doc. 106
Opening the schools

The new Macedonian state welcomed its first days of freedom
with 300,000 illiterate people, or approximately 64% of the population
between 10 and 50 years of age. There were only 337 teachers in
Macedonia at that time. Schools teaching in Albanian and Turkish were
opened, as well as  in Macedonian. In the school year 1958-1959,
there were 964 elementary schools teaching  in Macedonian, with
63,324 students and 1,600 teachers, as well as 199 schools providing
8-year education with 107,600 students and 3,920 teachers. In the
same school  year, there were  183 elementary schools  providing 8
years of education  with over 28,000 students and 510 teachers teaching
in Albanian. There were also about 27 elementary schools and 8-year
elementary schools in Turkish with about 8,000 students and 170
teachers. From 1944-1946 there were only 11 secondary schools with
4,336 secondary school students in the Republic of  Macedonia.

Jovan Pavlovski, Macedonia-
yesterday and today, 1996,

Skopje

Questions:
1.What measures did the natio-

nal authorities take to elimi-
nate illiteracy ?

2.Which education did the
national authorities provide
for the minorities?

Doc. 107
National structure of the illite-
rate population in Macedonia in
1946

Nationality Males Females Total 
Macedonian 43815 100669 144484 
Albanian 33106 44161 77267 
Turkish 14404 19742 34146 
Roma 2861 3675 6536 
Vlach 398 865 1263 
Serb 314 1112 1426 
Other 25 87 112 
Total 94925  170311 265236 

Question:
1. What was the gender ratio
    concerning illiteracy?
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Doc. 108
Teaching illiterate adults to
read and write

Five years of PRM,1950

Doc. 109
Teaching  illiterate Turks and Albanians in Macedonia to read and write

Five year PRM,1950

Doc. 110
People taught to read and write
in Macedonia 1945-1950

AM, f. Ministry of Education of
PRM, box 26

Year         Number 

1949-50                  12967 

1949-51                  37411 

1949-52                  45125 

1949-53                  43642 

1949-54                  40954 

Total:         185099 

Question:
1.What is the tendency

of the literate popu-
lation from 1945-
1950.

Doc. 111
Illiterate population in the Republic of  Macedonia after  1994 census

 Total Males Females 

Total population according to the census 1 454082 721 082 732 485 

Number of  illiterate population  86 415 19 945 66 470 

 Statistic Bureau, 1994
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Doc. 112
Illiterate population in the Republic of Macedonia between 15 and 24 years of age, according to
nationality

Statistic Bureau, 1994

Question:
1. What is the correlation between the male and the female population and literacy and between the
nationalities and literacy? Compare with doc. 9. Calculate the percentages of the population and compare
the developments in literacy in general and for men, women and minorities in general. Then draw conclusions.

Doc.113
Holiday for all people

HA, Ohrid, f. Ohrid Area
Council, box 42, 1945

Opening public schools in mother tongues in the liberated
fatherland was an unforgettable and solemn event. Schools were
usually officially opened on Sundays. Before the event, pioneers
waving posters and red scarves and led by the teacher who had
been assigned to them, marched in lines through neighbourhoods
reminding people of this great and holiday for all people. Besides
pupils and their teachers, the ceremonies were attended by
representatives from the People’s Authority, social and political
organizations and guests from the local population. The events
started by singing the hymn “Hey, Slavs”, and the Macedonian
march “Sun of Freedom, Rise!”

Doc. 114
Photo - Opening new schools

Doc. 115
A student recalls the first
Macedonian language school:
Dragan Damjanovski from the
village of Podvis.

“After the end of the war in 1945 I was 12 or 13 years old and
I clearly remember my first day at school. It was the first Macedonian
school, located in the beautiful mountainous village of Podvis. The
building looked grand compared to our homes, or maybe it just seemed
so to me. Around 30 to 40 children, most of them my age, gathered in
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 Interview by Nade Molerovic

Questions:
1. Why did the teacher organize
   additional activities?
2. What activities did the stu-
    dents take part in ?

Doc. 116
Report by Blaga Delibaseva on
her first teaching job:

“In 1945 I received a ‘daily order’ from the People’s Liberating
Board in Stip appointing me as a teacher to the village of Ularci. In
December 1945, the school attendant came to our house on horseback
to take me to the village. A village barn was allocated for the purposes
of the village school. There weren’t any desks or stools. Pupils came to
school almost barefoot and hardly clad. They sat on the floor with their
legs crossed. They leant their notebooks on their knees to write. I divided
each of the few pencils I had been given before my departure into three
pieces so that each child could have a piece of pencil. A wooden closet
in the wall was used as a board. The closet cover had a rough and
jagged surface, and there weren’t any lines marked on it. All this was a
huge problem.”

A monograph of the teachers’
school “Goce Delchev”,

Skopje, 1991

Doc. 117
First Albanian-language teac-her

“An older friend of mine and I taught our women to write and
read, worked on their emancipation, and  agitated for them to remove
their veil and scarf. It wasn’t easy. We managed in different ways. For
example, we organized reading groups. I remember reading some novels
and always stopping at the most interesting places. This helped me
keep their interest and make them come to the next session. Through
these reading groups, we also agitated for the removal of the veil and
scarf. We didn’t only work in town, but also went to villages. It was a
lot more difficult there. As soon as they saw us coming, the women  hid
from us. They looked at us with astonishment. They said that women
who didn’t wear veils were immoral. We were exposed to every kind
of inconvenience. But, we were persistent.”

Questions:
1. What did the first schools look like after the liberation? Compare with your own school.
2. How did the teachers and the students feel about the first school days in freedom in the liberated
    Macedonia?
3. What was the role of the Albanian teacher in the alliteration and the emancipation of the minorities?
4. How did the Macedonian authorities care for the education of minority women ?

the schoolyard in front of the building. We were wearing caps with red
stars, and we felt proud because the red star was a symbol of freedom.
The teacher introduced himself to us and ordered us to line up two by
two.  He directed us towards the building which had only one classroom
with primitive desks and without a board or chalk. The main studying
equipment were  small boards (a stone panel) and the so-called krizale
(made from a type of stone that left a trail when scratched on the stone)
that we all carried to school and back. The teacher announced that
every time we entered the classroom we were supposed to salute
him with our fist raised to our forehead saying the slogan: “Death
to fascism - freedom to the people”.  Beside regular classes, the
teacher, who was the member of the youth organization, initiated
various working and other activities. So, for example, we provided
manpower for the needs of the pharmaceutical industry by
collecting herbal plants which were abundant in our mountain in
spring. Several times we took part in cleaning up the roads which
had been ruined by the war. We worked enthusiastically because it
was all for our and our country’s happiness.”

Interview with Nafija Cerkezi, a
teacher at “Dame Gruev”

school in Skopje.
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Doc. 118
Enlightenment of nationalities

Nada Jurukova, Primary
Education in Macedonia

1944-50, INI Skopje, 1990

The policy of people’s enlightenment, especially in teaching adults
to read and write, applied to the overall Macedonian population including
the nationalities. However, the lack of professional teaching staff  in the
nationalities’ mother tongues, plus  patriarchal traditions and  illiteracy,
especially among women, were the reasons for learning to be on a
voluntary basis. In order to accomplish better results in the Albanian
and Turkish environ-ments, special tact and engagement from young
female  activists from their communities was necessary. Since such
people were scarce the desired results were not achieved despite the
strong will and efforts.

Question:
1. What was the educational

policy concerning the education
of the minorities?

Doc. 119
Peasant children didn’t need
education

Avzi Mustafa, “Some specific
problems in the development of

primary education with
nationalities in FR Macedonia

1945-1983”, Skopje

Underestimating the value of schools was especially prevalent
among the ethnic Albanian and Turkish nationalities in the post-war
period,  when educational officials were making enormous efforts to
consolidate the organisational, personnel and financial aspects  of
primary school education. One should mention that in this post-war
period some members of the nationalities were in a type of a
psychological state permeated with patriarchal and conservative attitudes
towards the function of primary education. Some saw this as wasted
time. There was a history of religious fanaticism over centuries. This
phenomenon was especially prevalent with the Albanian population,
whereas it was only partially evident among the Turks since boys,
especially in urban environments, were not only sent to primary school
but were employed in different trade workshops. Some people with
backward attitudes believed that peasants’ children didn’t need
education, and this was especially evident in the context of village-
town migration processes where some families didn’t register their
children for primary school.

Doc. 120
Recollections by Kire Mar-
kovski, a retired policeman

“Long ago in 1963, I was a 15 year old boy strong in body
and spirit.”

“I lived in the country and most  of the day after school  I spent
with my father and grandfather, helping them with the field work which
started early in the morning until late in the evening.”

“My biggest responsibility was to take care of the sheep in the
nearby forest. I always used to take my books with me because they
were a window to the world for me. I never thought that one day I
would have to leave the country that, to me, was the most beautiful
place in the whole world. One day, Uncle Nikola, who was a neighbour
of ours, came to our house and he asked  to talk to my father. He said
it was very important. ‘You know, Mile, I have read today that they
are looking for boys in the city to train as policemen.  I think it’s a very
respected job, so I think it is a good opportunity for our children to
leave the country and to be their own people, …why should they have
a hard life like us?’ My father, not satisfied, didn’t want to hear. ‘Our
children don’t need the city life….Who will work our fields, who will
shepherd the sheep, …do you want everything to be deserted ? It’s a
pity…As long as I live, he is going to stay in the country’.“

“I begged and begged him. That year I stayed in the country,
but the following year I went to the city, for  a better life.”
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Doc. 121
The tradition against the mo-
dernization

  Zivko Cingo, “Srebrenite
snegovi” , Skopje, 1990

“You don’t know, my friend”, Uncle Martin continued quietly,
“the people are against you. It seems like your coming has put a knife in
their hearts. Why have you come? Nobody  asked for you…Why is
there a school now, Gen”, he said quietly, “why is there a school right
now in  autumn time, when there is the most work to be done. Where
can you find that except here? What else will you educated people
think about…you will make the people wonder…it can not be found
anywhere, my friend. What kind of  justice is it to take the children from
their parents, from their homes, when they are the bread in many homes”,
and Gen immediately  understood what the man wanted to say.

Doc.122
Education only for boys

Petrovska Blaga, Family Forms
in the Tetovo Area, Skopje,

1965

Introduction of the compulsory eight-year education in 1953
increased the number of children in  education, but female children
were passive in this respect as a result of the omnipresent opinion
that education was only for boys and not the girls. This was
especially true regarding attendance of the higher classes of primary
education. It was believed that female children were “others’ door”,
meaning that they would leave home anyhow, so they should not
attend more than four classes of primary education.

Doc. 123
Women from the nationalities
are to make great achievements

The number of female children attending secondary, higher and
university education is still insignificant. As the result, the education
structure of young females has not reached its realistic potential.
Discussions on this topic in some municipalities show that even in cities
there is some  reluctance. On the other hand, some municipalities are
willing to grant scholarships to every female child from the nationalities
who enrolls in secondary school. As we were informed, only a few
have used that opportunity.Enlightened woman, 1971

Question:
1. How did the authorities encourage the continuance of education among the female minority population?

Doc. 124
Religious education, 1980

Unfortunately, it has to be admitted that this year, in some
areas of Struga and Debar inhabited by Albanians, the
implementation of the educational acts has been even less
successful than last year. This applies particularly to girls, first
and foremost to those of the Moslem religion who are placed in a
very bad  situation because of their  parents policy of forcing them
to attend religious classes, and, by so doing, they only regress and
are mistreated. In 1980, there are 11,418 students, 6907 of them
girls who are Moslems.

Questions:
1. What was the conclusion drawn by the Republic’s education inspector concerning religious education
    in Struga and Debar?
2. Which traditions, and prejudices affected the realization of the educational politics?
3. Which differences and similarities were there in the education of children from different ethnic
    groups?

Doc. 125
Education of Macedonians After World War II, Macedonians in Bulgaria, succeeded in

achieving cultural and national rights in  educational and cultural terms
…it had schools in every village and high schools in every centre,

Lazar Lazarov, Macedonia in
the French Policy on the

Balkans 1944-57, Skopje 1998
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Doc 126
Macedonian teachers

Gorgi Delcev, Education in the
Pirin Region of Macedonia

1968, p. 168,  Skopje

…in late 1947, on two occasions, a larger group of Macedonian
teachers was assigned to provide instruction in Macedonian and
Macedonian National History in junior high schools and high
schools (in Bulgaria), and  to carry out cultural and educational as
well as social and political activity among the local population,
thereby triggering the beginning of  cultural and national autonomy.

Question:
1. Why do you think the Bulgarian government ended the cultural and national rights of the Macedonian
   minority in the late 1940’s?

Doc. 127
Reforms in education for natio-
nalities

V. Ackoska, Macedonia in the
Yugoslav Federation,

1943-1991, 2001

In 1985, a law on specialized secondary education was passed
guaranteeing, among other things, the right to education for nationalities
and other peoples living in the Socialist Republic of Macedonia. In
1991, this law was amended with a law on specialized education, which
requires pedagogical evidence and record to be kept in schools and
classes where instruction is carried out in one of the nationality languages,
and to be provided in the language of the respective nationality.

