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Executive Summary

On 15-17 January 2010, 66 History Educators, stemming from all over Turkey, convened in Bolu for
the 3-day Workshop Developing Educational Material ¢ FHom theory to practice
the second workshop of the BUROCLIOY MATRA Project A Key to Europe. Innovative Methodology for
Turkish Shool Historyé. Aside the picturesgque lake of Bolu, the event proved to be interactive,
productive and full of vibrant discussion and debate between history educators. Participants included
over 80%of the local history teachers on the first day@ fact-finding mission, as well as a range of over
60 history educators from all over Turkey for the workshops. A key challenge of this event was to
bridge the gap between the teaching and academic community. International expert presentations
and workshops contributed to the ongoing debates and discussions between history educators with
regards to implementation strategies of new methodological approachesto history education and its
viability within the required curriculum. A discussion and reflection on developed educational
materials was also held, with very engaging and active input from those present, held during group
collaborative workshops on developed worksheets. A major identified challenge prior to the
workshop that was addressed by experts were the remaining challenges of linking methodology to
practical implementation in the classroom. The workshop also allowed for the first formal meeting of
the History Educators Association of Turkey, which has been set-up through the project. From this
workshop, it was made clear to the project management team and observers that this project is
really motivating history educators and assisting in the lifelong learning process. Challenges remain,
but important steps are being taken and the process continues. The next workshop is planned for 12-
14 March in alocation to be announced. For more information, please contact Jonathan Even Zohar
at jonathan@euroclio.nl
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Workshop Aims

“ Bridge the gap between academics and teachers to workh®isame
aim and a common goal to understand the different aspect in
achieving the goal.

“: Continue to raise awareness of the importance of the implementation
of theory into practical school history.

“: Present, discuss and reflect on the developed educatioraérials.

“: Process feedback on the first developed material, with regards to the
key questions, activities, sources.

“: Continue the ongoing capacibuilding of the Turkish History
9RdzOF 12NRQ ! 3a20A1 A2y ®

Participation

The conference was attended by pérticipants. The audience consisted of Turkish teachers, Teacher
trainers, textbook authors and professors. Dr. Michael Riley (Director of the Schools History Project,
UK), and Elis&torck Teachetrainer from Leiden University were present to share wiexdge,
present their work and host workshops. EUROCLIO project coordinators Joke van deiRosedw

(NL) and Jonathan Ev&imhar (NL) were also drand to share their expertise and coordinate the
event throughout the workshop. The participants showedrk@gerest in the programme and were
active to the last moment, working each day over an hour ntbagé scheduled.

Participants gain the opportunity to meet and discuss challenges with international observers
experts over the course of the event

Observers

The worksbp included international observerKeti Khutsisvili & Manana Khavtasfrom the
current EUROCLIO/Matra projeclolerance Building through History Education in Gegrgia
colleagues from théAnne Frank HouseAmsterdam, The Netherland8arry van Drieland Cihan
Tekeliand EUROCLIO colleagtkarbi Imadfrom the Moroccan Center for Civic Educatidrhre
observers allnoted that the event was an inspiring and thougitovoking glance into the
developments taking place in Turkish history education through this project. The event allowed
knowledge sharing between all parties, and a chance for the observers to discussompdre
challenges with Turkish history educatoiie Anne Frank House representatives stated the project
has inspired them to create a pilot project of their own.

This project is financially supported by the Social transformation Programme Central and Eastern Europe (Matra) of
the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Activities:

Fact-Finding Mission, Bolu Turkey, 14" January

1. Welcomeby the History EdOF 1 2 NAQ ! 8420A1 GA2y 2F ¢dzNJ S@&

2. Presentationon the work ofEUROCLION local, regional and international levély Joke van der Leeuw
Roord(ExecutiveDirector of EUROCLIO, NL)

3. Presentation Active Enquiry and Effective Communication by Dr Michael Riy, (Director, Schools
History Project, UK)

The factfinding mission gave EUROCLIO project coordinators and the local coordinators a direct opportunity
to interact with history teachers that were completely unrelated to the project and thmese methodological
approachesOver 80% of the history teachers from the Bolu region attended the event, with a welcome from
the Turkish association, as well as presentations from Joke van der {Rmond (EUROCLIO Executive
Director) and Dr. Michael Rilg§Director, Schools History Projed/K).The event allowed participants to
comment on the international approaches, and explain their own concerns regarding history education. It was
commented by international history education expert and EUROCLIO esedingctor Joke van der Leeuw
Roord that it was a very important event to show the challenges facing many teachers and the problems that
they identify as obstructive to the educational impronent process in Turkey.