Doc. 128
Generation 1982

Those who are enrolling at university this year were born in
1982. A few interesting facts related to this generation:

- Tito is just another historical figure to them;
- They have never been pioneers;
- They do not know who Tihi and Prle, and Mirko and Slavko

are, let alone Bosko Buha;
- Were the Olympic Games really held in Sarajevo, and

Univerzijada in Zagreb;
- They remember only one Germany;
- “You sound like a cracked gramophone record” is a term

that is completely unclear to them;
- They have never had a gramophone;
- Has there ever been black and white television;
- Michael Jackson has always been white.

Europe No Borders, No Limits,
an AEGEC European Student
Association magazine, Skopje,

2000

Doc. 129
Cartoon

Osten, 1991

Question:
1. What was predicted with the reforms of the educational system in the secondary schools during the 80’s?

In the small bag I have textbooks,
and in the big one is money for them
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Doc. 130
First Macedonian University

Violeta AchkovskaMacedonia in
Yugoslav Federation 1943-

1991, Skopje, 2001

In April 1949, the First Macedonian University - the highest scientific
institution in the People’s Republic of Macedonia was established. The
number of faculties at this university increased to reach 28 faculties, 6
higher education schools and 8 independent scientific institutes. In 1979,
the Bitola University was established. Members of minorities also enroll
at universities in Macedonia. Construction of a private university for
Albanian-language instruction in Tetovo is under way, aimed at preparing
highly educated professionals within the Albanian population.

Doc. 131
The first students from  a Mace-
donian University (Philosophy
faculty)

5 years of PR Macedonia,
Skopje, 1950

Doc.132
Statistics for the High Edu-
cation
Under the word “faculty” it is
understood: faculties, academies and
high schools, and under the word ”
professor”, it is understood every
kind of teaching staff.

 Macedonian book of records,
Skopje, 1992
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Number Field Total graduated Albanians Percent 

1 Gen. practice 5553 185 3,33 

2 Dentistry 449 18 4,00 

3 Pharmacy 6341 210 3,31 

 

Doc. 134
Overall number of undergraduate Albanian students in Medical Faculty divided into groups

Doc. 136
Economical Faculty (business
and management)

The Albanians in Macedonia,
1994, Skopje, Masar Kodra and

a group of authors

1970-1980                23 Albanian students graduated
1980-1990                 28 Albanian students graduated

Law Faculty
1951- 1991        9341 graduated
1951-1981         5910 graduated, 80 Albanians

On the basis of the program platform and with the aim of
developing a more modern education policy adjusted to present-day
conditions of enrolling new Albanian students at higher education
institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, the Senate of Tetovo
University, in the form of a decision, suggested the Rectorate of this
university in cooperation with certain dean’s offices, to prepare the
conditions and criteria for enrolling new applicants in 1996/97 school
year at the 5th meeting held on March 23, 1996. The conditions and
criteria are based on three basic principles.
- Enrolling (advertisment) principle;
- Conditions for enrolling criteria;
- Categories and the number of students;
The students will be able to enroll at the following facultires:
Faculty of Philology (Albanian, French, English, German, Orient
languages), Faculty of Pedagogy, Faculty of Philosophy (History),
Faculty of Science and Mathematics (Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Geography), Law Facultry, Economics Faculty, Computers, Arts,
Pharmacy

Doc. 137
Tetovo University

Except from the programme of
Tetovo University, Doctor Agni

Dika, 1997, Tetovo

Question:
1. Compare the percentage of Albanian students with the percentage of the Albanians as part of the
   total population of the Republic of Macedonia. What conclusion can you draw?

Doc. 135
Overall number of postgraduate and Pd.D students in Medical Faculty

Doc. 133
Statistic data for graduates

- A total  of  114,679 students graduated between 1948 and 1993
- The first Doctor’s degree  was awarded at  Skopje university in 1957

1957-1993
Doctor’s degree - 1052 graduates

M.A. degree - 1831 graduates
Jovan Pavlovski, Mishel

pavlovski, Macedonia Yesterday
and Today, MIAN, 1996

1994-1995 - total 29057 students, 15692 of whom were female,
studied in all higher educational institutions. Number of teaching
staff - 2394
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Doc. 138
Secondary students protest for
lower participation

Why be on the street when we
could be at university ?

A weekly magazine “ Imige”,
2000

Doc. 139

A weekly magazine ”Imige”,
2000

OVERALL QUESTIONS ON EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LIFE
1. What were the aims and objectives of education after World war II in Albania, Bulgaria,
    Macedonia? What are the similarities and what are the differences?
2. In what way these aims and objectives influenced  school life?
3. What were the assets and drawbacks of the education policy in this period?
4. Research the attitudes of pupils’ and student towards their school and education before and

after 1989. Did their attitudes change or did they remain the same? Explain your answer.
5. What similarities and differences were there in the school curricula of Albania, Bulgaria and

Macedonia?
6. How useful was the educational system to prepare young generations for the reality of life?
7. What are the attitudes of pupils’ and students toward their school uniforms?
8. What are the attitudes of pupils and student towards military training?
9. Where there equal opportunities for all in the socialist time? What about today?

Mom and dad: “Sell the house-I
want to be a student”
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YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

Key Question:
1. How was and is youth life organized?

Doc. 140
Pioneer Symbols

Sh. Osmani,The pedagogical
Dictationary, 1983

“Pioneers, in the struggle for the cause of the Party and the
Fatherland be ready!” “Always ready!”( It was the  pioneer oath
that was pledged every morning in primary schools  during
the communism period .- Author’s note )

Doc. 142
The emblem of youth, 1975

Private archive

Doc. 143
Official ceremony –
membership in the pioneer
organization  “Septemvriitche”
(Bulgaria)

There is a legend on the banner:
“For the deeds of socialism, for
the happiness of our motherland-
be ready!” The answer is:
”Always ready!”

Pioneers and youth organizations

Doc. 141
Pioneer Oath (Albania)
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Doc. 144
Pioneer organization emblem
(Bulgaria)

The elements on the bad-ge
express: the flames - the unity
between the generations, building
the new social system; the red
five-pointed star - the proletarian
solidarity; the image of George
Dimitrov - the affection to the
founder of the pioneer organi-
zation; the three-colored band-love
for the motherland. The answer of
the pioneer’s slogan is written on the
badge too. It is “Always ready”.

Doc. 145
The Symbols (Macedonia)

Doc.146
Pioneer oath (Macedonia)

I swear under the pioneer banner
and before my fellow  pioneers
of our fatherland SFR Yugoslavia
that I will learn and live  a loyal son.
I swear to keep the brotherhood
and unity of our peoples, freedom
and independance of our homeland
earned by the blood of our best sons

Doc. 147
Slogan (Macedonia) W i t h  T I T O   f o r the  F A T H E R L A N D – go  f o r w a r d !

Questions:
1. How were the aims and objectives of the pioneer organizations represented in their symbols and
   rituals?
2. Why are these symbols so similar?
3. What does the pioneer’s slogan “Always ready!” mean?

With Tito for the Fatherland
–go for ward!
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Doc. 148
Main direction of cooperation
with the Youth and Pioneers
organization

B. Harxhi – The work of tutor
teacher, Tirana, 1979

“The Organization of Albanian Labour Youth Union has two political
organizations. As such they act under the leadership of the Labour
Party of Albania for the communist revolutionary education of the young
generation…”

Doc. 149
The role of youth organisations
during the communism period

“…As the Korça principal explained, youth organisations that served “
as gears of the Communist Party mechanism, kept young people under
scrutiny and squelched initiative.”
A Tirana principial

“ Education in Albania Changing
Attitudes and Expectations” –

     The world Bank, 2000

Question:
1.What was the main direction of cooperation with the Youth and Pioneers organization?
2.What was the role of youth organisations?

Doc. 150
The aim of pionier and youth
activities

Sotir Temo, “Education in the
People’s  Socialist Republic of

Albania,” Tirana, 1984

 “The Youth Organization and the Pioneer Organization in schools have
developed manifold activities for the communist education of students.”

Doc. 151
Pioneers and  youth with E.
Hoxha

R. Alia “Enveri Ynë”,1987

The magazine “Ylli”, 1981

Doc. 152
Student in actions, 1974

ALBANIA
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Doc. 153
Student in actions, 1978 and 1979

The magazine “Ylli”, 1981

Question:
1.Find out the common element in the young people’s clothes.
2.Which were the aims of the pioneer and the youth activities?
3.Which activities were organized for young people ?

Doc. 154
The uniform for first and
second grade pupils  in primary
education

Doc. 155
Pioneer uniform

Doc. 156
Youth uniform

Publication by ”Frontidemokratik shqiptar”,1984

Publication by ”Frontidemo-
kratik shqiptar”,1984
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Doc. 157
Artistic education at school

Sotir Temo, “ Education in the
People’s Socialist Republic of

Albania” Tirana, 1984

 “The ideal-esthetical and artistic education of the young generation
helps to educate sound tastes…”

Doc. 158
For marxist-leninist tastes

B. Dedja,The third Conference
of Pedagogy Studies, Tirana,

1975

“…More than 80 % of children questioned  in a second and third grade
in Durres say about tourists who have come from western countries:
“They seem to us like wild people. We have better clothes and we do
not like their clothes.”

Question:
1. Describe the school uniform.
2. Which was the main aim of using uniforms  in the communist period?
3. How knowledgeable were the students about people from western countries?

Doc. 159
The pioneers and youth in
voluntary work

“We cannot separate our new revolutionary school from the intensive
revolutionary life of agriculture, from modernization of industry and
agriculture.Prof. Bedri Dedja, “Problems of

Pedagogy,” 1979

Doc. 160
Students in voluntary work

Private archive

Doc. 161
1st  May, 1981

The Album “University of
Tirana”, 1985

Question:
1. Was the voluntary work really
   “voluntary”?
2. Why did the Communist party
   use voluntary work?
3. Who organized the manifes-
   tations and why during  the
   communist period?
4. Is it a practice today?
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Doc. 162
The role of “ Students govern-
ment in the school life”

“Student govermments are created at school in order to improve
all  of the school problems from the students point of view. This is the
new trend in school life.”E.P. The newspaper “The

maturity 99”

Doc. 163
Artistic event at school, 1994

Private archive

Doc. 164
“Petro Nini Luarasi” Students during  free time,
Tirana 2002

Doc. 165
Albanian, Macedonian and
Bulgarian students discussing
their future, Skopje 2002

Question:
1. What is the role of  youth organizations today?
2. Which were the changes between youth activities before and after the fall of the communist regime?
3. What is the message of the picture of Albanian, Bulgarian and Macedonian students ?

Private archivePrivate archive
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Doc. 167
The reflections after 1991 for
uniforms

The world bank “Education in
Albania”, Nora Dudwick, Helen

Shahriari, 2000

As principals and teachers recalled, before 1991, students were
respectful and hardworking. They wore uniforms instead of miniskirts
and other “provocative” clothing.”

Doc. 168
Uniform yes or no?!

 Julia Guga- The news paper
“Dream that doesn’t last”  No 1

October 1997

The question: Should there be a school uniform for pupils of
secondary school ? Most part of the INTERVIEWEES (Pupils and
teachers) think that:

The uniform isn’t suitable for this education level because of
the  age then.

…But as a matter of fact,  each of us have had the possibility
to seen the strict reaction to  friends who have somewhat extravagant
tastes and preferences. I think nobody should mind wearing something
for only 6 hours a day that is independent of fashion.

Doc. 169
The role of “Student govern-
ment” at school
The news paper “The maturity 99”

Student governments were created at school in order to
improve school problems from the students’ point of view. This
is a new trend in school life.”

Question:
1.What was the role of uniforms under communism and what is it today?

Doc. 171
The drug prison

Private archive, 1999

Doc. 170
Drugs and the youth
Julia Guga, “P. N. Luarasi” High
School Newspaper “The dream
that isn’t lost”No 1 October 1997

“ I want to deliver a message to the youngest of P. N. Luarasi”and
why not to the youth in general. Don’t consume  drugs!”

Question:
1. Which are the new chal-lenges

that young people have to face
in the transition period?

2. Analyse their effects in school
life.

Doc. 166
Uniforms

 Inkus uniform, 2001
School archive
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Doc. 172
The march of the pioneer
organization “Septemvriiche”

Sing in our motherland,
Our Septemvriicheta, sing!
In slender bands and corporations
Go together ahead!

Let’s learn! Let’s work!
Let’s build up life anew!
Botev is our proud banner,
Dimitrov is our first teacher.

For the republic of people
We strengthen in our dwellings.
And the people’s power
Takes us under her wings…

Words by Asen Bosev Music by
Alexander Raytchev

Questions:
1. What were the grounds for
   optimism in the future?
2. How were they suggested in
   the march and in the symbols?

Doc. 173
Statutes of the Young Pioneer
Organization  “Septemvriitche”
Sofia – 1948

Aims and Characteristics
Art.2. “Septemvriiche” is a voluntary, patriotic, cultural-educational
and training organization of children and adolescents from our
national primary schools…
Art.3. “Septemvriiche” inspires the children and the adolescents to love
the Fatherland Front and hate the national foes. Training Bulgarian
children and adolescents in the spirit of democracy and socialism shall
be the main goal of this organization.
Art.4. The organization “Septemvriiche” shall be the school’s  best
assistant in every way. ..
Art.5. “Septemvriiche” shall raise children to love and honor our
national courageous army.
Art.6. “Septemvriiche” shall train children to love our people and
country, as well as all Slav peoples and the Soviet Union; to be its
builders and defenders of its freedom and independence…
Art.8. “Septemvriiche” (…) shall boost children’s moral and respect
for parents, teachers and all adults. At the same time the organization
shall take measures against bad habits and vices - smoking, hard
drinking, deceit, laziness, theft, etc.

Membership
Art.10. All children and adolescents aged between 7 and 14 shall
be eligible for membership in “Septemvriiche” regardless of sex,
nationality and faith…
Art. 12. Before being accepted in the organization, the new
members shall take an oath: “I am a son /daughter/ of a heroic and
independent people. I swear in the name of the Bulgarian people
and my fellows to struggle for the cause of the Fatherland Front
and for the deeds of George Dimitrov.
I promise to study and to work  to become a worthy citizen of the
National Republic of Bulgaria and a defender of my beautiful fatherland.”

BULGARIA
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Doc. 174
Statutes of the Dimitrov Young
Communist League (DYCL),
1958

1.Membership
every Bulgarian citizen aged between 14 and 30  shall be eligible for
the DYCL who abides by the statutes of the DYCL and adheres to it
proceedings…
2.Obligations
Every member of DYCL shall be under the obligation:
To be devoted to the revolutionary tradition of the Communist
Party and the Bulgarian people, to protect and to develop them, to
learn Marxism-Leninism and to develop his own political culture.
He shall be obliged to struggle against all possible diversion from
the Party’s politics and against bourgeois ideology and religious
prejudices.
To be a patriot, an internationalist and a fighter for peace and ready
to protect his motherland and socialist achievements, strengthening
friendship with the sacred Soviet Union.
3. Acceptance
Membership of the DYCL is voluntary. Anyone with political  ideals
and high moral character, who is an active learner, worker and social
individual is eligible for membership in the DYCL…
7. Receiving a recommendation to apply for  membership in the
Communist Party.
In accordance with the Statutes … any member who wants to enter
the BCP, shall receive a recommendation from the association of
which he is a member (…).

Questions:
1. Which values did the organiza-
   tions train? How do you judge
   each of these values?

Doc. 175
Youth brigade-movement: con-
struction of railway, Troyan,
1951

Doc. 176
University of Sofia to the agricultural brigade in the 80’s

Doc. 177
Four members of first narco -
commune in Bulgaria in the
town of Belovo at the end of
2000
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Doc. 179
The attitude of young Bulga-
rians to reality

Extracts from  students’ exam-
papers for Admission to

Journalism, July 2000 on the
topic: “Crime Without

Punishment”, L. Andreeva,
Republica newsapper, July 20th,

2001

“Although the media report corruption scandals, and the nation is
steeped in misery, there is not a single contemporary politician who has
faced legal charges.”
“What scares me most of all is the inner resignation. Few people
would fight for their rights, once they have been victimized”.
“ People have become vicious because of  lack of money, because
of this misery, and have turned to crime, as to a salvation with the
hope to remain unpunished”.
“The legislative pornographic industry which destroys the values
must be punished”.
“ The tit-bit gossip in the press must be decreased because it
deadens compassion for the misfortune of the person next to us”.
“Young people must be led out of their solitude and alienation.”

Doc. 180
Crime among young people - number of convicted persons by age and sex

Doc. 178
Drug-addiction among young
people.

Martin Karbolski, Egoist
magazine, issue 48, Jan, 2001

The unpleasant  thing about heroine dependency is that if you
do not abstain, you have to give up your whole life. You lose your
parents, your neighbourhood, all your acquaintances, you say farewell
to your doctors, and you quit the town and go where no one knows
you. However, this is not enough. You need to organize yourself: find
something to do, to have different ideas, other people to realize them
with...Nowadays, the first BG narco-commune is in the outskirts of
Belovo, between three mountains – Pirin, Rila, and the Rhodopes...

I asked them to remember how many of their friends had died
of  heroine. The Chinaman counted 10. The Greek-5; the Dummy-5;
Bakara-5; Ambalata- 7; the Small Drunkard-3; the Small Architect-
2; the Small one from Jambol-4. They knew 44  heroine addicts
who died from it. Including the two I knew -  46…
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Doc. 182
Students from 7-th Secondary
School, Sofia during military
training in the village of
Govedartzi, 1977

Doc. 183
Life at the military camps in 70’s

As a lecturer in medical and sanitary defense, I  took  part in
military field camps for X grade students for more than 10 years. Army
officers organized them and Reserve officers, Comsomol activists,
teachers and medical staff (a nurse and a doctor) managed them. The
creation of an appropriate regime, the uniform, equal conditions for all
of the students plus military commands practically transformed them
into soldiers who were part of a small army of about 200-300 people.
At the grand parade on  2 June,  they stood in place for hours  and
even if they felt ill they did not quit  ranks.

The students were interested in the physical education classes,
tactics, and learning about weapons. Each pupil took part in specific
situations: creating a smoke-screen on site and emergency evacuation,
reacting to distress signals. Shooting practice with real weapon gave
them the greatest pleasure. They learned how to make a dressing, how

Education 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Total 9474 11765 16376 21868 28074 

Without elementary 
education 

464 574 911 1318 1896 

Elementary 1323 1600 2274 3227 4586 

Primary 4590 5641 7544 9998 12618 

Secondary 2880 3645 5264 6844 8445 

Higher education- 
qualification degree 
“Specialist” 

 
80 

 
84 

 
126 

 
152 

 
153 

Higher education- 
qualification degree 
“Bachelor” 

 
137 

 
221 

 
257 

 
329 

 
396 

 

Doc. 181
Crime among young people.
Number of convicted persons in
terms of education

Questions:
1. Which negative phenomena do the sources reflect?
2. What do you think about their views concerning the reasons for the high crime levels?
3. Among which age groups is crime higher? Why?
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Doc. 185
Extracurricular activities

At schools, special attention was paid to extracurricular
activities. Students’ choirs, reciting groups, theatre clubs, pioneer
organizations, and students’ communes were established and were
very active. State and national holidays, in particular, were
commemorated - 1st May  Labour Day, Josip Broz Tito’s birthday,
Goce Delcev’s birthday, Day of Slav Enlighters, Day of the Republic
- 29th November. On these days, rich and lively cultural and
educational events were organized when school successes were
also demonstrated. The most exciting event for all students was
29th November, the day of the birth of the Socialist Federative
Republic of Yugoslavia. On this day, students in  first grade became
Tito’s pioneers and members of the Pioneer Organization. With
Titoist caps on their heads and red scarves round their necks, the
pioneers swore the pioneer oath, which entailed great respon-
sibilities.

 Nada Jurukova, Primary
education in Macedonia 1944-

1950, INI Skopje,1990

Questions:
1. Which events were comme-

morated at school by additio-
nal activities?

2. How were they commemora-
ted?

3. Which event was particularly
important for the 1st grade
pupils and why?

Doc. 186
Pioneer day

Private archive

MACEDONIA

to retrieve an injured person from a place of disaster, to recognise life
threatening  changes in a human body under particular circumstances.
A night game was carried out at the end of each training camp. It was
always very emotional.

As in all things there were some unpleasant events during the
training: snake bites, poisonings, deep cuts but, thank God, everything
had a happy end. There were some badly organized camps too with
poor discipline. In these cases everything was mismanaged and made
no sense. Everything has to be done well to make sense.

Margarita, a nurse, 48 years
old, Sofia

Doc. 184
Keynish Siuleimanova, born
1957, Russe

I was at military training in 1973 or 1974. We were not
separated from the Bulgarians. We used to go to firing practice
together, we put up tents together and we had evening parties
together. We were taught to assemble and disassemble a sub-machine-
gun (I can still do it), to shoot… I cannot remember anything else but it
was great fun. Despite being a Turkish girl I  never felt neglected.



319
UNDERSTANDING A SHARED PAST LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

CULTURAL LIFE EDUCATION

Doc. 187
Parade of pioneers, 1 st  May,
Labour Day

Private archive

Doc. 188
My name is pioneer

For a Happy Childhood, 1972,
Skopje

In the Pioneer Association’s development course, certain values
and features were cherished that  have gradually became
synonymous with the name  “Pioneer”. It signifies a social
conscience and patriotic feelings among the young students, as
well  positive social behaviour, responsible conduct and discipline,
hard and successful study, friendship, the need to live and work in
a group and to be aware of one’s own rights and responsibilities.
The pioneer  name is related to the activities of children during the
People’s Liberation Struggle and the development of new socialist
relations. It is the embodiment of everything valuable and positive
in our young generations. The Pioneer Association develops love
for man and his labour.

Doc. 190
A pioneer salute to Tito on his birthday

A pioneer’s newspaper, 1945, Skopje For happy childhood, Skopje 1972

Doc. 191
Singing, blossoming youth, for
May 25th, the Day of Youth

New Macedonia, 1978

Doc. 189
The title page of the Pioneer
organization’s newspaper
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Doc. 192
The First Youth Relay

The First Youth Relay started its journey through the Federation
in honour of Josip Broz Tito’s 53rd birthday at the initiative of the
Yugoslav Antifascist Youth Organization. This event became traditional
and was held until Tito’s death (4th May 1980). The last relay for Tito
ended  at  his tomb in the “House of Flowers” on 25th May 1980. The
Youth Relay was the way Yugoslav youth showed their love and respect
to Tito and his politics. It was one of the events which contributed to
building the cult of Josip Broz Tito.

V. Ackoska, Macedonia in the
Yugoslav Federation, 2001

Doc.193
The pioneers with the beloved
Tito

Encyclopedia, Beograd, 1970

Doc. 194
Baton for Tito

Doc. 195
Congratulations to Tito

President of the Republic,  Josip Broz Tito received a delegation
of Yugoslav pioneers, including a group of 40 pioneers from the Socialist
Republic of Macedonia, on the occasion celebrating  his birthday and
Youth Day,

“In  spring 1969, a group of pioneers from Macedonia was
chosen to congratulate comrade Tito on his birthday. When I was told
that I was going, I was happy beyond description. We eagerly awaited
the day of departure. All children from Macedonia gathered in Skopje
and in the evening of May 23rd we left for Belgrade, happy and excited.
At the railway station we were seen off by Skopje pioneers and our
parents and relatives. Each child’s face was  excited about  the
forthcoming meeting with Tito. And each of us had an intimate wish or
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Memories, Vlado Damjanovski,
electrical engineer now living

and working in Australia 2001

Questions:
1. What does Tito mean for
    the pioneers?

Six thousand Bulgarian September students send you,
Macedonian pioneers and  children of our Macedonian brothers,
warm New Year’s wishes. Our precious brothers, let us promise
that in this new year, 1947 we, the children, will continue
developing our unbreakable brotherhood between the Slavs. Let
us grow into worthy sons of our peoples.Pioneer Bulletin, 1947

Doc. 197
Your Albanian friends also
receive a newspaper in their
language

“You are happy with each new issue of Pionerski Vesnik. So,
starting from now, your  Albanian friends will be eager to see their
newspaper Gazeta e Pionerve. Gazeta e Pionerve is a monthly but
will soon be publish bimonthly. Albanian students welcomed this great
gift with joy. Isn’t it delighting to get your own bulletin in your mother
tongue? Isn’t it joyous to read about achievements you and your friends
make. Titov Pioner and Gaxzeta e Pionerve will be your inseparable
friend.”Pioneer Bulletin, 1954

Doc. 198
Bitola: A Rich Programme

 Enlightened woman, 1979

The 8th March, International Women’s Day, was celebrated
with a rich programme in Bitola this year. Following tradition, the
mothers of killed fighters were visited, and a reception was organized
for women fighters. Women fighters evoked memories from the People’s
Liberation Struggle for pioneers and pupils. There was a social evening
with a fashion show by the Bitolatex organization and a lottery. The
Conference of Women’s Social Activities organized visits for women
to companies with mainly female staffs. Memorials to the women killed
in the People’s Liberation Struggle were visited and flowers laid.

Doc. 199
No more illiterate people in our
village

A letter from Blaze Rusev, a
pioneer from village Belchishta

Ohrid region sent to Pioneer
Bulletin, 1950

32 women, our mothers and grandmothers in the village of
Belcista in the Ohrid region are to be taught to read and write. At a
meeting of our pioneer unit, we decided that we, the pioneers, will
teach the remaining illiterate people in our village. The best results so
far in teaching the illiterate has been made by  pioneers in the third
grade. We are always assisted by our teachers. They tell us the best
way to teach the illiterate. The 32 illiterate women in our village will
learn to read and write this winter.