Official Opening

"“m B"’c Dr. MustafaOztiirk opened the event with an introduction of th@ms of theprogram project

‘t o and the workshops. The practical arrangements of the event were made clear tdibe ith
é’/? the pre-defined aims and objectives of the workshop

200‘)
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EURD <\ _ Jonathan EveiZohar(EUROCLIOPR $OG Yyl ISND LINB&ASY G SR 9! wt
A O the EUROCLIO/Matra projedt Key to Europe)utllnlng the steps. taken SO far, as well as

the steps yet to be taken within the project framework. S SELX I AYSR (KS O2yO0SLiia

democratic geernance model, citing it as a good example for the History Educators Association of Turkey and

gave an insight of how EUROCLIO turns theory into practice, in much the same way as history educators must

do the same to ensure methodology becomes reality.

Cihan Tekeli (NL) and Barry van Driel (NL) introduced the Anne Frank House and
thanked EUROCLIO for inviting them to the event to takeck of the developments in
3 Turkish history educatian It was explained that theAnne Frank House wanted to
expandinto Turkey and build oourrently existingorojects, based on the exhibition and follayp panelsThe
representativesdiscussed the importancebasic freedomsand the value ofcritical thinking in history

This project is financially supported by the Social transformation Programme Central and Eastern Europe (Matra) of
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education, as well as education as a whdldey sugestedthat schools prticipatingin the projectwill bethe
vehiclefor change and innovation

International Experts Presentations:

Having a Step by Step Approach Helping Teachers/Teacher
Students to (Introduce) Changdoy Dr. EliseStorck (Teacher
trainer at ICLON Leiden University Graduate School of Teaching,
The Netherlands)

Dr. Elise Storck (NL) presented anoverview of Dutchhistory
educationas it currently exists, with a brief overview thfemes
use in the Dutch systemShe emphasized the ditfilty of
implementing change, and highlighted the need for the
full support of educational authorities to even implemeft:
gKIFG aSSy G2 o06S wavylttaQ

—

I THAT NEURES
HUS asg
l BLACK GdaLc.

e .-

The focus of DrStorckQ &  LINJS AcSnyeied arcurddy
the following central themes:

= Changes ihistory education in the Netherlands Y
“ hdz2NJ SELISNRSYy OSa | yR Wi K|S 2K S 8 y T Sk R0 NI Ay 2
“= Discussion: consequences for teacher training in_a— Pt

changing curriculum EDUGATION REFORW WRITTEN BY POLITICIANS INSTEAD OF TEACHERS

Comparing the Turkish curriculum thinking skills with Bngch, she identified numerous similties

with the ways stories were told and the way the subject was organ2edstorckemphasized that

teachers must participate actively in the history education reform process, which is one of the many
NEBI da2ya gKe SRAzOF 12 NBEQ | 3a20A1GA2ya | NB AYL}R NI

Dr Storckoutlined the importance of reliability in souréeStf SOGA2Yy FyR NBf | dAy3
Dr. Storck emphasized that a major challenge for all history educators is linking the innovative
material to innovative implementation in a teachirepvironment. The most valuable thirfgr

history educators in multicultural societiés remember, she explained, was teesngthe pupilsas

learners not just listeners

The presentation covered a broad range of topics, including explanations &MYy G Wt S| NJ
ateftsSazqQ (KS 02y a Sr§ireaS wherscurrictlanNi3 alteed and SdselykeSpiined

0KS RAFFSNBYyG adlr3asa 2F 0SO2YAy3 | WI22RQ KAalG?2
Dr Storck presented participants with scientific approaches to becoming arcieffi, but also

innovative history teacher, using examples, models and values that must be adhered &oticgto
achieve such a level.