Question:
1. How do the activities of the pioneers fit into the aims described in document 199?

message that was to be communicated to Tito. The train arrived in
Belgrade. I didn’t want to admit that I was tired. We were taken to the
Pioneers’ Centre by bus. Pioneers from other republics were already
there. We waited to go to the White House where we were received in
the Great Hall. As we were waiting impatiently for Tito’s appearance,
there was a sudden hush.  A great door opened and comrade Tito,
accompanied by his wife Jovanka and smiling, saluted us. The pioneer
salute resounded through the hall: “For Homeland, for Tito - Forward”.
Long applause and spontaneous shouts of: “We are Tito’s, Tito is ours”
followed. The impressions from this unforgettable meeting and promises
we made to be good students and defenders of our homeland will never
be erased. I still keep a gift from Tito - a beautiful box, full of candies.
Of course, I treated my parents and best friends with the candies.

Doc. 196
A disatch to the Macedonian
pioneers
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Doc. 200
Mutual summer holiday for
children from 27 countries

Under the banner of peace
- 30 days in Navodari, Romania

Young ambassadors, pioneers from the Karpos Pioneer Centre in
Skopje, focused their activities on meeting children from other countries
during the summer holiday.

At the invitation of the Romanian Pioneer Organization National
Council, the young ambassadors went to a one-month visit to Romania.

“We set off for Romania on 27th July. During the trip we were
very happy and sang all the time. We arrived at the largest children’s
resort in Europe, Navodar, 10 kilometers from Constanza. We were
greeted very warmly. Our arrival was accompanied by pioneer tunes
and hundreds of pioneers  voices sung ‘Welcome’.”

“In this friendship resort, we had the opportunity to meet children
from 27 countries. We met pioneers from Vietnam, Cuba, Bolivia,
Mongolia, United States, USSR, Spain, Norway, Belgium, Poland,
Ceszoslovakia, France, Britain etc.”

“Children from all continents, representatives of the yellow,
black and white races, all of them peace and friendship champions.
We stood under the same banner - the banner of PEACE. We learned
a lot of songs and dances from other countries. We enjoyed  the sea
and the sun together. Through games, we talked the same language
and felt extreme happiness when we all took part in the Dance of  Peace.”

Memories of Miladin Poposki,
1972

Question:
1. What was the aim of the
international meeting of pio-
neers?

Doc. 201
Macedonian students partici-
pate in French events
Verica Stojceska, teacher in
“Cvetan Dimov” Public School

“In March every spring, the French Cultural Centre and the
Education department at the French Embassy in Macedonia
organize various nationwide French-language cultural compe-
titions. Students from our high school are regular and active
participants. In 2000, two students were chosen for a trip to Canada.”

Doc. 202
From the Statute of the Union
of  Secondary School Students

Article 7
The basic aims and objectives of the union are:
-protecting the rights of secondary school students in the Republic of
Macedonia
-development of the secondary school system
-development in organizing  secondary school students
-giving proposals and solutions for the problems
-stimulating the process for -EURO-Atlantic integration of the Republic
of  Macedonia
-protection of the rights of the minorities, of  religious rights, national
rights, and  human rights of the citizens of the Republic of  Macedonia,
especially the rights of  secondary school students

Doc. 203
From the Statutes of the Stu-
dent Association of  the “St.
Cyril and Methodius” Uni-
versity

Article 8
-high standard of  students
-observing, criticizing and having one’s own attitude and opinion on
current questions of student interests
-educational and scientific system of world standard
-protection, achievement and development of  student rights (human
rights, educational, economic, social…)
-making contacts and developing  cooperation with other
organizations in Macedonia and  students organizations outside
Macedonia

Question:
1. Which elements in the statuses of the students organisation would not have been allowed under
    the communist regime?
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Doc. 204
Building a highway

New Macedonia, 1957

Doc. 205
Participants in working cam-
paign during the time of recre-
ation and fun

Encyclopedia,Beograd, 1970

Doc. 206
26th July 1963,  Disastrous
Earth-quake has destroyed
Skopje

Skopje and its surrounding, The
Tourist’s Association, Skopje,

1986

There is no living memory of such an earthquake. The city was
badly destroyed, almost wiped off the Earth. Several seconds were
enough to turn the city into a ruin. And it wasn’t only that the city has
become unrecognizable. Far more serious is the loss of 1066 human
lives, victims of this natural disaster, and more than 3300 wounded.
The people from Skopje have been through the worst moments in their
lives, 20,000 people have become homeless, streets, cultural
monuments, the library,  theatres and  many cinemas are in ruins.

Soldiers and the youth groups were among the organizers and
participants in many working actions to clear the city and  help the
suffering population.
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Doc. 207
Work campaign  by  Skopje
youth

New Macedonia, 1963

Doc. 208
Work campaign by Skopje
youth

And every day after school or hard work at  the factories, hundreds of
young people participate in the worki campaign for two hours.
Sometimes, even these two hours are enough for blisters to appear
on gentle hands. The pain is subdued and  enthusiasm wins.
“’How can we show weakness in front of the friends?’ asks a student
in the Secondary Medical School for Dentists. The first days are certainly
hardest, now we are digging the earth but later on  work will be easier.
I love flowers and nature, and we, the youngsters have accepted the
appeal for this campaign with a lot of enthusiasm and love. This time,
we are not constructing railways and roads, but we can say that our
city will become a flower city in a few years, similar to the Netherlands.” Enlightened woman, 1963

Question:
1. What were the political, economical and social reasons for organizing working campaigns?
2. What where in your opinion the good and bad elements of the work campaigns?

Doc. 209
Uniform creates work atmos-
phere

Wearing  a uniform has multiple, widely-known justifications
and goals. Firstly, a uniform enables a student to feel freer as he or she
doesn’t have to worry about dirtying his/ her clothes, in particular when
using chalk and sponge. The uniform incites a feeling of equality between
students and teacher. It reduces  a lack of concentration which can
result from different styles of clothes. Also, wearing a uniform creates a
working atmosphere with the students who are thus mentally more
prepared for study.  Enlightened worker, 1967
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Doc. 210
Modern clothes create
conflicts

Enlightened worker, 1972

- The students feel more comfortable in a uniform
- The uniform creates  a better atmosphere  for studying ( at
home and school), and mental easiness in relations with fellow
students.
- The uniform is more practical and hygienic, and protects  the
clothes underneath.
- Modern clothes create conflict situations, between both
children and parents as well as between  students and teachers
- The uniform eliminates, at least ostensibly, the social
differences among students

Doc. 211
With and without uniforms,

private archive, 1976

Doc. 212
Uniform was obligatory

“In our secondary school in Ohrid, where I studied from 1969-
1973, wearing a uniform was obligatory. We didn’t like the uniforms
very much, which were dark blue or black. Every day before we
took them, in front of the building, one professor used to check
how  tidy we were: our uniform, our hair - which had to be short cut or
in a ponytail for the girls, short nails without polish, no make-up and
clean shoes. That was the obligatory way to look when sitting at a
school desk. But, as soon as our last class ended, we took off our
uniforms in the hall for our mini-skirts to be seen,  we put our  make up
on as we walked and shook out our long hair. Before we went home
we walked a little downtown or we went to some popular shops for
sweets.”

 Remembered by Violeta
Achkovska

Question:
1. What kind of an attitude did
   the authorities and the have
   towards wearing  uniforms?

OVERALL QUESTIONS ON YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
1. What were the aims and objectives of the Communist Youth Organisation?
2. Which activities did the Communist Youth Organisation carry out?
3.   Research the attitudes of pupils student towards the pioneer uniform.
4. What were specific problems of young people during the socialist regime?
5. Which specific problems do young people encounter today? Why did these problems

exist less during the socialist regimes in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia?
6. Where there international contacts for Pioneer and Youth Organisation?
7 . What was the educational policy towards minorities under the socialist regimes? Did this

policy change after 1989?
8. Research the attitudes of pupil’s student towards labour work for school pupils.
9. How volunatary was voluntary work in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia?
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Key question:
How did the changes in political life reflect on scientific life?

SCIENCESCIENCESCIENCESCIENCESCIENCE

Doc. 213
The character of science

The magazine “Ylli”,1969

“On one hand, Albania’s developing phase is accompanied
by scientific thought of a completely new content diametrically
opposed to bourgeois science. This thought is the fruit of the people
and the party and  is entirely in the service of the people and the
party.

And on the other hand, by  a totally new developing rhythm
dictated by the burst of development in  economy and culture in
our country.”

Doc. 214
Technico – science revolution

The magazine “Ylli”,1969

Doc. 215
Article 7,  Science and techno-
logy policy

The low 7893 no.22.12.1994
dated

The aim of the science and technology policy is to determine
the objectives of scientific activity in accordance with the country’s
economic and social developments, and the integration of national
research development with world development.

Doc. 216
Cooperation between Tirana
Polytechnic University and
Zigenit University in Germany

The newspaper “ Mesuesi”
29 May 2002

The Tirana Polytechnic University is  co-operating in research
work with the University of Zigen. Every year,  students in their final
course study at that University in order to acquire greater knowledge
for their scientific research.

ALBANIA

“The Albania Achademy and Science was founded in Tirana in 1973.
It is the high state institution of the Albania scientifics and  artists people.
The first chairmen of its has been prof. Aleks Buda. Today, it has 13
scientific institutions and some of periodic publications.”

Prof.Aleks Buda
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Doc. 218
1991 Law for Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences (BAS)

Art.1 (1) The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) is a national
autonomic organisation for scientific research, which comprises
the academic institutes and other independent structural branches.
Art.2 (1)  The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences takes part in the
development of the sciences in accordance with human values
and national interests, and co-operates to increase the intellectual
and material comforts of the Bulgarian people.
Art.11 (1)  The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences has a self-
dependent budget.

Questions:
1. Doc 217, Art. 1 says the BAS is independent, but from what?
2. Has this changed in the law of 1991 in Doc. 218?

Doc. 219
The first woman-academic -
Rayna Georgieva (1902-1983),
genetics specialist

G. Stoyanov’ s Photopublicism.
S., 1980.

Doc. 217
1947 Law for Bulgarian Aca-
demy of Sciences (BAS)

Art.1. The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences is the supreme scientific
institution in the state. It is a state body with an independent creative,
organisational and administrative life, and is governed by the
Council of Ministers which approves its general plan  is responsible
for its execution.
Art.3. The main aim is:
a) to support the entire development of arts and sciences in Bulgaria,
especially history, language and customs of the people of Bulgaria
and the peoples of the Balkan countries.[…]
c) to work out specific scientific, economic and cultural problems
and to contribute to practical application of scientific achievements
in the country.
d) to observe and  co-operate with the government on all scientific
activities at all scientific research institutes and institutions in the
country.

BULGARIA
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Doc. 222
Bulgarian PC, 80’s.

Publicity material

Questions:
1. Why was scientific-technical

progress of such importance?
Who was in charge of leading
the process of application of
scientific achievements in
practice?

2. What is the author’s message
in doc. 220? How is it related
to the title of the cartoon?

Doc. 220
Cartoon “Luminary of science”

Doc. 221
The problem of scientific-
technical progress

The accelerated development of scientific-technical
achievements is of great political importance. It will contribute
to faster development of an advanced socialist society.[...] The
party organs should mobilize  scientists’ efforts in order to apply
the best research results to the corresponding branch of the
economy.[...] The party organs must look after, rule and control
problems of scientific-technical progress on all levels of  science.

Materials for studying the
decisions of XII congress of

BCP. S., 1981

Doc.  223
Popularization and bureau-
cratization of science

It was  science that made  the  20th century an age of enormous
economic achievements [...] large groups of researchers joined the
distinguished scientists of the past [...] but to our regret,  popularization
of  science always goes hand in hand with bureaucratization. [...] The
measure of selecting researchers, of whom great discoveries are hoped,
is  lowered. So, an opportunity prevails for a dangerous “inflation of
scientists”.

S. Robev1. The price of
inventioan. S., 1981

1- Stephan Robev was born in 1931. He is a professor at the Medical University in Sofia; he had two degrees as Doctor of
Science (DSc): DSc of Biology, DSc of Chemistry. He observed and described a new chemical reaction which was named
after him. He is the only Bulgarian scientist who is a member of  the European Academy of Sciences (1998).

Tenyo Pindarev, 1968

Questions:
1. What is your idea of  “inflation of scientists”? Comment on it.
   Do you think it is still typical nowadays?
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Doc.  224
Removing communism from
science

E. Kalinova, I. Baeva.
Bulgarian transitions 1944-

1999. S., 2000

[...] laws to remove communism from  society, to suspend persons
who had party positions from important social areas. In fact, that
law was only applied in the field of science, due to the so-called
“Panev Law ”, which stipulated that party secretaries could not be
administrative leaders and suspended them.

Doc. 225
Appeal by  BAS to Bulgarian
society The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences is facing destruction. For

months the Academy has been in a state of  financial collapse. The
budget drafted  for the coming year leads  in effect to a tacit closure  of
the Academy...At present, BAS salaries months overdue. There is no
money for scientific work... The BAS wishes to continue scientific
investigations even under difficult circumstances and serious crisis, and
is dependant on  support from the whole society.. That is an appeal to
the entire nation, because Bulgarian science is working for us all.

The General Assembly of BAS,
06.12.1993.125 Anniversary of

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
Popular Symposium. Acad. Ed.

House “M. Drinov”, S., 1994

Questions:
1.To what extent was the de-ideologisation of science successful?

Questions:
1. Define the main problems
    of BAS, using also doc. 218

Doc. 226
1963 Constitution

Article 26
Responsibility and support for the development of education,

science, culture and art lies with the social community

Doc. 227
1991 Constitution

Article 47
The freedom of scientific, artistic and all other creative work is

guaranteed. The Republic promotes, supports and protects the
development of science, art and culture.

Doc. 228
The first University in
Macedonia

 Science in Macedonia, Ministry
of Science of the R.of

Macedonia, Skopje 1992

Intellectual fields  in the post-war period,  and specifically
scientific endeavours,  began with the opening of the first institution
of higher education in 1948. This was the Faculty of  Philosophy
based in Skopje. In 1947, the Faculty of Medicine was founded
and very soon afterwards, during the same year, the Faculty of
Agriculture and Forestry. The first institutions of higher education
represented the nucleus of the first university in Macedonia, which
was founded in Skopje in 1949 and named after the famous pan-
Slavic educators Cyril and Methodius. In 1990  in Bologna  Italy,
the Cyril and Methodius University signed the Magna Carta of
European Universities.

In 1967, the Macedonian Academy of Arts and Sciences
was founded and in 1979 following the policy of the dispersion of
institutions of higher education, the University of Bitola was
founded. Meanwhile, a number of independent research institutions
had been established.

MACEDONIA
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Doc. 229
University St. Ciril and Me-
todius (Skopje)

Doc. 230
MANU (Macedonian Academy
of Sciences and Arts)

Doc. 231
Institute of National History

The Institute of National history was established in 1948, and was
the first school institution created after the liberation of Macedonia. Its
basic task is to study the history of Macedonia and Macedonian people,
including all the nationalities and ethnic groups  who live there. Since1957,
a scientific periodical “Glasnik” has been published  2-3 times per year.
The Institute’s publications are exchanged with 307 institutions in 28
countries worldwide. The Institute has organized scientifics meetings, many
scientifics conferences with international participation.

Science in Macedonia, Skopje
1992

Doc. 232
Krste Misirkov Macedonian
Language Institute

The Institute was established in 1953, its purpose being the study
of the language of the Macedonian Slavs. It bears the name of Krste
Misirkov, a leading Macedonian intellectual  and partisan for  the
Macedonian cause. The Institute is contributing to international projects,
the European Linguistic Atlas of the Slavs and General Carpathian Atlas
of Dialects.

The nascent stage of  the
Macedonian Academy of Sciences
and Arts (MANU) presents the end
of a long and uneven process of
cultural emancipation, stemming from
the School of St. Clement in Tenth
century. With extraordinary speed,
following the attainment of national
freedom and statehood, 23 years
after the publication of the first
elementary reading book and 18
years after the establishment of the first Macedonian University, the
Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts was enacted on October
1967.

Although it is relatively young, members of MANU have carried
out numerous scientific projects and published various works, established
periodicals and promoted science, the arts and learning.

The activities of MANU are organized within five departments;
linguistics and literary sciences, social sciences, mathematical and tehnical
sciences, biological and medical sciences, arts.
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Doc. 233
Scientific and cultural
development

 A letter to my grandson Arian
in Tirana, Sterjo Spasov,

Skopje, 1996

“During a period of 30 years, the Socialist Republic of Macedonia
and the Macedonian people have worked passionately, with great vigor
and no compromise. With no rich cultural tradition to draw on,  they have
created a language of literature with its own grammar and rich vocabulary,
they have established their literature and developed it to a good level,
they have researched and discovered many documents which serve as a
basis not only for  Macedonian historical science, but also for the other
sciences. It means that, during this period of 30 years, Macedonians have
proved their existence four times over.”

Doc. 234
Marko Cepenkov Folklore
Institute

Science in Macedonia , d-r
Georgi Efremov, Skopje 1992

The Marko Cepenkov Folklore Institute founded in 1950 is named
after an unusual craftsman, a witty tailor. The main contribution from
Cepenkov, 1829-1920, is a collection of popular folk stories and proverbs
accumulated through the centuries by the genius of Macedonian people.
The Institute studies the customs and traditions of everyday life of the
Macedonian people and all ethnic groups living in Macedonia, which
provides an almost unique environment in Europe for the investigation of
influences, communications and difficulties between the  many different
cultures in a strongly individualistic society.

       Overall Questions
1. What was the impact of ideology on science?
2. What were roles of the Academic and scientific institutes during the socialist regime?

Did these roles change after 1989? If yes, how?

Teaching approaches
1.Using sources to make parallel timelines of educational reforms in the three counties during

the whole periods.
2.Prepare a project “School life in the past and now” using family and personal archives and
   make an exhibition of materials gathered.
3.Work out suitable questions to make an inquiry and interview your parents and grand parents

about what was most interesting in their school life. Research how school life  has changed over
time and  include material from interviews and your own experience.

4.Write an essay “My parents were Enver Hodja/Tito pioneers.”
5.Write an essay “The dimensions of the period, the young and school life.”
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Key Question
Is art a mirror of everyday life?

ALBANIA

Doc. 235
Developments in the arts after
World War II
Razi Brahimi Arts and its
Development in the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania 1981

Since the end of World War II, there has been great activity in
the arts in Albania and outstanding changes in content, genres and
form have taken place. The numerous creative artistic activities, festivals,
Olympiads, exhibitions and anniversaries etc. are proof of this.

Doc. 236
Official orientation and
propaganda
Enver Hoxha “Literature and
Arts “The Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, January 1973.

         The development of our culture and arts should be undertaken
according to the principles of our Party, our Marxist- Leninist
ideology to fight any alien, old or new ideological influence.

Doc. 237
State propoganda for modern art.

Newspaper “Drita” 18 July 1974.

Doc. 238
Artistic activities

Newspaper  “Drita“ January
1976.

… The national theatre group gave a public performance in
the capital of the comedy  “Prefecti“ by Besim Levonja, being the first
of its kind written after the liberation (after the anti – fascist national
liberation war ) to conform with socialist concepts …

Doc. 239
My opinions about the Cultural
Revolution
The journal “lajmetari I Paqes”
    (Peace messenger) No 7, 2002

The goal of the 1967 “ Cultural Revolution” was the creation
of an opportunist and servile generation, lacking in courage and thereby
ruining the character of the Albanian to the detriment of homeland.

     A letter from father Pjeter Meshkalla addressed to the Communist
Prime Minister. April 3 1967.
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Doc. 240
The activity
”Oda Dibrane “Peshkopi

1999 Private archive

Doc. 241
Producer Xhanfise KekoCadre
from the film ”Beni walks
alone”

The Magazine young
Albanian1976/4

Doc. 242
Popular fine Art.Carved Eagle

Doc. 243
The 17th Festival of Song in
Albanian radio and television

Magazine “New Albania Nr3
1981.
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Doc. 244
New artistic situation after
1990

Newspaper “Shekulli”, Culture
Section, December 3, 2000

After the 90’s a new situation was created for the Albanian
artistic environment. It was an expression of freedom to try out all
the artistic trends that the most notable European and American
artists, as well as those from other countries had been creating for
one and a half centuries.

Doc. 245
Today’s art, messages and value

Newspaper “Republika” May
23, 2001

The spectacle:  “I love Albania more”…art in the time we are
now living, knows how to tame the mixed spirits in Albania to love the
country more…
…Famous artist of world cinema, Bekim Fehmiu, from the scene
of the second showing of  “I love Albania more “ commented on
Vera Grabocka’s idea that art is a call and a spiritual invitation to
the people.

Doc. 246
Reflection on the spirit of
Albanian culture
The magazine Spekter. “Fatos
Lubonja’s other endeavour 1999

…I personally am in favor of a culture, which places man at its
core; I am for a humanist culture that would help the Albanian to express
himself….

Question:
1. What should be the role of arts society according to the communist regime?
2. Do you think that the role of the arts is the same as during the communist regime? Explain why!
3. What were the new characteristics of the artistic and cultural situation after 1990?

LITERATURE

ALBANIA

Key Question:
What is the impact of political changes on literature?

Doc. 247
L.SH.A. The creation of the
Writers and Artists League

 The magazine “Drita”, 1976-
Dritero Agolli

One the greatest events in the history of Albanian literature
and art was the creation of the League of Writers and Artists,
foundations for which were laid on 7 October 1945 when the
country was preparing to celebrate the 1st anniversary of liberation.

Doc. 248
October is the month of litera-
ture and our arts of socialist
realism
Magazine “New Albania” Nr 4,

1978

… Throughout this month, creators, writers and artists go to
where the important themes of the epoch are taking place - to
construction sites, plants, agricultural cooperatives and schools,
where they talk face to face with the masses, who are the objects
and subjects of their everyday revolutionary creation.

Doc. 249
Unity for creative activities

Dritero Agolli Newspaper
“Gazeta Shqiptare” May 16th

2002

… Because writing sex and crime stories may mean that our
literature will lose its identity.  The Writers and Artists League must
create a literary climate, because if it does not exist there will be many
bad results, and will mean that many persons of letters in this decade
will not have given real value.
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Doc. 255
The role of books in the eman-
cipation of social thought

   Neshat Tozaj  Why do I
speak…. Retrospektive

   … However I console myself because in its time, books and films
played a positive role in the emancipation of social thought on that
was called the class struggle.

Doc. 256
Newspaper “Shekulli”

December 2001

At the end of the 90’s socialist realism completed the cycle of
its rise and fall, and at the end of the 20th century artists gained the
freedom of creativity without any restrictions.

Doc. 250
A memorable letter from
Kasem Trebeshina to Enver
Hoxha

    …In 1953, Kasem Trebeshina, with great intellectual courage sent a
letter to E. Hoxha foretelling the serious decline in the Albanian spiritual
world… foretelling that his cultural politics are sending the country on a
ruinous path. It isn’t the problem of poor children that we foresee, but
the pressure of thought that will result in the birth of a new monarchy.

October 5-th 1953 Kasem Trebeshina
The history of Albanian
literature Tirana 1987.

Doc. 251
Writer denounced communist
terror

 History of Albanian
Literature1987

…In years 60 issued in Tirana the novel “Writer” with author
Mehmet Myftiu (1930) that treat the fate of artist in dictatorship. This
novel is one from first creation that dictatorship has stricken …He
denounced communist prisons and reset in literature subjects and
personage that were fought from official literature. ...so happened and
with many other authors.

Doc. 252
Increase works with working
class themes

Newspaper “Drita” 23June 1973

Question:
1.Do you recognize different

opinions about the role of
literature? Explain your answer.

Doc. 253
The difficulties of writing
under dictatorship

Ismail Kadare The departure of
Shterg, one of his most

interesting prose works. 1990

    …. For the writer who considers himself free it is extremely difficult
to write under the circumstances of dictatorship. It is difficult and
tiresome for the writer to come to an agreement with himself in order to
find the proper ways to overcome the censure.
….. A small or partial compromise has been a known agreement
that protected the writer, but suffocated, endangered and
completely.changed creativity.

Question:
1. Do you recognize different opinions about the role of literature? Explain your answer!

Doc. 254
Today’s levels of creation

    Newspaper “Shekulli” 12
January 2002.

The change to the political system in Albania, accompanied by
freedom of speech, provoked an anarchic element in writing concepts.

So today, all who write, do so in what may be termed a spirit
of “catharsis” and, surprisingly,  they remain on this level of creation.

Question:
1. How was the change to the political system reflected in creative activities of the writers?
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BULGARIA

Doc. 257

The influence of the decisions of
COMINFORMBUREAU (The
Communist Information Bureau)
on the cultural policy of
Bulgarian Labor Party

Newspaper “Rabotnichesko
delo”, N 26, 19 October 1947.

The ideological invasion of the American imperialism against
Bulgaria and the people of Bulgaria manifests itself in different ways.
The American media loads our country with reproaches. The American
cinema expansion endangers the development of our young cinema
industry. The reactionary and decadent American movies poison the
conscience and make our youth and our people unstable. We still edit
reactionary books and listen to western popular music. We still edit
reactionary western authors who make imperialistic propaganda. There
are professors in our high schools and universities, who glorify the system
and methods for firing a new war. The whole entirety of the latter and
the remains of monarch-fascism represent the ideological support of
the internal reaction that is the agency of English -American imperialism.

The Bulgarian democratic cultural figures must be on duty and
must declare ruthless struggle against ideological offensive of imperialists
and their agencies.

Questions:
1. What is the orientation of new

cultural policy of BLP(c)?
2. Comment on the possibilities for

cultural exchange during this
period in Bulgaria.

Doc. 258
A ceremonial meeting in Bul-
garian Academy of Sciences,
celebrating the 75- anniversary
of Dimitar Polyanov, 1952

Pressphoto BTA.