This project is financially supported by the Social transformation Programme Central and Eastern Europe (Matra) of
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Active Enquiry and Effective Communication
Dr Michael RileyDirector, Schools History Project, UK

5 NJ vsbriesBrizafion opened with a brief explanation of tBehools History Projeat
the UK. He explained that the project aimed to promabistorical enquiry, the analysis
of evidence and creative communicatidih was explained that these valussould form
the bedrock of the school history curriculum

Dr. Riley outlined the use of activenquiry as key to the activéearning process:

= Enquiry questions as a focus for learning
“:  Structuring enquiries
= Helping students to become independent enquirers

ANSWER SHEET

The presentation used
an example of possible
sourcework suchas the
exercise to the left, as a
good-practice example

a of activeenquiry
learning in history
education.
Dr. Riley then asked participanthatY { S& | 3I22R SyIljdzZANE |jdzSadA2y s dzaAiy
the 14" O S y (i dzNEngagigyY&ar 12 with the Second World3ver LINBa Sy iAy3a L2 &aaArot$
questions to pose to pupils,wii K | RA&O0dzadaAz2y 2F ¢ K l-ehquiyda HE S RONRB A RIS

from pupils. The presentationshowed examples of pupils using primary sources in the class(pmtured
above) to make sourcavork motivating for pupils. He emphasised thepimntance of focusing on:

“: Cause and consequence
“= Change and continuity
“: Difference and diversity
“: Significance

“ Interpretations

These themes and approaches, Dr. Riley explained, help pupils to participant inleatiieg, and therefore
take much more fronthe subject.The final part of the presentation turned its focus to thinking about the

This project is financially supported by the Social transformation Programme Central and Eastern Europe (Matra) of
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relevant questions history educators should ask when planning enquiries for our students to make the
approach applicable to the realities of the classroddichael Rilep & LINB & Sy G krécdived/ands | & &
evoked discussion between participants.

European policy on life Long learning, Key Competencies and Outcome Based
Learning
ByJoke van der LeeusRoord EUROCLIO Executildérector, NL)

Joke van der LeeuRoord bgan her presentation with recounting the
LINBGA2dza RIFe 2F YSSOGAy3a ym: 2F GKS
getting feedback from them on the difficulties they face when trying to
implement the new curriculum in the classroom. She explained how
importani AU Aa (2 | RRNBaa woO2yaSyid 2@S
inspection practice by authorities on history educators. Joke van der
LeeuwRoord also noted the importance of addressing the assessment
procedures in history education, to ensure they all®@ducators to
implement new methodology to accommodate the curriculum. On history education in general, Joke
van der Leeuww2 2 NR SELJX I AySR GKFG FEN G22 2FGSy Fff
LA Ol dzNB (G KS SEOSLII A2 Y| af thg gast. SheksterazeNBrA BiSeokc& A Y
observations that teachers need a lot of support from educational authorities to make even small
steps for change, otherwise the process becomes fraught with difficulty and therefore unsuccessful
in implemerting the change needed.

Joke van der LeeuRoord presented thdJNESCO Four Pillaesd outlined the EU Key
Competencies for school educatiorshe explained how they both relate to history education in
9dzNRB LIS YR LINBaSyidSR (K Sompdteficies, adEhénSelated iethe RS T A
Turkish caseShe defined this as not being a change in the content as such, but as a change in the
methodology in approaching the teaching of the existing curricula and content, and questioned
whether the materialbeing developed under this project in Turkey will veer more towards the
change of normal learning practices into outcotresed learning.

Joke van der LeeuRoord presents European policy relating to history education and then gi
the floor an opportunity to voice opinions and ask diees on issues related to the presentatiol

The presentation provoked a host of reaction from participants.
“: One participant pointed out that the edia and politicians make civic responsibility as
a history educator difficult
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