On the picture:
N. Lankov (at the tribune), Dimi-
tar Polyanov, Kroum Kyulyav-
kov, Lyudmil Stoyanov and Todor
Pavlov

Doc. 259
On the front of culture.
T. Pindarev, 1956

Newspaper Starshel (Hornet), 1956

Text: Here is, comrades writers, the
positive image of the epoch!
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Doc. 264
Communistic ideological
content - supreme principle of
Bulgarian literature

Socialist realism is and has to be the creative method of literature
figures in Bulgaria. [...] The method of socialist realism is an organic
equity of communist content and life truth.T. Zhivkov. On literature, art,

culture. S., 1972

Doc. 263
Celebration of 70-anniversary of Efrem Karamfilov

Pressphoto BTA.
Lyubomir Levchev pronounces the greetings, 1985

Doc. 265
Without way on the way, 1987,
T. Tzonev

M.Ovcharova. The Totalitarism
in Todor Tzonev’s cartoons. S.,

1990

Doc. 260
From the shorthand record of
discussion of the novel
“Tobacco”

The case “Tobacco” 1951-1952, 1992

The Bulgarian novelist Dimitar Dimov wrote the first version of the novel
Tyutyun(Tobacco) in 1951. It was criticized as bourgeois. In 1954 was published
the 2nd edition, influenced by the socialist  methods.

Nevertheless the author remains under the antirealist method
of bourgeois literature. That talented master is not only far behind the
contemporary Soviet and Bulgarian literature, but he also supports the
old bourgeois literature... Dimov should start a serious struggle against
his own method and ideology. He must introduce the literature method
from the USSR.

Doc. 261
A letter written by Dimitar
Dimov to Valko Chervenkov

[...] As for the novel “Tobacco” I made all my best, remaining
honest to you, to the party, to the fare and true reflection of the life itself
and to my responsibility as an author. I ask you to trust me that was my
best. in my recent development. Common effort of will is enough forany
other work, but not for the art.

Doc. 262
Aphrodite in the village again

Albanian novel by Sterio Spase
translated in Bulgarian in 1956

The case “Tobacco” 1951-1952, 1992
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Doc. 266
Bulgarian writer Georgy Mar-
kov on the relations between
the power and the artist

In the years after our first meeting, Todor Zhivkov developed
enormous activity to establish contacts with almost all important groups
of the society and especially with the intellectuals. […] Perhaps there is
a small number of the most popular names of Bulgarian cultural life,
who had not had dinner or supper or did not had a personal conversation
with the First secretary of the Bulgarian Communist Party. […]

Just in the complicated and rather numerous relations of Todor
Zhivkov with Bulgarian intellectuals (intelligentsia) his qualities could be
seen, due to that qualities he led the country for so long period. But if
one of the results was stabilization of his own position as a leader, the
other one was elimination of any dangerous sparkles and conversion of
the restless spirit of the creator into a fat state parasite. I think that no
one else in Bulgaria influenced worse than him onto the life of the
intellectuals. […]

I have emphasized many times that the main evil in the life and
in the works of the Bulgarian writers, artists, composers, actors etc.
was the cruel interference of the party, which imposed the most indifferent
criteria and made everything to stabilize the powers of mediocrity.

Georgy Markov, Bulgarian
reportages by default.  S., 1990

Questions:
1. In what way communist ideology influenced authors?
2. Do you think they must have full freedom of expression or should it be limited?

S. Stratiev. The Bulgarian
Model. S., 1991

Doc. 267
Changes after 1989 seen by the
writer

[…] Pre-election programmes of the different political and other
powers are available for the rest. There is nothing to be promised, but
future in them. But we have already lived in that future. That very future,
which would happen, it had been a result of the bright past. That is why
it had been such a future.[...] We all finally want to live now, but up to
that moment where we can crawl? For the time being there is no clear
destination. Generally said we crawl to democracy. And we crawl to
Europe. We also crawl to market economy. The question is will the
oxygen be sufficient for us.

Doc. 268
The rector of the Sofia Univer-
sity “St. Kliment Ohridski” prof.
B. Biolchev hands a great litera-
ture award to the famos bul-
garian writer Jordan  Radichkov

Questions:
1. Point out the new characteristic features of the Bulgarian society after 1989, seen by the author (doc. 267).
2. What are the means of expression used by the author to show us his disappointment about the transition?
   What had caused that disappointment?
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Doc. 269
A magazine “Nov Den”

Vele Smilevski, Aspects of the
Macedonian literature (1945-

1985), Skopje, 1993

MACEDONIA

“A new day” is a monthly magazine for art, science and social
matter. The first Macedonian literature magazine in strictly Macedonian
literature language. It’s published in Skopje, the publisher is: The Society
of the artists, scientists and the  journalists, and from 1947, the Society
of the writers in Macedonia. The first number was published in October,
1945, the chief editor was Vlado Malevski.

Doc. 270
Literature

Vele Smilevski, Aspects of
Macedonian literature,  Skopje

1993

For literature life in Macedonia in a period 1949/50  the
magazine “Idnina”(Future) has had big importance in which
collaborate  mostly younger writers. According introduce in first
issues, magazine should helping in a way to literary  ideologically-
political  Marxist education of young writers. The main role of
this issue is to resound socialistic patriotism, to build the figure of
new socialistic person.

Doc. 271

New Macedonia, November 1945

This days the most new writing work  from Venko Markovski
-‘Klime” was publish, by Macedonian state publishing house.

Publishing House “Kultura” in Skopje was publishing the poem
‘Bloody rows”  from our young  and talented writer Slavko Janevski.
With his first poem Slavko Janevski  penetrates in our literature  and
for the first time  exposes it in front of the readers court.

Doc. 272
The creation in the years after
the war

Vele Smilevski, Aspects of the
Macedonian literature, (1945-

1985), Skopje, 1993

It is natural that the poets who started to create their first deeds
during NLW or right after the liberation, to create under the sign of the
war and the revolution. Also, the preoccupation with the rebuilding and
the renewal of the country is very strong and evident, which appears as
a new theme in that period.

They write in a very praised, pathetic tone about the non
equal fight, about the heroic deeds and about the won freedom,
they celebrate with delirium the new time when the free man can
fully commit himself to the country as a protector and builder.

Doc. 273
Venko Markovski

Contenporaly, 1996

I have full right to believe that against me destroying campaign
have been run. It  is obvious  if we see the work on the play “For town
of birth”. With help of actor Petre Prlickov I wrote the play. On main
trail  most responsible persons from agit- prop were here. It was very
obvious that something secretly  whispering, that dr. Kostarov was
preparing something.. The premiere  was played. The play has  moved
from the timetable and on Sunday one inscription has been  made…
That  kind of inscriptions are writing only for reactionary writers…

Doc. 274
Contemporary paradox by
Venko Markovski

Macedonian poet Venko Markovski published  his writing work
“Contemporary paradox” on Serbo-Croatian language. In his writing
work he accused the policy of  highest Yugoslav leadership. Because
of work and disagreement with the official  regime in P.R. Macedonia,
especially in relation to accepting  the Resolution of Inform Bureau  he
was convicted  and directed (1956)  five years on “social  re-educating”
in camp (prison) Goli Otok.

Violeta Ackovska,
Macedonia in Yugoslav

Federation, Skopje, 2001
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Doc. 275
A memory of the poet Jovche
Kotevski

Talking about the days spent in prison in Idrizovo, the poet
Jovche Kotevski, remembers: “I was one of those who served as an
example that the poets should not put their nose in the authority’s
businesses. Maybe I was not the luckiest, but I was chosen to be taken
in prison, but I served them as a good example to write down those
who were much stronger than I was.”

A memory of the poet Jovche
Kotevski

Doc. 276
Breaking of the taboos

Vlada Uroshevich, an art
magazine, Shtip, 1994

In all his work, Chingo was an heretic, a man who thinks
differently, an artist who breaks all the taboos, not considering the
danger that comes after. He was one of those Macedonian artists
who has opened the new ways towards the freedom in thinking
and towards the freedom in the behavior.

Doc. 277
A censorship towards the ene-
mies of the people

Macedonian son, 2002

There were many court orders for prohibition of some art works
in Macedonia in the period 1946-1993, (drama plays, poems, novels,
essays and magazines), but, also, several kinds of pressure on the
authors (excluding of the party, black lists of some authors whose articles
should not be published, e t.c.).

Doc. 278
The work of the minorities

 Jovan Pavlovski, Macedonia
yesterday and today, Skopje, 1996

There are many authors in Macedonia who work in Albanian
and Turkish language. Among them, the eminent are Murteza Peza,
Ljutnji Rusi, Murat Isaku, Isaku Abdulazis, Aslan Selmani…Among
the Turkish authors we can not forget the work of Shukri Ramo, Nedzati
Zekerija, Mustafa karakas an, Fahri Kaja and some others.

Questions:
1. What was the authority’s attitude towards the freedom n th expression?

Overall questions:
1. What can be understood as communist policy in the field of literature in three countries?
2. In what way it differs from the present culture policy?

FOLKLORE AND MUSIC

ALBANIA

Doc. 279
Opinion: Albanian folklore
over the years      Folklore displays militant spirit and pride in ancestry, but at the same

time, the elegance, beauty and modesty of the Albanian. Alfio Muço, Arberesh –
Folklore scholar, 1983.

Doc. 280
Impressions of the famous Swe-
dish conductor Hano Johem
Rips.

  Magazine “New Albania Nr 1
1983.

…. Musical life in Albania is very beautiful, rich and varied. Albania is
the land of music. This can be observed in proportion to the country’s
population size.

Key question:
1. What is the role of folklore?
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Doc. 282
Arts serving politics

The newspaper “Drita” 1968.

A lot of new talent participated in the activities including a large
number of workers, cooperativists, soldiers, working people. The
Albanian public welcomed such activities.

Doc. 283
Newspaper”Drita” 3 March

1974.

The Festival of Artistic School Ensembles. In the ensembles
programme, everything reflected the historical decision passed at
the Albanian Labour Party’s Central Committee’s 4th Plenum.

Doc. 284
Arbresh folk group from Italy
at festival scene, 1978

Doc. 285
   The Newspaper “Korieri”, 7

July 2001

The national folk festival returns to Gjirokastra in the year 2000.
Folk groups from Albania, Kosova, Macedonia the diaspora take part.

Doc. 286
International prizes for Alba-
nian Folksong and Dance
Ensemble.
Newspaper “Korieri“ May 1998.

 … in  45 years  this ensemble has received many international prizes,
such as:
          Gold prize “Belt Dizhon” in France, “Gold Disc” in Italy,
“Gold Prize” in SHBA…

Doc. 287

The magazine “Shqiperia e Re“
New Albania 1972.

In 1949, for the first time after the liberation of the country, a
new folklore presentation was launched that was recorded in the history
of Albanian culture as the first festival of national folklore. The festival
was followed by a series of festivals in 1950, 1952, 1957, and 1966.
The 1968 festival marks a new epoch in the history of festivals.

Doc. 288
Opinions about folk festivals
in general

1970 Symposium on Folklore.

…. The festivals are the greatest manifestations of folk art in which
representatives from all generations and strata of the society
participate and compete on regional, district and national levels.

Question:
1. What are the international folklore relations especially with neighboring countries?

Doc. 281
Folklore activity

The newspaper “Drita” 1968.

Scholars, research work, conferences and scientific symposiums have
been organized dealing with the questions of folklore.
Folk groups on the Albanian stage promote folklore sources,
traditional costumes and diversity of instruments.

?
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Doc. 289
Gjirokaster National Folk Festival

Doc. 290
Folk Costume and Instruments
from Northern and South of
Albania

Magazine Ylli 1973

Doc. 291

Questions:
1. Find out in which region of Albania those instruments and costumes are typical.
2. Give some reasons why people would like to become a member of the folk group?

“ Folk festival 1973” “ Folk festival 1973”

“ The  vlach group of  Selenica during a concert in Greec, 1999”

 “ Folk festival 1988”
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Doc. 292
Newspaper “Sunday Star”
about the tour of National song
and dance ensemble in the
USA, 1963

L. Stefanova. An autumn in
America. S., 1964

It was full of enthusiasm last night, the group of dancers, who
evidently liked their job, dressed in multicoloured suits, showed joy of
the life.

The only one performance of the Bulgarian National Song
and Dance Ensemble in Washington was a warmly stretched hand
behind “the iron curtain”, an occasion, giving an opportunity the
people to join.

Doc. 293
Traditional Folk National Folk
Gatherings in Koprivshtiza,
Rojen and Predela - amateur
art activities

Bulgaria: 40 years by the way
of the socialism. S., 1984

Doc. 294
Valya Balkanska and the Bul-
garian folk song in the other
space

T. Bakalov. Anthology of
Bulgarian Folk Musicians. S.,

1998

For several years now the spaceship “Voyager-10” (1972) has
been flying in the cosmos with an original message on board from the
inhabitants of the Earth, addressed to other rational beings that may
eventually cross its orbit. Recorded on a golden disc, the Bulgarian
folk song “Izlyal e Delyo haidoutin” (“Delyo the Haidouk Has Come
Out”) will sound on all the planets and the constellations on its path. It
will sound along with Bach’s, Mozart’s and the Beatles’ music […].
The folk singer Valya Balkanska who sings that song and whose voice
is floating in the cosmos said: “This song is very suitable. There is
tremendous sorrow and vast loneliness as well as a lot of power in it.”

Doc. 295
The Biserov sisters and their
daughters

T. Bakalov. Anthology of
Bulgarian Folk Musicians. S.,

1998
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Doc. 296
Nadka Karadjova - Bulgarian
folk singer, 1999

Doc. 297
Ensemble for Turkish songs
and dances “Demet”, Targo-
vishte, 2001

Mevzoune Beytoulova, Director,
Centre for children -

Targovishte.
Collection of folklore “Folklore

Treasure of Region of
Targovishte”. Targovishte, 2001

The project “Renaissance of Folklore Treasure of Region of
Targovishte” included children belonging to the three main ethnos,
populating the region (Bulgarian, Turkish and Roma). They participate
into the ensembles: Dance ensemble for children “Targovishte”, ensemble
“Romano ilo” and ensemble for Turkish songs and dances “Demet”.
They had the opportunity to rehearse and to give concerts together.
The more the cultures of small ethnic societies are known, the more
rich the national culture of the entire state is. The more “the other” or
“the more different” is known, the more easy his “peculiarities” and
“differences” are accepted.

Doc. 298
Roma dance ensemble, 2001

Doc. 299
After a grand concert in Madrid, Spain the stars
from the Mysteries of Bulgarian voices with the
football star Hristo Stoichkov
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Doc. 301
Ivo Papasov with ensemble
“Thrace”

T. Bakalov.Anthology of Bulga-
   rian Folk Musicians. S., 1998

Questions:
1. Which are the typical elements of traditional culture?
2. What’s the role of folklore in the modern Bulgarian society?
3. What is the acknowledgement of Bulgarian folklore all over the world?

Doc. 302
Nikolay Gyaurov in the performance
of “Hovanshtina” of Moussorgski

V. Baev. In the face of Bulgaria. S., 1975

Doc. 303
Bulgarian child’ choir, 1989

XX International Festival “Sofia Music Weeks”, program, 1989

Doc. 300
Milcho Leviev (world famous
musician) about Ivo Papazov
(called magician of the cla-
rinet), 1989

- Mr. Leviev, do think Ivo Papasov plays jazz? Opinions about him are
very contradictory. Some people think he is a phenomenon and others
think he contaminates Bulgarian Folk music. Can we regard him as a
representative of Bulgarian folk jazz?
- I think his music is very individual, combinatorial and original.
It is a great music. What matters is that it’s music and it’s
another question what of music it is. It’s much better not to be
classified. This affirms his originality.

T. Bakalov.Anthology of Bulga-
    rian Folk Musicians. S., 1998
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Doc. 304
New Year’s Music Festival -
Festival Symphonic Orchestra
conducted by Emil Chakarov,
solist Mirella Freni, NPC, 1990

New Year’s Music Festival in
National Palace of Culture,

Sofia. Program, 1990

Doc. 305
“Shturtzite” (The Crickets,
formed in 1967) -they are the
symbol of honorable behavior
and high quality of Bulgarian
rock music

Doc. 306
The Idea of “Balkan Horses”

Newspaper “Capital”, 30.06.2001

The group of : Tamara Obrovatz (vocal),Teodosiy Spasov
(kaval - shepherd’s pipe), Hakan Besher (percussion), Stoyan
Yankoulov (drums), Vlatko Stefanovski and Krassi Zelyazkov
(guitar), Sanya Ilich (clavichord), Kostasa Theodorou (bass) and
Emil Boukour (nay) joined in Sofia at the end of 2000 with the idea to
arrange the ringing kaleidoscope of the Balkans. “Balkan Horses” played
in Nish, Belgrade and Skopje before coming to Sofia.

      Questions:
1. Does music stimulate an open society? Explain your answer.
2. What different kinds of music are the Bulgarians listening to today?
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Doc. 307
Tito between the members of
folk group

MACEDONIA

Macedonian dances, Georgi
Dimcheski, Skopje, 1983

Doc. 308
Regulation for founding of state
ensemble for folk dances and
songs of Peoples  Republic of
Macedonia

50 years “Tanec”, Skopje 1999

Article 2
The tasks of the state ensemble for folk dances and songs of People’s
Republic of Macedonia are as follows:
To maintain, develop and raise artistic meaning of folk dances;
To maintain and elaborate folk songs; and
To prepare programe with folk dances and songs and to present

them at public artistic  performances.

 (This regulation was brought by the Government on 24.03.1949, published in
official gazette of Peoples Republic of Macedonia on 04.041949.)

Doc. 309
Decree given by the President
of Sosialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (SFRY) for Cultural
artistic group “Stiv    Naumov”

Cultural artistic group
“Stiv Naumov”
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Doc. 310
Folk dancer

Recollection of Dobre Blazevski,
Skopje, 2001

“When I was a little boy very often I was able to see on TV
screens folk-dancers presenting Macedonian folklore. Since than I
admired  them. Their dances were with easiness and their movements
across the stage magical. I remember that in that period I started to
dream to be one of them, to play the dances with all their difficulty and
to take many applause’s. My wish became true when one day a scout
from the local cultural-artistic society looking for new dancers has shown
in my school. Of course I grabbed that opportunity besides the fact
that I was only nine years old.”

 “I remember that on first dancing class I arrived one hour earlier
and I was very inpatient to begin. My wish to became a folklore dancer
was huge.”

“My dream came true and I was one of those who were
representing Macedonian folklore all across the world. Older
members were nice and friendly to me and they gave me all support
that I needed that time to became more self-confident.”

50 years “Tanec”, Skopje, 1999

Doc. 311
Folk groups in Macedonia

Fife years PRM, 1950

      Question:
1. Find out which nationalities you can recognize on the pictures?
2. Point out in which way the state was involved in folk groups.

Overall question:
1. Research what music young people listened to in communist time.

Fife years PRM, 1950 Fife years PRM, 1950
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PAINTING  AND  MONUMENTS

Doc. 312
The morning of November 17 in
Tirana

Doc. 313
The bread from our hands

Doc. 314
Enver Hoxha in meeting with
members of General Head-
quater of National Liberation
Army

ALBANIA

Doc. 315

The newspaper Korrieri
December 4, 2001

Figurative art from a 1945 year period has been on display
since yesterday at the XXI Gallery.  The goal of  further research
into the period dealing with the heated topic of socialist realism,
which  at the same time testifies the of art of an historic epoch, is
also to display those values that were condemned following 1990.

Doc. 316
International Exhibitions

Demokracia October 24, 1999

Albanian painters participate in the exhibition “Behind the Wall”,
the biggest exhibition of  contemporary art from eastern European
countries that recently opened at the Museum of Modern Arts in
Stockholm, Sweden.

Doc. 317
Impressions of one visit to
northern Albania

“Albanian Newspaper”, 20
March 2002

Photographic exhibition of work by Stan Sherer from America
at the Academy of Art.

Photographis are focused on northern Albania in 1994; Life,
everyday work, Albanian hospitality, beautiful landscape, etc..

Key question:
1. What is the guiding principl for the artist?
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Doc. 318
Giada Kuka in pages of
“ChildArt”

Giada Kuka, 10 years
old child from Albania and her
painting is among the best of
competition organized by
International Childrens Art
Fondation (ICAF) in USA.
Here theme was about the
events of 11 september in
USA. Shy was selected from
83 children all over the world.Newspaper “Korieri” March

2001

Doc. 319
View “Still life”

Magazine “Spekter”1999

Question:
1. What kind of themes you recognise in the painting before and after 1990?

Doc. 320
Efforts to protect popular
buildings

 The monument No.1 1983

Along with the great work in all areas of life, our country devoted
special attention to the protection of popular buildings, reaching
important conclusions on a sound methodical basis within a short time.

Doc. 321
“Monuments dedikates histo-
rical and economical develop-
ments”
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Doc. 322
Skenderbeg’s monument

Magazine “Monument” Nr 1
1983

Questions:
1. How do you recognise the

social – realism style?

BULGARIA

Doc. 323
A letter of T. Zhivkov to the
Academic Council of the Bul-
garian Fine Arts Academy,
27.03.1969

We take up the position that the Bulgarian Fine Arts Academy
is a basic part of our activity to grow up young talents and to lead them
on the way of the great art. Like you are, we also are sure that Marxism-
Leninism, method of socialist realism and party politics in the field of
the art are “narrow” enough, and will not allow introducing the foreign
concepts and influences, which are not acceptable for us.T. Zhivkov about literature art

and culture. S., 1972

Doc. 324
Jivka Encheva. The Threshing.
1952
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Doc. 325
Plamen Valchev. In the Bosom
of the Beauty.

Doc. 326
The reviewer about the art

40 years Bulgarian
socialist art. S., 1984

Dynamics and variety, brave achievements of new plastical
territories, an experimental spirit and search outline the
contemporary master’s process in the field of the art outline the
contemporary artistic process. The results provoke disputes and it
is not occasionally, they provoke evaluations of different origin,
they provoke thoughts. It is completely normal. But it is evident
that the great achievements, reached during the last years by the
Bulgarian art definitely proved it’s unique and lasting place in the
entire development of our socialist artistic culture.

Doc. 327
Zlatu Boyadjiev. A Cowherd.
1961

D.Avramov. Chronicle of one
dramatic decade. S., 1994

Doc. 329
Keazim Issimov. Grape Harvest

http://art.cl.bas.bg/indexcl.html

Doc. 328
Stoyan Venev. Milkman,
1964

“Starshel” (Hornet)
newspaper, 2001
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Doc. 330
Christo Simeonov.
To the Cooperative farm

Socialist building in the works of
Bulgarian painters. S., 1954

Doc. 331
Monument of V. Lenin in the
central part of Sofia 1972

Veneta Ivanova. Bulgarian
monumental sculpture. S.,

1978

Doc. 333
Petko R. and Pencho P. Sla-
veikov’s statues in Sofia.

Questions:
1. What should be the guiding

principle for the artists ?
2. What kind of characters from

the political and cultural life can
you see?

3. What is the artistic method
used?

4. What is the manner to intro-
duce the monuments in hu-
man’s life?

Doc. 332
Monument of St. St. Cyril
and Methodius – Sofia, 1975

Veneta Ivanova. Bulgarian
monumental sculpture. S., 1978

Doc. 334
National Palace of Culture in
Sofia, 1981
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Doc. 335
From the activity of the painting
artists

New Macedonia, 08.02.1953

...In the summer period the Association will organize one
exhibition in Ohrid and probably during the festival if it sustains. On the
occasion of 50-years from Ilinden uprising ,  the Association  will take
an active part too, making portraits of our famous heroes from that
time and historical composition from the uprising. For this work,
activities will be shared between painters and sculpture artists.  The
frame work of  the Association  this year includes the presentation of
exhibition of  master-pieces of European artists  which is organized by
UNESCO  in the bigger  Macedonian cities....

Doc. 336
Sheepfold

 Lazar Lichenovski,1945

Doc. 337
Fishing on the lake

Vangel  Kodzoman, 1956

Doc. 338
Vasilie Popovik-Cico- Fascist parade

Contemporary Macedonian painting,
Boris Petkovski, 1981

Doc. 339
Brotherhood- unity, Lasko Dzurovski

Vladinir Velickovki, Macedonian cartoon, 1994
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Doc. 344
Fighters from NLS

Doc. 340
Brotherhood- unity

 Borko Lazeski, 1976

Doc. 341
A law for protection of the
monuments

The 1991 Constitution of the republic of Macedonia
Article 56

...the objects and the facilities which are of significant historical and
cultural importance, determined by the law, are goods of common interest
for the republic and they enjoy special protection. The republic
guarantees protection, development and enrichment of the historical
and the artistic treasure of Macedonia and all the communities in
Macedonia, as for the goods which consist no matter their legal regime…

Doc. 342
Macedonium

Doc. 343
Monument in Prilep

Private archivePrivate archive
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OVERALL QUESTIONS
1. How did values of arts change between 1945 and 2001?
2. Why did the state support the folklore?
3. Compare the role of minorities for keeping the cultural heritage in every country.
4. What did freedom of creation meant in the three countries?
5. Explain what the common trends in arts in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia were during
    the communist regime.
6. In what way communist ideology influenced arts?

Doc. 346
Grave of Goce Delcev

Doc. 347
Mother Teresa

Questions:
1. What kind of themes can you recognize in the artist’s works?
2. Recognize in which sources you find social realism.

Teaching approaches

1. Find masterpieces showing socialist realism, avantgarde tendencies, mass culture and
make an exhibition and instruct a guide for the main artists.

2. Make a screen for TV emission on the Balkan arts. Introduce in trees distinguished
authors (writer, musician, artist, group etc.) from the tree Balkan countries.

3. Discuss in the classroom if it is necessary to maintain the monuments and works of artists
from the communist regime.

4. Make research about the main changes in art in three countries after the collapse of the
communist system.

5. Write an essay “The freedom of creation and the power: a view from the Balkans”.
6. Discuss if these paintings really reflected reality or they could be identified as propaganda.

Doc. 345
St. Cyril and Mathodius
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LIFE  STYLELIFE  STYLELIFE  STYLELIFE  STYLELIFE  STYLE

ALBANIA

Key Questions:
1. How did the time reflect on tastes?
2. How did the tastes of the time impact on everyday life?

Doc. 348
New Values

The magazine “Shqiptarja e
Re” (New Albanian)1973

The new fashion does not completely suit some of the women
and girls who have changed their style of dress….

Doc. 349
From the meeting of the

Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, January 1973

How can it  be possible to allow young boys and girls to be
dressed like cowboys with long hair and beards, as we often see
some students, even some young workers?  It is not at all correct
to be passive and indifferent to such displays.

Doc. 350
Clothes in the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s

 Private archive, 1957
Magazine

“New Albanian”, 1974 Magazine “New Albanian “1980

Doc. 351

The magazine “Shqiptarja e
Re” (New Albanian) 1971

…The discussion focused on clothes…I asked why some had
not changed their styles, one of them said it was how they were used to
dressing…”I’d like to change my style but I do not because of my
father”, one of the girls said…

“Yes, that is right, our husbands do not allow us to do so”,
one of her friends said.

Opinions
- The party in power even intervened in family matters, in the way people dressed, in their attitudes, etc
- Fathers, male domination and backward customs were a great obstacle to change.
- Following the liberation of the country,  traditional costumes in all areas area were replaced by

simple costumes.
- Women wore linen skirts and trousers, woollen jumpers, white gowns, white headkerchiefs.
- The magazine “Shqiptarja e Re” introduced new seasonal fashion designs  in almost  every issue,

particularly after the ‘70s.
- Real life developments were like  as if it were a stage production.
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Doc. 352
Clothes nowadays

Doc. 353
New fashions for this season

Magazine “The spakter”, 200

Doc. 354
How about today?

The newspaper Demokracia
October 1998

Finally, the Albanians can also see Albanian fashion designers
on television alongside foreign fashion designers, such as Valentino,
Krizja, Versace, Max Mara,etc…

Therefore, the opening of beauty salons was as normal as a
logical phenomena.  These salons were looking for a new market
and not  for an artificial and saturated one.

Doc. 355
The first Miss Albania

Magazine: “Jeta” March 2002
Miss Valbona Selimllari

      Questions:
1. Why did the communist regime not allow western style of clothing?
2. Give some examples about change and continuity in life style after 1990.

    Teaching approach:
    Open an exhibition of clothes over the years.

    The national beauty contest to
select the most beautiful Albanian
girl was organized in Tirana for the
first time in 1992 and continued
every year thereafter. Among other
thinds, these shows presented
different types of women’s fashion.

Magasin “Jeta” 2001
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BULGARIA

Doc. 356
The suit of 1947

Magazine”Jenata
dnes”(Woman today),

1947

Doc. 359
From the report of British
ambassador in Sofia Richard
Spate to Foreign Office (27
August 1957)

D. Dimitrov. Soviet Bulgaria
during three British mandates

1956-1963. BBC, London, 1994

I saw last week motorcycles from Checkoslovakia, cameras from
Eastern Germany, Swiss clocks, imported nylon stockings and
underwear, Sweden blades and different sportive and tourist goods in
the recently opened new Central Department Store, built of the Moscow
type of building. Of course, the new store is ostentatious, but the
improvement is not restricted only for the capital, it can be seen even in
the shops of small towns during the last months. It is obvious that not
only the higher party elite can spend money. Common people in the
streets are dressed much nice and one can see women who are elegant.
Since during last summer the motorcycles were rare goods, now
hundreds of them go out of the city on Sundays, and the Government
had to start a campaign for safe movement, because of the rising number
of fatal accidents.

Doc. 357
Brigade Fashion

Magazine “Jenata dnes”
(Woman today), 1960

Doc. 358
At an exhibition. G. Anastasov, 1977

G. Anastasov. G.Anastasov’s cartoons on
political, economical and cultural themes.

S., 1977

Questions:
1. What is the message in the cartoon (doc. 358)?
2. What is the role of the fashion for author’s position?

Doc. 360
The suit of the 80’s.

Magazine “Lada”, 1980
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Doc. 361
Venus is beautiful even dressed
in ecoleathers

Magazine “Paraleli”, No.5, 1992

To make beautiful cloths from materials and to leave threatened
with extinction animals - that is the new appeal of the fashion designers,
specialized in leather cloths projects. They more often use well woven
ecoleathers. To make them more attractive, they color them in fresh
colors, which will outline against the muddy winter days: orange, red,
pink. They use the fabrics both for everyday and for holiday cloths:
short jackets, tailored official coats. New ecoleathers allow the tailor-
designer to make cloths, which any woman would put on with pleasure.

Doc. 362
Fashion House “Roshavata
Garga” (“The Tousled Crow”),
1990s

Fashion house “Roshavata garga” is established in 1991 by
Mrs. Albena Alexandrova who is also the designer of the fashion house.
They offer fashion clothing for ladies. Twice a year they are presenting
the fashion trends for the fashion house. The Association of the designers
in Bulgaria has awarded them in 1997 as fashion house of the year :.http://www.art.bg/main_b.htm

Doc. 363
Miss Bulgaria 2001

newspaper “Trud” (Labour), 2001

Questions :
1. What is the information about everyday life?
2. What is the actual problem in doc.361 not only about the fashion?
3. What are the motives in Miss Bulgaria 2001 ‘s dresses?

Doc. 364
Membership cards for video clubs

Doc. 365
Play-bill,
May 1999
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Doc. 367
Vacation is opened. Hurrah,
hurrah, hurrah!

Marco Ganchev, Vacation and
after vacation impressions.

Magazine “Vsyaka
nedelya”(Every Sunday), 1992

It was for the first time when I was going to draw on my savings
in a good mood because of the high interest being at the moment. And
also because I could convince my family not to go to the Black sea
coast, but to spend the summer on a village in my grandfather’s house,
which was deserted. “Chuck it! “I said, “ The Black sea is so much
contaminated! Don’t you hear the ecologists? As much as we have
more Green parties, even fighting each other, they agree that the sea is
dying. Should we die with it? We are not necrophils to lay on the sand
next to a corpse in the throes of death?” [...] And so on spitting upon
the sea, this once we can find the richest stock of words fund from
now-a-days newspapers.

And after - a lot of lyrics. Next to those newspapers there
are several literature ones dragging out of a miserable existence.
“Do you know, kids?” I said, “ how the partridges flutter in the
stubble-fields? They keep mum, they huddle themselves and at
the last moment they fly almost in front of your trouser legs. And
what about the quails? [...] Eh, what a summer we will have!”

Doc. 368
Albena resort:
hotel “Dobroudja”.

Doc. 366
Table (Bulgaria) According to Statistic annuals of PRB 1960, 1980, 1991, 1995, 2001.

1 – the increase is due to closing or joining of some theaters
2 – Incl. programs of private TV stations since 1995 , since 1997 – programs of cable TV-operators
with own video-channel, and since 1999  – also programs of licensed TV and cable
telecommunication networks
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Doc. 370
The First Technoparade in
Sofia, 1999.

Magazine “Lik” (Visage),1999

Questions:
1. Comment on the preferenential entertainment events for the free time during the period of
     1944-2000.
2. Analyse the information in doc. 364 an 366 and explain the new entertainment occurrence.
3. What are the political and economic changes found in the text (doc. 367)? What is their influence
   on the everyday life of the Bulgarians under the conditions of a transition?

Doc. 369
December 8 – Bulgarian Stu-
dents’ Holiday
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Doc. 375
Tereza Marinova and
Bulgarian Red Cross, 2001

Publicity material

“I help. Let’s help together! Bulgarian
Red Cross needs our support to fill it’s
human mission!” Teresa Marinova,
Olympic and World champion in triple
jump.

Question:
1. Give examples for similarities and differencies in advertising during and after the communist period.

Doc. 371
Advertisement of 1970s.

Private archive

Doc. 372
With Balkan over the
world, 1989.

Publicity material

Doc. 373
Card payment, 1990s.

Publicity material

Doc. 374
McDonald’s restaurant in Plovdiv,
1999

Magazine “France Bulgarie éco”, 1999
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Doc. 377
Fashion 1953

Doc. 378
Fashion 1963

Doc. 379
Hippie style of 1970s

Recollection of Dr. Petar
Risteski, Skopje, 1999

“It was early in the morning and the students of the high school
in Kocani were in a hurry not to be late for the first class. Dragan and
Mirce were senior students, they wore long hair and jeans and were
appealing to girls because they were daring unruly guys who wouldn’t
listen to the teachers threatening them that they would have their hair
cut. That morning 1974, they were riding their bikes to school as every
morning when two police officers with electric haircutting machines in
their hands intercepted them. It took them only one move to cut a cross
on their heads and leave. The next morning, Dragan and Mirce came to
school with their bare-cut heads and were rowdies again.”

MACEDONIA

Doc. 376
Fashion 1950, (women from
countryside)

Private arhive, family
Molerovich
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Doc. 382
Jeans from Italy

“In remote 1967, my parents and I went for a tourist visit and
shopping to Italy. I was 17, the age when I paid special attention to the
way I dressed. At that point, Super Rifle jeans, silk stockings for women
etc. were very trendy. We intended to bring back many pairs of these
so much demanded pieces of clothes for our relatives and friends. I
remember that we bought around 25 to 30 pairs of jeans. Upon arriving
home, we were greeted by everybody, there were people in our house,
our neighbours who had never before stepped into our home but were
now hungry for stylish and trendy clothes. “

Recollection of Ljupco
Molerovic, Skopje, 2000

Doc. 383
The good old times

“My parents have been telling me, that during the 50ies, the
biggest trend were the music films, which were on the repertoire of the
city cinemas. The American musical “A ball on the water”, the Spanish
“Mother, hear my song”, have made the Skopje’s cinemas full. These
films have made big emotions, especially at the woman audience.”

“During the 60s, the young people in Macedonia listened to
the Beatles, Shadows, Cliff Richard, the King of the rock and roll,
Elvis Presley. In 1964, my parents bought the miracle of the technique,
the black and white TV, which was marked as a very happy event
among our neighbors who visited our home every evening so that they
could hear and see the important events in our state.”

“Recollection of Dobre BlazevskiDuring the 70s, I was already
a secondary school student, people were wearing long hairs, jeans which
were very in, there were some hype funs - the style which provoked
revolt of the teachers. I remember very well when the mathematics
teacher was very angry and he dismissed from the class my best girl
friend because she was wearing a sweater with the American flag on it.
Each day, students were dismissed from classes because they were
wearing long hairs, because of their bad attitude towards the other
students.”

Doc. 380
A follower of the hype move-
ment during the 70s

Private archive

Doc. 381
A suitcase full of hats from
Moscow

Interview with Dr. Zlata
Popovska,Magasine “Imidz”,

2000

“In 1970, I went to a pre-graduate party to Paris with my
fellow students. It was the time when turquoise blue was stylish so I
bought myself a few pieces of clothes in that colour. The same year, I
bought a necklace in the same colour in Venice. In 1985, I went to
Moscow, and I remember that I aame back to Skopje with a suitcase
full of hats in all colours and various shapes. Also, I often travelled to
Thessalonica to replenish my wardrobe.”
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Doc. 386
Commercial, 1974

The best gift to a girlfriend, sister,
mother, wife for 8 march

Recolletion of Igor Vinokich

“During those years, the most watched was the American series
“The city Peyton”, with Ryan O’Neill as the leading actor, and during
the 80ies, the soap opera “Dynasty”. From the native language films,
the most watched were the partisans’ films, which were particularly
emitted for some national holidays.”

Doc. 384
Fashion 1972

Private archive, family
Ljatkovski

Doc. 385
Advertisement, 1970

A more useful than any other...
...is the present of RIZ

24 month credit,
8% discount
for foreign exchange



367
UNDERSTANDING A SHARED PAST LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

CULTURAL LIFE LIFE  STYLE

Doc. 389
Fashion ‘90.

Private archive,
family Veljkovich

Doc. 388
Midi skirt style- for the young

The miniskirt style is still dominating in the streets of Vienna
and Salzburg. In these early autumn days, but the shopping windows
are full of midi skirt designs and fashion magazines and women’s columns
abound in proposals how to adjust mini dresses to the new style. Prosvetena Zena 1970

Doc. 387
A trip for two to Hollywood for
the shooting of new sequels
Place

Prosvetena zena 1972
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Teaching approaches
1. Find data from your parents and their friends of same age about their favorite hobbies as
   students, about their idols and singers or groups they preferred. Make an inquiry into the
   same theme among your classmates and draw general conclusions in a newspaper.
2. Organize at your school a party in style of 1950s (of Disco years 1980s) etc.
3. Prepare a computer version of fashion style défilé.

OVERALL QUESTIONS

1. How did political and economical changes affect life-style?
2. What are the influences and impositions in the area of life-style?
3. Compare the life-style in the three countries.
4. Write an essay about in what way fashion reflected society in the period 1944-2000.

Questions:
1. Make a comparison between the effect on the fashion during the time of the communism
    and these days.
2. Make a comparison of the life-style during the Socialism in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia.

Doc. 390
Production of films

Statistics Bureau, Statistic
annuals from 1960, 1970, 1980,

1990 and 2000

Year Full-length movies Short-length movies 

1959 3 12 

1969 1 10 

1975 1 19 

1981 3 12 

1991 1 6 

1998 0 0 


